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At the turn of the century, after three decades of
women’s studies and feminist activism, what lies
ahead for feminist teachers and students? In this book
we will explore the many issues and topics that have
grown out of women’s studies over the last three
decades, as well as the new economic and social con-
ditions that we face in the world today. Women'’s stud-
ies in the United States looks quite different now from
its beginnings in the early 1970s. At that time, hardly
any feminist scholarships existed in academic depart-
ments and much of the writing of earlier feminists had
been neglected or ignored in college and university
classrooms. As women’s studies classes grew in num-
ber throughout the 1970s, 80s, and 90s, they became
part of a vibrant popular feminist movement linked to
transformations in society at large, such as legal, so-
cial, economic, political, and cultural change. For in-
stance, advances in approaches to sexual assault and
harassment were made in the legal arena, changing
workplaces and homes. Current attitudes toward the
family, women’s work and mothering, and sexuality
would have been almost unthinkable in the 1950s and
early 60s. Feminists have played a major role in these
changes and women’s studies classrooms have assisted
in the formulation of new ideas and the analysis and
discussion of the role of women in society.

In the late 1970s and 1980s, women’s studies re-
sponded to challenges by changing its curriculum and
content. For example, the earlier homophobia that
marked some programs was answered by new empha-
sis on the study of sexuality and lesbian cultures.

Teachers addressed the race and class bias of early
women'’s studies programs and projects by changing
curricular content to include the study of women of
color and working class women. During this time pe-
riod and throughout the 1990s, the curriculum ex-
panded to include women with disabilities, women
from multiple ethnicities, as well as transgender and
bisexual communities. Across several decades and
through debate and struggle as well as success and
achievement, women’s studies courses reflected an in-
creasingly diverse and multicultural world.

However, one emphasis was still missing or margin-
alized: an international perspective on women’s lives
and concerns. Until recently, there were only two ways
of addressing international issues in the women'’s stud-
ies classroom. The first method, popular since the
1970s, was to point to the similarities among women
around the world and across time periods. This “com-
mon world of women” approach focused on topics such
as motherhood and family structure. While this well-
meaning approach seemed to propose a world of people
without prejudices of skin color or national biases, all
linked through biology or cultural activities that seem to
be the lot of women the world over, it did not recognize
that women are also divided by class, race, nationality,
sexuality, and other signs of power. The second ap-
proach was a more hierarchical one that viewed Western
culture as modern and other cultures as hoping or need-
ing to catch up to the West in Western terms. This
“women and development” approach posed an impor-
tant set of questions about poverty, education, and
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health. However, many feminists could not avoid ac-
knowledging that development programs in the poorest
nations did not result in improvements in women’s lives.
Instead, women’s power and influence in the household
deteriorated as a result of modernization policies such as
population control, increased industrialization, and the
use of technology in agriculture. Given the problems
with these two approaches, are there better ways for
women’s studies to introduce the study of women within
and beyond the boundaries of the United States?

In writing and compiling this book, our hope is to
encourage women'’s studies to invent new ways to in-
ternationalize our curricula. Without throwing out the
valuable work from the past or ignoring our local con-
cerns and agendas, we believe that it is the right time
to alter our frameworks and diversify, once again, the
subject matter of women’s studies. The field has
shown, over several decades of dialogue and debate,
that it can change and become stronger. When the
world changes, a field such as women’s studies must
engage these changes and lead the way in analyzing
and discussing women and gender in new ways.

The goal of this introductory textbook is to encour-
age people to be more aware of the connections between
their lives and what they learn about the rest of the world
from their families, teachers, communities, and the me-
dia. For example, how do women’s studies students un-
derstand world events in the newspaper? In 1999, an ar-
ticle and accompanying photograph appeared in
national newspapers describing a visit by then-First
Lady Hillary Clinton and her daughter Chelsea to Egypt
for a women’s rights conference. Hillary Clinton was
quoted as supporting women'’s rights to education,
health care, and political participation in so-called de-
veloping countries. The photograph showed mother and
daughter with scarves covering their heads in accor-
dance with Islamic tradition. We asked our students to
write about this article and to focus on the significance
of the main quotations and the ways the two women
were dressed. Were there any connections between po-
litical and social issues in the United States and the pres-
ence of the spouse of the President at a women’s rights
conference in North Africa? In particular, we asked our
students to think about how they might have read this ar-
ticle before they took the class. Most students reported
that either they would have ignored the article altogether
or, if they were interested in Hillary Clinton, they would

have accepted her endorsement of women’s human
rights and the need for development in Egypt and other
“Third World” countries at face value. What they
learned in the class was that things can be more compli-
cated. Thus, Hillary Clinton may indeed support
women’s rights around the world, but it is in the best in-
terest of the United States to represent this as a foreign
need rather than one that could also be necessary for
some women at home. Similarly, the adoption of mod-
est headgear could signal her attempt to please her
Egyptian hosts—but it also could be seen as a sign of her
willingness to play the role of a “traditional” wife in the
midst of her husband’s impending impeachment trial.
For women’s studies students and teachers, there are
many interesting things to notice and discuss about this
article and photograph, some related to international is-
sues and many connected to other topics closer to home
in the United States.

This example from our class meetings shows that “in-
ternationalizing” the women’s studies curricula does not
mean focusing on the foreign, the strange, or exotic
women in distant places. Nor does it mean an inattention
is paid to women in the United States. Rather, to begin to
think more internationally means that we learn to make
connections between the lives and cultures of women in
diverse places without reducing all women’s experiences
into a “common culture.” We can begin by asking why
we see certain items in the news and not others. How
does information reach us? What local and national in-
fluences shape our view of the world in which we live?
What do we think we need to know or learn about? How
can we discover what other people think about us and
why? These are just a few of the many questions raised
in a course that internationalizes women’s studies.

The next compelling set of concerns for our stu-
dents is the increasingly global world in which we all
live. Our jobs, our shopping habits, our recreation, the
food we eat, are all determined to a greater or lesser de-
gree by a global economy. The spread of this global
economy around the world is known as globalization.
This globalized economy is new in many ways, and we
must learn more about the trade agreements and the in-
ternational bodies that govern the financial world. But
the seeds of this economy were sown much earlier.
Starting in the sixteenth century, European expansion
and colonization led to a world linked no longer sim-
ply through trade but also through military might and
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imperial rule. The inequalities produced by colonial
expansion created a new map of the world. “West” and
“East” came to refer to Europe and its “others” (all re-
gions and cultures Europeans had encountered since
the Crusades of the eleventh to the thirteenth cen-
turies). In the twenty-first century, the legacies of these
encounters remain within the difference between what
is called the “North” (industrialized countries of North
America and Europe) and the “South” (the so-called
underdeveloped or rural countries of Latin America,
Africa, and Asia, among others). Divisions between
the so-called Third World and the First World reflect
the aftereffects of earlier colonial and imperial poli-
cies. For instance, European colonization created a dif-
ference between those who were seen as “barbaric” or
“uncivilized” and those who believed themselves to be
“civilized” and superior. This difference was often ex-
pressed in racial, cultural, or national terms. In addi-
tion, throughout this time period, differences between
men and women were tied to differences of race and
class. Differences between women from ‘“barbaric”
cultures and those from “civilized” cultures become
key to understanding gender then and today. These his-
tories of gender in relation to race, class, nationality,
culture, religion, sexuality, and other factors are a cru-
cial part of the women’s studies curriculum in what we
call a transnational world, where inequality and differ-
ences rather than commonalities can be highlighted.
A transnational approach to women’s studies re-
quires some new methods. The term transnational
means a number of different things. First of all, it
means, literally, moving across national boundaries.
Throughout this book we refer to the ways in which
people, goods, money, and media images cross na-
tional boundaries in new ways that start to change our
very idea of what we mean by national and local iden-
tities. Second, the term transnational enables us to see
how this transformation of national boundaries de-
pends not only on political changes but also on eco-
nomic and cultural shifts. In women’s studies we can
look at these changes from an interdisciplinary per-
spective, drawing on many fields of study to begin to
understand these complex conditions. Third, the term
transnational refers to new forms of international al-
liances and networks across national boundaries that
are enabled by new media and technologies as well as
contemporary political, economic, and cultural move-

ments. These transnational networks are often aided by
nongovernmental organizations and new social move-
ments. Fourth, it is very important to stress that these
new international communities and identities do not
simply create an ideal world where women are all the
same and equal. Rather, a transnational approach pays
attention to the inequalities and differences that arise
from new forms of globalization as well as from older
histories of colonialism and racism. A transnational
approach, as we use it in this book, emphasizes the
world of connections of all kinds that do not necessar-
ily create similarities. Rather, the transnational world
in which we are all living is a world of powerful possi-
bilities and challenges.

—oHow to Use Thir Book

Women’s studies scholarship is so industrious and in-
terdisciplinary that the field seems to shapeshift every
few years. This changing and dynamic quality of
women’s studies is exactly what excites those of us
who participate in it. Yet it poses a problem for the au-
thors of textbooks who need to present an overview of
the field: How do you harness this growing entity that
we call “women’s studies”? This challenge confronts
anyone who contemplates the introductory course.
What to put in and what to leave out? Our decisions are
difficult and often partial. Some people resort to disci-
plinary approaches to narrow down materials, creating
a more “sociological” or “humanities-based” design.
Others limit the course to the United States. Everyone
worries about the introductory course: is it representa-
tive or inclusive enough? We addressed this problem
by working together, combining our knowledge and
experience as researchers and teachers. We also con-
sulted students, friends, and colleagues in many fields.
In many ways, we compounded our problems, since
the materials for our book increased exponentially. But
we also renewed our commitment to the intellectual
and political challenge of the introductory course as a
kind of laboratory for interdisciplinary work. And we
rediscovered the pleasure of learning new ideas and
content. In the process, the course has become more ef-
fective overall and interesting to teach. We hope that
whether you are an instructor or a student, using this
textbook will bring you a great deal of pleasure and
new knowledge.
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It is impossible to include everything we think is
important to introduce the study of women and gender
in a transnational frame. We have had to make difficult
decisions. Even so, there is a lot of material in this
book. Although we have taught the sections in this
book exactly as you find them in the table of contents,
we expect that people will use them as the foundation
for a class and then add other materials that make sense
based on their own expertise. We have ordered the sec-
tions in such a way that they build on each other, but
we encourage users of the book to move around in it
and find the paths through the materials that make the
most sense. The instructor’s manual also provides
helpful suggestions and additional materials.

To help you decide how you want to use the book,
we have written introductions to each of the four parts.
These introductions provide you with primary con-
cepts, questions, and terms as well as the rationale for
the sections. In addition, our short comments precede
each excerpted piece to situate the author or topic in a
more specific way. We have included key words to clar-
ify and define concepts and events as well as to identify
historical figures. Summary questions follow each sec-
tion to facilitate class discussion and reading compre-
hension. Many of our colleagues have asked us why we
chose to use excerpts instead of leaving pieces intact.
Our first answer is length! In attempting to use pieces
that refer us to many different places and time periods,
we found that we needed a variety of examples of
scholarly and popular work. Our solution was to edit
pieces and use only part of each one. Our comments at
the start of each piece are a way to place them in a larger
context and link them together. Nevertheless, we en-
courage people to read the entire article or book if they
like. If a piece interests you, you can find the full cita-
tion in the bibliography at the end of the book.

As we have worked on this project, we have been
thinking a great deal about the different kinds of people
who choose to teach and to take courses in women’s
studies. Since our goal for the course is to provide an in-
terdisciplinary introduction to the field, we have
thought a lot about how to encourage our colleagues
across many disciplines to use this book. For some, a
book outside of their discipline may seem inadequate.
Yet, in putting together a book on international and
transnational issues, we have found that we need many
disciplines as well as contributions from interdiscipli-

nary fields. Such an approach allows us to see how gen-
der comes to mean different things in different places in
the modern world and how emerging feminist move-
ments can draw upon this history in their organizing
and theorizing. In the years we have worked on this
textbook, we have read work in many fields. We have
tried to include as many approaches as we could. There
are certainly some topics and approaches that are not
represented in this book and some locations or regions
that we have not mentioned. Similarly, there may be
important issues we have not been able to include. This
book is a place to begin the study of women and gender
in a transnational world. There is much more to be said.
We hope that this book will inspire you to add materi-
als and bring your own interests and concerns to the in-
troduction of women’s studies.

—oThe Sections of the Book

I.Women’s Bodies in Science and Culture

How to begin the study of women and gender in a
transnational world? There are many points of entry to
this interdisciplinary field. We decided to begin this
textbook at the point that works for us and for many of
our students: the rise of Western science and the emer-
gence of modern notions of sexual and racial difference.
If we understand this history, we can see how terms and
concepts that we take for granted, such as sex, gender,
and race, change their meaning and significance over
time. Therefore, we begin this textbook by asking ques-
tions about the history of scientific and medical knowl-
edge as a way to demonstrate that all kinds of informa-
tion about bodies, male and female, raced or classed or
ethnicized, come from a social or cultural source. How
some of these sources gain power and credibility, influ-
encing ideas about men and women and society in gen-
eral, and how some do not is a key part of women’s stud-
ies. The spread of these ideas and explanations about
sex, gender, and race is influenced by economic, politi-
cal, and cultural changes on a global scale.

The pieces excerpted in this section introduce the
history of science and medicine in a way that shows
how different people are studied and defined accord-
ing to methods that place some populations and
groups in very unequal relations to others. In particu-
lar, we look at the notion of scientific objectivity as it



INTRODUCTION xxi

has been applied to human biology and the rise of sex
differences as the primary explanation for human di-
versity. We also examine the participation of women
in science and technology. The rise of eugenics and
other racialized sciences of population control is in-
cluded in this section to provide links among the his-
tory of racism and European colonialism, biological
notions of sexual difference and social class, and
stakes in controlling or influencing reproduction.
Crucial to the history of women’s bodies in science
and medicine are the new local and global forms of
education and organizing activities. These activities
have altered the relationship between gender, science,
and medicine.

Il. Gendered ldentities: Individuals,
Communities, Nations, Worlds

Identity is a crucial part of feminist analysis. In the first
part of the book, we show how science and medical
knowledge create powerful identities of gender, race,
class, and ethnicity in the modern period. In Part Two,
we assemble materials that show how specific identi-
ties become crucial to the operation of the nation-state;
that is, how the political structure that has become the
dominant form of government around the world pro-
duced a new kind of political entity—the individual
citizen, who can vote, own property, and participate in
national life. What role have women played in the for-
mation of nation and state in modern times? How does
gender shape and inform politics on a local level in
communities as well as on a larger scale? Just as the
economic system of capitalism brought about new
needs for technologies and scientific practices, the
emergence of democratic nation-states in Europe and
its former colonies has prompted new roles and identi-
ties for people, such as the citizen and the individual.
In this part of the book, we explore the ways that the
modern state requires national, ethnic, and gendered
identities in order to operate. Just as every person in the
modern world must possess a nationality, it seems that
each person must be able to be identified fully and
clearly as male or female. Since most people also hold
identities in relation to families and other groups, we
can see that there are many possible identities that can
influence the power and agency that women hold in the
world.

I1l. Representations, Cultures, Media, and
Markets

Representation and gender are key issues in women'’s
studies. Over the last thirty years, feminists have stud-
ied how women have been portrayed in art and popu-
lar culture in many periods of time. Stereotypes, both
negative and positive, have been examined in areas
such as politics, media, art, literature, advertising, and
film. Thus, we have come to understand femininity and
masculinity through the ways that culture conveys
dominant notions of gender, race, class, and sexuality.
In addition, the points of view and the work of many
women who have been marginalized or oppressed have
been sought out and recovered.

Recasting these issues in a transnational frame-
work, we need to consider the industries that produce
knowledge and ways of seeing. For example, images
of women who appear to be “exotic” or “primitive” or
“natural” cannot be viewed only as gendered but must
be seen as part of the history of capitalism and modern
imperialism. The power to produce and disseminate in-
formation in the context of modern European colo-
nization has enabled the proliferation of various kinds
of stereotypes linked not only to race but also to reli-
gion, nationality, sexuality, and class. In women’s
studies, therefore, we can learn about industrialization
and the expansion of capitalism through communica-
tion technologies and media such as print, cinema, and
the Internet. The globalization of advertising and me-
dia brings with it newly gendered meanings of the
body, beauty, family, and culture. In this part of the
book, we aim to provide not only a view of the various
representations of gender that proliferate in the world
but also an understanding of the production and con-
sumption of these images and ideas.

IV. Gendering Globalization and Displacement

This part of the book discusses displacement in the
context of globalization; that is, how the movements of
goods, services, finance, people, and ideas have
changed in the modern period. Since globalization
shapes contemporary ideas about gender and links
gendered roles across national boundaries, we examine
both economic and cultural aspects of the emergence
of this modern global world. What do we mean by
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“modern” and by “global”? The phenomenon that we
are examining here has been in the making for at least
five centuries. From the fifteenth century, colonization
and conquest began to change the ways in which peo-
ple everywhere lived and worked, along with their
sense of identity and belonging. The dramatic increase
in prosperity in Europe brought about by colonization
was linked directly to the impoverishment and geno-
cide of people in the colonized zones. This prosperity
and the search for more resources and markets encour-
aged more circulations of people and goods. Travel for
trade and for war led to the development of transporta-
tion routes that, in later periods, enabled tourism as
well as migration and urbanization. The forced dis-
placement of millions of people through slavery and
indentured labor contributed to the profits of the in-
dustrialized nations. These displacements continue to
leave a legacy in which forms of culture and identity
rooted in a place of origin become the basis for na-
tionalist social and political movements.

In closing the book with this section, we want to fo-
cus on the ways that gender comes to matter in these
diverse displacements. How has this history affected
different women and in what ways? If some women
have traveled for leisure, others have traveled to work
in fields or homes or factories. When women are dis-
placed by war or famine, they may face specific chal-
lenges and risks. Slavery and involuntary displacement
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have affected women in particular ways. In looking at
many forms of displacement across this long modern
period, we ask: Has globalization created a common
world for women? In Part Four, we provide examples
of the ways in which the idea of a common world for
women remains in tension with the continuing in-
equalities that globalization generates. These tensions
are signs of connection or links between women as
well as points of opportunity for deeper understanding
and social change.

Conclusion

We end this book with a brief consideration of why
feminism still matters in the new century. If we accept
that women'’s studies and feminist approaches will al-
ways be changing in relation to current conditions and
needs, then part of our task in this field is to recognize
and comment on contemporary issues and debates,
such as the effects of globalization. In our view, the
task posed at this point in time is how to think transna-
tionally. The world in which we live is not simply
bounded by the borders of one community or nation.
We will better understand feminist futures if we ac-
knowledge the ways in which we are part of a complex
and connected world, a world that is undoubtedly
transnational.
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