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Preface

This book offers an introduction to international trade law and, in particular,
the law and agreements made at the World Trade Organization (WTO). As
such, it is a book about international law (not about the domestic trade laws of
particular countries) and, more particularly, public international law, that is,
the rules applicable between countries (not private international law or
commercial contracts between private economic operators). Throughout the
book, our goal is to put this international trade law in the context of
economic theory and economic policy or politics. To understand why
countries conclude trade agreements and to grasp fully the reasoning behind
the content and interpretation of specific trade law rules, it is crucially
important to know about some trade economics and politics (see, in
particular, Chapters 1-3).

We tried to combine the U.S. case law approach with core elements of the
European textbook method so as to explain basic concepts and rules (with
summaries and core legal provisions referenced in each chapter) and,
hopefully, bring them to life through real and extensively excerpted disputes
and practical problems or case studies at the end of each chapter.

The bulk of the book, once the background economics, politics, and
institutional structure and history are explained (Chapter 1-4), follows the
structure of the major WTO agreements: Chapters S and 6 explain the WTO
dispute settlement system. Chapters 7 to 14 address trade in goods through
the core principles and exceptions under the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT): tariffs, quantitative restrictions, national treatment, most-
favored nation, preferential trade agreements, and general (including
environmental) exceptions. Chapters 15 to 17 address trade remedies
(subsidies, dumping, and safeguards). The sensitive question of sanitary,
phytosanitary, and other technical or non-tariff barriers to merchandise trade
are addressed in Chapters 18 and 19. Chapters 20 and 21 move from the first
pillar of the WTO (trade in goods) to the WTO’s second and third pillars: trade
in services (GATS) and the protection of intellectual property rights (TRIPS).
The book concludes with an assessment of a cross-cutting theme: develop-
ment and the WTO’s treatment of developing countries (Chapter 22).

We hope that newcomers to the field will share our passion for
international trade law as it touches on crucial societal questions of our
times: globalization, balancing economic development with protecting
health, the environment and other non-economic values, the role of the
state versus market forces, etc. International trade law is specific and
“legalized” enough to offer multiple employment opportunities, be it in

xxiii
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private practice, government, international institutions, NGOs, or business.
This book prepares students to be critical and effective operators in any of
these functions.

Andrew T. Guzman
Joost H.B. Pauwelyn

May 2009
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