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This new edition of Sociology: A Brief Introduction
is a major revision. I have, however, continued to pre-
sent the essentials of sociology without a loss of sub-
stance or concreteness. In pruning away those topics
that are not essential for learning about sociological
issues, I have concentrated on major areas in depth
but with enough lively details to maintain student in-
terest. Although this text is relatively short, it pro-
vides instructors and students with the full range of
sociological analyses and issues. To ensure that stu-
dents learn a great deal from this brief text, I have re-
tained most of the successful features of my full-
length book. I have also tried to convey the sense of
excitement that I feel about sociology.

Many students seem to assume that sociology is
merely common sense—that there is nothing new in
sociology, or that whatever is there they have known
all along. To help students recognize how much their
unexamined assumptions affect the way they view
the world, I begin each chapter with a set of popular
myths and the realities behind them that have been
uncovered through sociological research. These
myths and realities are further discussed, along with
many others, throughout the text. Students will find
some of their firmest assumptions challenged, and
that should lead to increased interest in the materials
of the course.

The discussion in each chapter also begins with
a real-life vignette that is designed to dramatize the
central theme of the chapter, showing how abstract
sociological principles reflect underlying realities and
illuminate them.

New to This Edition

This text has been thoroughly revised and updated.
All the real-life vignettes are new, portraying current
events in our fast-changing world. There are consider-

ably more tables and figures than in the previous edi-
tion. And the subject of education is now combined
in a single chapter with science and health. This edi-
tion is packed with new topics, of which only the
most significant are listed below.

Chapter 1: The Essence of Sociology
m Jane Addams is included as one of the founders
of American sociology. (She has long been ig-
nored in textbooks, despite her rare distinction
of being the only sociologist to have won the
Nobel Prize.)

m A new section on the feminist perspective in
sociology.

Chapter 2: Culture
B A new section on American pop culture.

Chapter 3: Social Structure
B A new section containing a sociological analysis
of the reasons for Japan’s emergence as an eco-
nomic giant.

Chapter 4: Groups and Organizations
B A new discussion on female styles of managing
business organizations.

Chapter 5: Socialization
m Updated information on the effect of environ-
ment on intelligence.

B An entirely new section on the processes of so-
cialization: learning how to think, feel, and see
oneself, which replaces the psychological theo-
ries of personality development. This section
incorporates new information on emotional so-
cialization.

B A new section on the influence of gender and
class on adolescent peer groups.
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m Updated information on the effects of television
on socialization.

Chapter 6: Deviance and Control
B An updated section on rape, emphasizing date
rape, especially on college campuses.

B A cross-cultural analysis of homicide.

A new section on control theory, including the
new “shaming theory.”

B A new section on the feminist theory of de-
viance.

m These added sociological theories replace the
biological and psychological theories.

B A new section on the war on drugs.

Chapter 7: Social Stratification
W A new section on poverty, welfare, and home-
lessness.

B A new section on the feminization of poverty.
A new section on global stratification.

New data on the widening gap between the
rich and the poor.

B A new section on how to achieve social
equality.

Chapter 8: Racial and Ethnic Minorities
M A new section on affirmative action and its
critics.

B New data on the victimization of African-Ameri-
cans by stereotypes and legal harassment.

®m Updated information on bilingual education in-
volving Hispanic-Americans.

® New material on the problems of “glass ceiling”
and “model minority” faced by Asian-Ameri-
cans.

Chapter 9: Gender and Age
® Updated information on gender discrimination
in employment.

® A new section on gender bias in religion.
B A new section on gender bias in sports.

m An updated section on the presentation of gen-
der roles in the mass media.

B A new section on elder abuse.

Chapter 10: The Family
B New data on sex myths.
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A new section on the battle over abortion.
A new section on marriage choice.

A new section on stepfamilies.

Updated information on staying single and the
changing American family.

Chapter 11: Religion
m A significantly updated section on religious fun-
damentalism.

m New sections each on New Age and Islam.

B A new section on religious television.

Chapter 12: Politics and the Economy
B A new section on the power to declare war.

m Updated information on political participation.

B A new section on the revolutions in Eastern Eu-
rope and the former Soviet Union.

m Updated information on terrorism.
New data on the postindustrial world.

Updated sections on capitalist and socialist
economies

® A new section on the American economy today.

®m New data on the surge in temporary employ-
ment.

Chapter 13: Education, Science, and Health
m Significantly updated information on AIDS.

® A new section on the changing medical profes-
sion.

B A new section on the right to die.

Chapter 14: Population, Ecology, and Urbanization
B A new section on the latest U.S. census.

m Significantly updated information on environ-
mental pollution.

B A new section on saving the environment.

B A new section on the growth of suburban
cities.

B A new section on the recent changes in Ameri-
can cities.

Chapter 15: Collective Behavior and Social Change
B A new section, “Is the United States in Decline?”

® New information on the demassification of society.
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Onrganization

The book covers all the essential topics for an intro-
ductory sociology course. The first chapter intro-
duces students to the essence of sociology, showing
them how to think sociologically and how to do soci-
ology. Major sociological perspectives and research
methods are presented here. Chapters 2 through 5
examine the social bases of human behavior—cul-
ture, social structure, groups and organizations, and
socialization. These are followed by a chapter on de-
viant behavior, as an illustration of how even seem-
ingly personal actions are socially motivated. Chap-
ters 7 through 9 analyze various forms of human
inequality. They include the inequality between rich
and poor, between dominant and minority groups,
between males and females, and between old and
young. Chapters 10 through 13 deal with major social
institutions—the family, religion, politics, economics,
education, science, and medicine. In the final two
chapters, I discuss those aspects of society that
change most visibly. They are population, ecology,
urbanization, collective behavior (including social
movements), and social change.

Features

SCHOLARSHIP AND READABILITY

This book offers a unique blend of scholarship and
readability. I have tried not to gloss over complex so-
ciological issues but to confront them head-on. Al-
though I have taken great care to be fair and accurate
in discussing the various theoretical and empirical
studies, I have also critiqued them, evaluated them,
or related them to other studies. Further, I have ap-
plied the major sociological perspectives—intro-
duced in the first chapter—throughout the text,
wherever they can throw light on a specific subject.
It has been my goal to make complex sociological
ideas easy for students to follow. To achieve this, I
have written simply and directly, avoiding the use of
long and complicated sentences, but without any
condescension.

CURRENT RESEARCH

I have taken special care to present the most recent
findings from the sociological literature. Sociology is
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a fast-growing field. In recent years it has produced
an abundance of new concepts and data, reflecting
the significant changes that have recently taken place
in American society. Thus many references cited in
this text are as recent as 1992 and 1993. I have also
discussed, with a sociological interpretation, numer-
ous current events reported in first-class newspapers
and newsmagazines.

PEDAGOGICAL AIDS

In order to ensure that students get the most out of
this course, I have developed a comprehensive sys-
tem of pedagogical aids. The overall goal of these
teaching devices is to motivate students and facilitate
learning. Students are encouraged to think about the
materials by themselves or by discussing important is-
sues in class. It is frequently through such active in-
volvement, as opposed to passive acceptance of what
one reads, that students really begin to sharpen their
thinking skills. Then the understanding and absorp-
tion of ideas presented in the text will come easily.

Chapter Vignettes Along with a chapter outline
and a myths and realities box, each chapter opens
with a thought-provoking story. This is intended to
fix the student’s mind on the main themes of the
chapter.

Illustrations and Captions The photographs have
been selected to illuminate key ideas throughout the
text. The captions have been purposely written to re-
capitulate those key ideas. Together, the photos and
captions reinforce the student’s comprehension and
retention of the material.

Questions for Discussion and Review In every
chapter there are questions at the end of each main
section. Instructors can use them as a springboard for
lively discussions in class. Students can use them to
review the main ideas that have just been discussed,
before moving on to the next topic. However the
questions are used, students will learn more as active
thinkers than as passive recipients of facts and ideas.

Chapter Summaries Each chapter ends with a full
summary in a question-and-answer format. The stan-
dard form of summary in an introductory text tends
to turn students into passive consumers of knowl-
edge. In contrast, the question-and-answer format en-
courages students to become actively involved, by
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inviting them to join the author in thinking about im-
portant issues. Students who have actively thought
about what they have read will more easily under-
stand and remember it later.

Key Terms The most important words are identi-
fied in the text with boldface type and are defined
when they are introduced. They are listed and de-
fined again at the end of each chapter, with a page
cross-reference to facilitate study. All key terms are
also defined in full in the Glossary at the end of the
book.

Suggested Readings In line with the currentness
of the material in the text, the most up-to-date books
for further reading are listed at the end of each chap-
ter. These sources enable students to seek additional
knowledge about the subject matter of each chapter.
Most books are readily available in school libraries.

Supplements

Accompanying this text is a useful support package
for instructors and students.

SOCIETIES: A MULTI-CULTURAL READER

A collection of 38 relatively brief articles, all related
to cross-cultural issues, has been assembled by Peter
Morrill of Bronx Community College. There are two
to three readings for each chapter in the text. The
great variety of topics covered will help students ap-
preciate cultural diversity within the United States
and will also illustrate how ways of life in other soci-
eties can differ from the familiar world they know.
Each reading begins with a short introduction that re-
lates the material to key concepts in the text and
ends with a short set of study questions.

INSTRUCTOR’S MANUAL

Prepared by Peter Morrill of Bronx Community Col-
lege, this manual provides chapter outlines, learning
objectives, a complete summary of chapter topics,
and an extensive set of classroom discussion ques-
tions keyed to main topics. Each chapter also in-
cludes demonstrations, projects, and applications
that are designed to develop the thinking skills of stu-
dents. The Instructor’s Manual ends with an exten-
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sive list of audiovisual aids and their sources. The
goal of the manual is to enable instructors to show
students how to think effectively about sociological
topics. In addition, students are helped not only to
master the material of the course but also to take an
active role in learning it.

TEST BANK

The Test Bank, also prepared by Peter Morrill, con-
tains over 1100 multiple-choice, short-answer, and
essay questions. The Test Bank is available as a print-
ed manual and on Testmaster. Testmaster is Harper-
Collins’ computerized test-generating system. It pro-
duces customized tests and allows instructors to
scramble questions and add new ones. Testmaster is
available for use with IBM PC and compatibles, and
the Macintosh.

StubpY GUIDE

A Study Guide, also prepared by Professor Morrill, is
a substantial book in its own right. Each chapter
opens with an outline of the chapter in the text, a list
of learning objectives, a detailed review of the mater-
ial designed to get the student deep into the particu-
lars of the chapter, and numerous questions and an-
swers to check the student’s knowledge.

SUPERSHELL STUDENT TUTORIAL SOFTWARE

Prepared by Peter Morrill, this computerized student
tutorial guide is designed to help students retain the
key concepts and ideas they have read. This versatile
drill-and-practice software contains questions for
each chapter in the text which provide students with
immediate feedback. Questions are referenced to the
pages in the text where relevant information is pre-
sented. Students may print out narrative chapter out-
lines or consult an easy-to-use tutorial guide. In addi-
tion, a flash card program is included to drill students
on the terms in the text’s glossary.

Acknowledgments
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this book. I would also like to thank many colleagues
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at various universities and colleges for reviewing the
manuscript of this edition. Their criticisms and sug-
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book that is both challenging and interesting to stu-
dents. The reviewers include: Tim Britton, Lenoir
Community College; Mary L. Cain, Our Lady of the
Lake University; Alline DeVore, Kingsborough Com-
munity College; Patricia Dorman, Boise State Univer-
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Thesalonia Ford, St. Louis Community College;
Gerald Freeman, Broom Community College; Mark
Geller, Rutgers University; David Jaffe, SUNY-New
Paltz; Michael Kimmel, University of California-
Berkeley; Diane Levy, University of Wilmington;
Charles Mulford, Iowa State University; Daniel Polak,
Hudson Valley Community College; Earl Schaeffer,
Columbus State Community College; and Jeff Weaver,
Defiance College.

I am particularly thankful to Peter Morrill of
Bronx Community College. His tireless pursuit of ap-
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propriate articles for Societies and his work on the
Study Guide, Test Bank, and the Instructor’s Manu-
al have contributed immensely to the text’s support
package.

I owe a special debt to several people at Harper-
Collins. Alan McClare, the sociology editor, has over
the years made me feel that it is a pleasure to write
textbooks for HarperCollins. The meticulous editorial
supervision of Philip Herbst, the development editor,
has greatly enhanced the quality of this revised text.
Ellen MacElree, the project editor, has efficiently
guided the production of the book. Julie Conway,
supplements editor, has assembled an effective teach-
ing and learning package.

Finally, I am grateful to my wife and children
for their understanding and patience. They have
made it possible for me to take a lot of pleasure,
without much guilt, in writing this book.
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