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Preface

In preparing this book, we intended to provide
a source of information to fill a serious void in the
training of undergraduate students of dentistry in
the pharmacotherapeutics of oral disease; and, in
addition, to provide an accurate and usable refer-
ence book for practitioners of dentistry and medi-
cine.

Although brief reviews of various disease states
are included, this book is not intended as a text-
book on oral diagnosis. Rather, it is assumed that
the reader already knows, is familiar with, or has
access to information concerning the nature of the
disease processes. Thus, our authors have been
permitted to devote their contributions almost en-
tirely to the management and treatment of oral dis-
eases and associated vstemic abnormalities.

In attempting to attain these objectives effec-
tively, our authors have emphasized the specific
therapeutic approach to each disease state rather
than the study of the medications per se. In other
words, instead of considering the efficacy of each
drug in the management of disease, the objective
has been to discuss each disease entity in terms
of those drugs which may be useful in its man-
agement and control.

It is to be noted that many of the diseases dis-
cussed in this book might at first glance appear to
be of only cursory interest to the dentist; but these
diseases, in our opinion, do have important implica-
tions in regard to the patient’s oral or systemic
health, and thus serve ‘to emphasize systemic-oral
interrelationships.

Parts I and II deal with broad generalizations
concerning pharmacology and the application of
this field to the therapy of oral disease. Included in
these sections are relatively brief introductory ex-
positions of pharmacologic principles (Part I) and
the pharmacotherapeutics of drug groups and indi-
vidual drug substances (Part II) of particular im-
portance in the treatment of oral lesions.

Part III is concerned almost entirely with the
treatment of specific oral and dental diseases, as
well as a number of systemic diseases of particular
import to practitioners of dentistry. Each contribu-
tion has been written by a person experienced in

the specific area about which he was selected to
write. In presenting the various therapeutic ap-
proaches, each author was advised to place empha-
sis on the more recent and acceptable treatment
methods and to include as many implications of
current investigations as was considered advisable.
Furthermore, to ensure that as mu¢h pertinent ref-
erence information as possible might be conveni-
ently and freely presented, our contributors were
permitted to include references in their bibliog-
raphies which are not specifically alluded to in the
body of the text.

Undoubtedly, many of the treatments suggested
by our authors will provoke valid divergences of
opinion. In fact, a number of different opinions were
expressed by the various authors themselves. In
weighing these opinions, the reader should remem-
ber that each therapeutic approach has been se-
lected by an individual whom the editors believe
to be highly qualified. In any event, by stimulating
thought, discussion, and experiment, such differ-
ences in opinion should have a positive value.

It should be noted that we, rather than the indi-
vidual contributors, are responsible for the selected
suggested reading portions of the bibliographies
listed in the text.

Finally, the reader’s attention is called to the
Epitome section, which appears on tinted paper in
the middle of the book. It is our belief that this
section will prove to be an unusually important
and unique supplement to the text, since it offers:

1. A unification of therapeutic information
which is basically applicable to many areas of the
text

2. A means ot avoiding the reading of repetitious
details

3. A simple, practical, and easily located refer-
ence for obtaining the more common and necessary
information about certain drugs and drug groups
and their applications to oral disease.

Austin H. Kutscher
Edward V. Zegarelli
George A. Hyman
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