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Foreword Edition 2008

We herewith present the 2008 edition of the study ‘The World of Organic Agriculture’
documenting current statistics, recent developments-and t¥énds in global organic farming,
The Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL), the International Federation of Or-
ganic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) and the Foundation Ecology & Agriculture (SOEL)
have been compiling the global statistical yearbook since 2000, with the support of Niirn-
bergMesse. Since 2000, the latest global organic figures have been presented annually at the
BioFach Fair in Nuremburg, of which IFOAM is the patron.

For this edition, the statistical information and all chapters have been updated. New addi-
{tions include chapters on organic aquaculture, the FAO/IFOAM/UNCTAD International
Task Force on Harmonization and Equivalence in Organic Agriculture (ITF) and a detailed
report on organic farming in the Pacific Islands.

We are very thankful to the authors for contributing in depth information on their conti-
nent, their country or their field of expertise. We would furthermore like to express our
gratitude to information and data providers as well as the editors, who have made the publi-
cation of this yearbook possible. We think that this product improves with each edition, and
this is due to the huge commitment of numerous experts from all over the world.

Many thanks are due to Udo Funke of NiirnbergMesse, the organizer of BioFach, who fi-
nancially supported this as well as earlier editions of this study.

Furthermore, we have two new sponsors: the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs
(SECO) / Economic Development and Cooperation and the International Trade Centre
(ITC). We are very grateful to both for granting financial support for the global survey on
organic farming.

Finally, we are very pleased to announce that this edition of ‘The World of Organic Agricul-
ture' is published in a hardcover edition by Earthscan (London, UK), and we are very grateful
to Tim Hardwick at Earthscan for having initiated this cooperation. Earthscan is a leading
publisher in environmentally sustainable development.

Bonn, Prick, Bad Duerkheim, February 2008

Angela Caudle de Freitas Urs Niggli Uli Zerger
[FOAM Executive Director Director FiBL Director SOEL
Bonn, Germany Frick, Switzerland Bad Duerkheim, Germany
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