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PREFACE

The kind reception accorded the original volume, Current Therapy in Infectious Disease prompt-
ed the preparation of this new volume. The present work is radically changed from the preceding
one. Virtually all of the authors are different, not because of inadequacies of their predecessors,
but rather to bring to our readers a wider range of viewpoints on the complexities of management
of infectious disease. New topics have been added, some combined, and others reorganized.

We have, however, mairntained the basic thrust of the earlier volume by insisting, wherever
it was appropriate, that the authors eschew the common practice of using permissive and occasion-
ally ambiguous recommendations. Instead, we asked them to tell us what they do in the specific
circumstances under discussion. This principle was outlined in the preface to the previous volume,
from which we now quote liberally.

Many, if not most, textbooks and manuals are written by experts and try to earn the approba-
tion of fellow experts in the field. Since some disagreement within a field is necessary and reason-
able, recommendations for treatment usually contain wide ranges of dosages and broadly permis-
sive statements, such as, ‘‘may sometimes be helpful’’ or “‘is often recommended.’’ For the busy
practitioner, who cannot take the time ta thread through all the details of current controversy or
uncertainty, such distressingly common statements are perplexing in the least and frustrating in
the extreme. If to this problem is added the contemporary one of the new antimicrobial drugs that
are appearing on the market with staggering frequency, difficult problems of choice and awareness
are posed. In addition, given that each new product is usually marketed forcefully and convincingly
by its respective purveyors, the plight of the practitioner is further compounded.

It seems reasonable, therefore, to assemble a volume on treatment and prevention of infec-
tious disease that attempts to cut through the problems of choice and of consensus by adhering
to two simple principles. The first is that experts in their respective fields would be asked to state
what they did when faced with a patient with the disease under discussion. Second, the recommen- *
dations would be given in straightforward terms, especially when dosages, routes, difficuities, and
reasons for a given choice were concerned. If there were acceptable alternatives, these were to
be stated in order of preference. Where there were disagreements, these could be mentioned, but
only in relation to a statement of the author’s preference.

Therefore, this is 2 manual intended for the busy practitioner. It gives only enough diagnostic
information to offer a rational framework for treatment. It is our hope that future editions will
offer recommendaiions from different experts, thereby reflecting occasional differences of approach.

We are most appreciative of the helpful suggestions that we have received; we have tried to
respond to as many of them as possible. We hope that the present effort will elicit constructive
comments from our readers. We have tried to make the presentations succinct, and in so doing
have sometimes edited the individual contributions. Errors and misinterpretations in the presenta-
tions are ours, but we shall be ready to amend and to add to these topics in response to our readers.

We are particularly grateful to the contributors who have provided their expert views on the
various topics that are presented; they have put up with our queries and editorial comments with
good humor and constructive response. Because most of them are members of the Infectious Dis-
eases Society of America, we have, as in the past, attempted to express our appreciation by con-
tributing to the Lectureship Fund of the IDSA, from the royalties of these volumes. However,
the Society has no official involvement with this work, has neither approved nor disapproved ¢¢
it, and is in no way responsible for any of the opinions and judgments expressed.

Our particular gratitude goes to Joan Daniels for her perceptive contributions to this volume,
to Julie McIntyre Curran for her helpful assistance in ways too numerous to mention, and to the.
publisher, Brian Decker, for his many valuable suggestions.

Edward H. Kass
Richard Platt
December, 1985
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