


Global environmental risk

Edited by Jeanne X. Kasperson and Roger Kasperson

2

Q United Nations
<>

University Press EARTHSCAN|

Earthscan Publications Ltd
TOKYO + NEW YORK « PARIS London - Sterling, VA



© The United Nations University, 2001

All rights reserved

First published in 2001 by the United Nations University Press and Earthscan
Publications Ltd

ISBN 92-808-1027-8 (UNUP paperback; not for sale in Europe and the
Commonwealth, excluding Canada)

1 85383 801 2 (Earthscan paperback; not for sale in the USA and Canada)
1 85383 800 4 (Earthscan hardback)

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations University.

United Nations University Press

The United Nations University, 53-70, Jingumae 5-chome,
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, 150-8925, Japan

Tel: +81-3-3499-2811 Fax: +81-3-3406-7345

E-mail: mbox@hq.unu.edu

http://www.unu.edu

United Nations University Office in North America

2 United Nations Plaza, Room DC2-1462-70, New York, NY 10017, USA
Tel: +1-212-963-6387 Fax: +1-212-371-9454

E-mail: unuona@igc.apc.org

United Nations University Press is the publishing division of the United Nations
University.

Earthscan Publications Ltd

120 Pentonville Road, London, N1 9JN, UK

Tel: +44 (0)20 7278 0433 Fax: +44 (0)20 7278 1142
http://www.earthscan.co.uk

Cover design by Joyce C. Weston
Printed in the United Kingdom

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Global environmental risk / Edited by Jeanne X. Kasperson and Roger
Kasperson.
p- cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 92-808-1027-8
1. Environmental risk assessment. 2. Global environmental change. I.
Kasperson, Jeanne X. 1I. Kasperson, Roger E.
GE145.G57 2001
333.7"14—dc21 2001000693



Global environmental risk



Note from the editors

The wellspring for this volume is an international workshop, ‘“Understanding
Global Environmental Change: The Contributions of Risk Analysis and Manage-
ment,” convened at Clark University’s Center for Technology, Environment, and
Development (CENTED) 11-13 October 1989. Under the collective sponsorship
of the university’s Earth Transformed (ET) Program, the Human Dimensions of
Global Change Programme (HDGCP), the Society for Risk Analysis (SRA), and
the United Nations University (UNU), the workshop brought together some two
dozen prominent scholars from diverse disciplines and a dozen countries.
Workshop participants grappled with teasing out the potential lessons that the
risk community, long accustomed as it was to dealing with complex problems
beset by large uncertainties, might bring to studies of the human dimensions of
global environmental change. Rather remarkably, they managed to prune an
overwhelming list.of worthy topics to focus on several key initiatives that required
immediate attention and to which they agreed to commit their personal efforts.
The workshop generated a series of recommendations for future research, which
UNU subsequently decided to support. This book is the culmination of that work.
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