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PROLOGUE:
THE WAR BEYOND

“Good intelligence work, Control had always
preached, was gradual and rested on a kind of
gentleness. The scalphunters were the exception to
his own rule. They weren’t gradual and they weren't

’

gentle either. . .

—John le Carré, Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy

E scorted by Pakistani policemen, the burly American spy was
brought into a crowded interrogation room. Amid a clatter of ring-
ing mobile phones and cross talk among the cops speaking a mish-
mash of Urdu, Punjabi, and English, the investigator tried to decipher
the facts of the case.

“America, you from America?”

“Yes.”

“You're from America and you belong to the American embassy?”

“Yes,” the anxious American voice boomed above the chatter. “My
passport—at the site I showed the police officer . . . It’s somewhere.
It’s lost.”

On the jumpy video footage of the interrogation, he reached be-
neath his checkered flannel shirt and produced a jumble of identifica-

tion badges from a lanyard around his neck. It was one of the few
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things he had managed to hold on to after the chaotic scene at the
traffic circle.

“This is an old badge. This is Islamabad.” He showed the badge to
the man across the desk and then flipped to a more recent badge prov-
ing his employment in the American consulate in Lahore.

A telephone rang, and one of the officers in the crowded room dis-
patched with the call quickly. “We arrested an embassy man. I will
call you back.” The interrogation resumed.

“You are working at the consulate general in Lahore?”

“Yes.”

‘Asa.. 2"

“I, I just work as a consultant there.”

“Consultant?” The man behind the desk was skeptical. He paused
for a moment and then shot a question in Urdu to another policeman.
“And what'’s the name?”

“Raymond Davis,” the officer responded.

“Raymond Davis,” the American confirmed. “Can I sit down?”

“Please do. Give you water?” the officer asked.

“Do you have a bottle? A bottle of water?” Davis asked.

Another officer in the room laughed. “You want water?” he asked.
“No money, no water.”

Behind the chair where Davis had taken a seat, another policeman
walked into the room and asked for an update.

“Is he understanding everything? And he just killed two men?”

Raymond Allen Davis—a former high school football and wres-
tling star from western Virginia, a retired Army Green Beret and
onetime private soldier for Blackwater USA, and now a clandestine
CIA operative in Pakistan—had hours earlier been navigating dense
traffic in Lahore, his thick frame wedged into the driver’s seat of a
white Honda Civic. A city once ruled by Mughals, Sikhs, and the Brit-

ish, Lahore is Pakistan’s cultural and intellectual capital, and for
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nearly a decade had been on the fringes of America’s secret war in
Pakistan.

But by 2011, the map of Islamic militancy inside Pakistan had been
redrawn, and factions that once had little contact with each other had
cemented new alliances to survive the CIA’s drone campaign in the
western mountains. Groups that had focused most of their energies
dreaming up bloody attacks against India had begun aligning them-
selves closer to al Qaeda and other organizations with a thirst for
global jihad. Some of these groups had deep roots in Lahore, which
was the very reason why Raymond Davis and a CIA team had set up
operations from a safe house in the city.

But now Davis was sitting in a Lahore police station, having shot
two young men who had approached his car with guns drawn, while
riding a black motorcycle, at a traffic circle congested with cars, bi-
cycles, and rickshaws. Davis had taken his semiautomatic Glock pis-
tol and blown a handful of bullets through the windshield, shattering
the glass and hitting one of the men in the stomach, arm, and else-
where on his body. As the other man fled, Davis got out of his Honda
and shot several rounds into his back.

He radioed the American consulate for help, and within minutes a
Toyota Land Cruiser was in sight, careering in the wrong direction
down a one-way street. But the car struck and killed a young Paki-
stani motorcyclist and then left with Davis still standing in the mid-
dle of the road. An assortment of bizarre paraphernalia was scattered
at the scene, including a black mask, approximately one hundred bul-
lets, and a piece of cloth with an American flag. The cell phone inside
Davis’s car contained photos of Pakistani military installations, taken
surreptitiously.

Within days of the debacle at the traffic circle, the CIA director
would lie to Pakistan’s spymaster during a phone call and private

meeting, denying that Davis worked for the CIA. President Barack
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Obama was vague during a press conference about Davis’s role in the
country, calling for the release of “our diplomat in Pakistan.” The
CIA’s station chief in Islamabad, who had arrived in the country just
days before the shootings, fought openly with the American ambas-
sador there, insisting that the United States give no ground, and cut
no deals, to secure Davis’s release. The game in Pakistan had changed,
he said, and the time of friendly relations between the CIA and Paki-
stan’s spy service had passed.

From now on, things would be handled according to Moscow
Rules—the unwritten, unforgiving ways of spycraft practiced be-
tween enemies during the Cold War.

In an instant, the bloody affair seemed to confirm all the conspira-
cies ginned up inside crowded bazaars and corridors of power in Pak-
istan: that the United States had sent a vast secret army to Pakistan,
men who sowed chaos and violence as part of a covert American war
in the country. The wife of one of Davis’s victims, convinced that her
husband’s killer would never be brought to justice, swallowed a lethal
amount of rat poison.

But the Davis affair also told a bigger story. The former Green
Beret hired by the CIA for a manhunt in Pakistan was the face of an
American spy agency that has been transformed after a decade of
conflicts far from declared war zones. No longer a traditional espio-
nage service devoted to stealing the secrets of foreign governments,
the Central Intelligence Agency has become a killing machine, an
organization consumed with man hunting.

And just as the CIA has come to take on tasks traditionally associ-
ated with the military, with spies turned into soldiers, so has the op-
posite occurred. The American military has been dispersed into the
dark spaces of American foreign policy, with commando teams run-
ning spying missions that Washington would never have dreamed of

approving in the years before 9/11. Prior to the attacks of September



THE WAR BEYOND | 5

11, the Pentagon did very little human spying, and the CIA was not
officially permitted to kill. In the years since, each has done a great
deal of both, and a military-intelligence complex has emerged to carry
out the new American way of war.

The historical contours of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq are by
now well known. But for more than a decade a separate and parallel
war has been waged, a dark reflection of the “big wars” that America
began after the September 11 attacks. In a shadow war waged across
the globe, America has pursued its enemies using killer robots and
special-operations troops. It has paid privateers to set up clandestine
spying networks and relied on mercurial dictators, unreliable foreign
intelligence services, and ragtag proxy armies. In places where the
United States couldn’t send ground troops, fringe characters material-
ized to play outsize roles, including a chain-smoking Pentagon official
who teamed up with a CIA figure from the Iran-Contra scandal to
run an off-the-books spying operation in Pakistan, and an heiress
from the horse country of Virginia, who became obsessed with Soma-
lia and convinced the Pentagon to hire her to hunt al Qaeda opera-
tives there.

The war has stretched across multiple continents, from the moun-
tains of Pakistan to the deserts of Yemen and North Africa, from the
simmering clan wars of Somalia to the dense jungles of the Philip-
pines. The foundations of the secret war were laid by a conservative
Republican president and embraced by a liberal Democratic one who
became enamored of what he had inherited. President Barack Obama
came to see it as an alternative to the messy, costly wars that topple
governments and require years of American occupation. In the words
of John Brennan, one of President Obama’s closest advisers whom
Obama eventually tapped to run the CIA, instead of the “hammer”
America now relies on the “scalpel.”

The analogy suggests that this new kind of war is without costs or



