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FOREWORD

Welcome to the 8th edition of the Asian Education Yearbook.

The Asian Education Yearbook 1999 is the most
important and effective guide to study abroad for students
from Asian countries. This edition provides a single volume
where students and their advisors can examine an
intensive selection of quality higher & further education
and language courses in the USA, UK, Canada, Australia,
and New Zealand. We also include institutions in
European countries.

Part 1 of this edition comprises a section showing details
of universities, colleges and institutions worldwide offering
higher and further education study.

MBA courses are shown in Part 2.

Part 3 offers an introduction to Distance Learning for those
unable to travel for their studies.

Independent and Boarding Schools of interest to those
looking for overseas education from kindergarten through
to senior years are included in Part 4.

Colour profiles providing an editorial review of all the
institutions advertising in this book make up Part 5.

Finally, but in some cases most important to those for
whom English is not the first language, Part é details
English as a Foreign Language programmes.

Future editions of this Yearbook, together with its
companion volumes, the Middle East & African Education
Yearbook, the European Education Yearbook and the
South American Education Yearbook will follow the
development of higher and further education and
language learning as details of further courses and new
institutions become available.

We would like to thank institutions that have contributed
information for these pages and hope that students
wishing to study in another country will find the
information they need here. We would welcome
comments, corrections and suggestions for further editions.
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PART 1

HIGHER &
FURTHER

EDUCATION
AROUND
THE WORLD

Personal recommendation from
someone who knows an
institution well and has studied
there can be very helpful.
However, you may also wish to
carry out your own research - and
this AsiIAN EDUCATION YEARBOOK is
designed to help you do just that.

The following Higher Education section
represents an important selection of
education institutions.

Part | is divided into seven sections
dedling with the UK, Australia, New
Zealand, the USA, Canada, Europe and
the rest of the world.

At the beginning of each of the national
sections there is an introductory article

outlining the main features and benefits of
studying in that country and providing
practical information about application
procedures.

Each of these articles is followed by

a subject guide, and listings of
individual institutions which have
confirmed their interest in attracting
students from Asian countries by supplying
this data. The information was gathered
by submitting a carefully structured
questionnaire to leading universities,
colleges and other tertiary institutions in
each country.

The subject guide shows you which of
the key fifty-four subjects, identified by the
AsiAN EpucATION YEARBOOK as being
universally the most common, are offered
at the institutions listed in this part and
whether these subjects may be studied at
undergraduate, postgraduate or pre-
degree level, or any combination of these.
The institutions in the courses guides are
listed alphabetically.

The listings are designed fo give readers
a brief depiction of the institution,
complete with essential contact
information.

Size, location, environment and special
characteristics of each institution are
included and many listings highlight the
main study areas, minimum language
proficiency level required and if language
instruction is offered.

You will often see ‘TOEFL' and ‘IELTS’
scores required for level of English. These
are standard international tests which are
administered throughout the world.
Application procedures, deadlines and
accommodation facilities are all covered.
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College and Programme Profiles
Finally, in full colour we present several
pages of short articles or profiles,
depicting Higher and Further Education
institutions, along with MBA Programmes
and Language Learning schools.

If you want to find out more about any
institution, use the special Reader Enquiry
Service or the Direct Response Cards
supplied by some advertisers at the end of
the book. You may also phone, fax, email
or write direct fo the institutions listed.
Supply as much information as possible
and state that you have seen their listing in
the ASIAN EDUCATION YEARBOOK 1999.

More details from advertisers may be
obtained through our Web Site on

www.worldofstudy.com

QUESTIONS TO ASK
WHEN CONSIDERING
STUDYING OVERSEAS

* Do | want to be located in
or near a big city, in the
suburbs, in a small town
or in the country?

* What kind of campus am |
looking for? Large or small
with residential or apartment
accommodation nearby?

* How much help and
support will | need?

¢ Does this school offer the
exact degree program that
| am interested in?

¢ What are other students
like at this institution?
Will | be able to compete
with them?

e Will | be able to make use
of my degree at home?

¢ Are the weather conditions
important to me?

* How much does it cost?
Can | afford it? Is there
financial aid available?

* Is my level of English high
enough?




RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

British higher education was
transformed from an elite to a
mass system between the mid-
1980s and the mid-1990s.
Whereas in 1985 the total
number of full time students in
higher education was 583,000,
by 1993 the number was well in
excess of one million. For home
students 18-19 years of age, this
expansion represented more than
a doubling in the participation
rate so that by 1993 almost 30%
of this age group was enrolled on
full time courses. Overseas
students also benefited from this
expansion, their absolute number
almost doubling from 53,000 in
1985 to over 100,000 in 1993,
thereby reflecting an even faster
rate of growth than the home
student population.

But the growth in the student population
was not the only — or indeed, the most
important — change that occurred
during the last decade. Other changes
included the elevation of polytechnics to
university status which in turn resulted in
changes in the admissions system. In
addition, the whole basis of funding the
universities has been transformed, with
much greater emphasis now placed on
research ratings and teaching quality
assessments, both of which are carried
out by the Funding Council on a
department by department basis. When
university status was conferred on the
polytechnics in 1992, this meant that
they were freed from the control of the
Council for National Academic Awards
and empowered to offer their own
degrees rather than those of the Council.

Although the size of the higher
education sector was unaffected by this
change, the number of universities
almost doubled, the old polytechnics
becoming the ‘new universities’, thereby
replacing those universities which had
come info being in the 1960s. Although
the British higher education system
dates back almost 800 years, the
majority of the institutions were founded
in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
The origin of the polytechnics has been
different, developing as they have out of
local institutions and gearing themselves
to local and regional needs. However,
over the years they have developed a
reputation for flexibility, innovation and
adaptability to changing market need:s.

The new British university system
therefore represents a balance between
relatively new and innovative institutions

and the more traditional universities.
However, as a result of changes in
funding policy, they are all now funded
according to the same criteria for both
teaching and research, although it
remains frue that because of the
preferential treatment they received
under earlier funding regimes the
traditional universities have a
comparative advantage in research,
particularly scientific research.

HIGH QUALITY

British higher education is renowned
throughout the world for its high quality
and the high quality of its graduates.
This is because the emphasis in teaching
and learning is not just on the acquisition
of a specialist body of knowledge, but
also on developing a student's analytical
powers and critical skills irrespective of
his/her area of study. Students are
expected and encouraged to challenge
traditional assumptions that underpin
theory, to
examine carefully
the methodology
on which
research findings
are based and to
examine critically
any predictions
or
recommendations
that flow from
these findings.

Such an
approach can
best be pursued
if teaching is
carried out in
small groups in which questioning and
dialogue are both encouraged. Small
group teaching, in addition to formal
lectures, is an important feature of the
British system of higher education.
Students are expected to prepare for
these small group meetings, or
seminars as they are called, by
undertaking prescribed reading on a
particular topic. During the seminars
themselves all students are expected to
participate in discussion, by raising
queries about matters which concern
them and by contributing generally to
the exchange of ideas. Thus, through
participation, discussion and debate,
students develop their critical faculties
as well as their personal skills.

The requirement to produce regular
written work is also a distinguishing
feature of British undergraduate
education. On most courses students
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HIGHER
EDUCATION

IN THE UK

Article supplied by Professor James J
Hughes of the University of Kent at
Canterbury, former Chairman of British
Universities International Liaison
Association (BUILA)

are required to do a specified number
of pieces of written work which is
marked by teachers and often counts
towards coursework assessments.
However, its main purpose is educational.
It teaches students to obtain information
from various sources, to organise that

information, distil it and select that
which is relevant to the topic or
question on which they are writing.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Given that the medium of instruction in
British universities is English, all students
who seek admission have therefore to
demonstrate their competence in the
English language. For international
students such competence is often judged
by reference to an IELTS or TOEFL
score. Sometimes applicants feel
frustrated if they just fail to reach the
minimum score that a university has
asked for in one of these tests,
particularly if their academic qualificat-
ions are otherwise acceptable. But it is
always in their own interests to attain at
least the minimum score, because if
they were to be admitted without doing
so their ability to follow their chosen

For more information visit the Nexus Education website on W W W. WO I'l d O fS tu dy com
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of Art and Design

The London Institute is one of the largest centres for art

. and design education in the world. It has an extensive
Chelsea College of Art and Design

range of courses in art and design, fashion, media,

. communications and related activities.
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Based in the heart of London the Institute operates at the
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communications and over 2000 leading artists, designers
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Rachel Hudson
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England

Telephone: +44 171 514 6130
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E-mail: marcom@linst.ac.uk

For more information, circle 9 on the Reader Enquiry Card



courses — and to get as much out of
them as they should — would be
impaired.

Thus, in standing firm and demanding
a minimum level of competence in the
English language, a university is not
only protecting its own reputation for
the maintenance of standards, it is also
protecting the interests of the student.
Although students don't always see it
like this at the time, they reap the
rewards at the end of their studies
because they not only graduate with a
degree that is recognised and accepted
throughout the world, but their
employability is further enhanced by
having studied in English, the universal
business language.

OVERSEAS PROMOTIONS

It is not surprising, therefore, that
British universities have traditionally
attracted a large number of students
from overseas. Although engineering
and technology courses are most
popular with overseas students,
social sciences and business studies
are also very popular.

Another development that has
occurred over the last decade has
been the tendency for British institutions
to promote themselves and their
courses, both at home and abroad.

This often takes the form of officially
sponsored educational fairs in large
centres of population. Abroad, that
sponsorship has often been by the
British Council and has been
organised by the Educational
Counselling Service. However, other
organisations such as Nexus are also
involved in promoting British higher
education through such fairs. These
promotion missions provide a unique
opportunity for prospective students to
learn at first hand about UK
universities and colleges.

Whenever possible, prospective
students should attend such fairs in
order to obtain as much information as
they can glean about as many
institutions as possible before they
make final decisions on applications.

LEAGUE TABLES

It is fashionable these days to

compare universities according to how
they perform in relation to certain
criteria. Provided the criterion is explicit
and the performance of each university
is measurable in relation to it, there can
be no objection to this. However,
problems do arise when a number of
criteria — of varying degrees of
objectivity — are employed and
performance is assessed by
aggregating performance across these

Over the last few years a
number of UK universities have
established Graduate Schools
to help promote high-quality
graduate education and to
co-ordinate the administration
of graduate education.

A Graduate School is intended to act
as a champion for the interests of the
graduate community. In most UK
universities the clear majority of
students are undergraduates and an
increasing number of universities
have found it an advantage to
establish a powerful university body
to campaign 6n behalf of graduate
students to ensure that their interests
are clearly represented in all
policy-making and resource-allocating
bodies within the university.

There are a number of different
organisational models for Graduate
Schools. Some are responsible for all
graduate work within an institution,
others are based on particular
Faculties or Departments. Typically,
Graduate Schools are responsible for

admissions, student progress, award
of degrees, approval of degree
programmes and review of such
programmes. They act as information
centres for students and support the
work of Departmental supervisors
and course leaders. They can
develop and promote best practices
and common policies for graduate
education.

Some Graduate Schools have
responsibility for oversight of an
institution’s research activity and
special responsibility for the
promotion and co-ordination of
inter-disciplinary research. In such
universities a Graduate School can
exercise a powerful influence in the
decision-making structures and help
to develop a research and teaching
environment which is conducive to
successful graduate study.

Institutions known to have, or who
are about to establish, a Graduate
School are the universities of:
Abertay; Birmingham; Bristol;
Cranfield; De Montfort; Durham;

A
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various criteria, the final result being
summarised in the form of a league
table.

Students need to be wary in

their interpretation of such league
tables. Notwithstanding this

however, there are two performance
indicators that students ought to
check out before deciding which
universities they are going to apply fo.
These are the research and teaching
assessments that are awarded to
individual departments. They are
based on peer review and are
carried out under the auspices of the
Funding Councils. The research
assessments indicate the national and
international standing of the research
undertaken in individual departments.
For those intending to pursue higher
degrees by research, these research
assessments are an obvious starting
point to the process of choosing.
Likewise, the quality assessments

for teaching should be used as a
guide for those students intending

to pursue undergraduate degrees and
postgraduate degrees by coursework.

BRITISH
GRADUATE

NG

East Anglia; Edinburgh; Glasgow;
Kent; Lancaster; Leicester; Liverpool;
Manchester; Nottingham; Paisley;
Portsmouth; Salford; Sheffield; St
Andrews; Wales, Swansea;
Strathclyde; Sussex; Ulster; Institute
of Education, London; London
Business School; London School of
Economics; Royal College of Art;
Royal Holloway & Bedford New
College; School of Oriental &
African Studies; Southampton
Institute of Higher Education; UMIST;
University College London.

For more information visit the Nexus Education website on W W W. WO rl d (@) fS tu dy com
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Postgraduate study in Britain
has something for everyone and
is attractive to many students
because of its location as the
gateway to Europe.
Postgraduate study in the UK
has recently become even more
attractive - when all the
polytechnics were granted
university status at the
beginning of the academic year
1992/3. The addition of these
new universities effectively
meant an additional £43 million
funding became available for
research.

Graduate teaching in the UK is
conducted through seminars and
tutorials as well as lectures, allowing
close contact between students and
academic staff — a feature which
attracts many students from countries
with more impersonal mass teaching.
Many UK universities also have access
to excellent research facilities such as
specialist library holdings and
laboratory and computing facilities.

When choosing what postgraduate
programme fo apply for, not only the
subject area and approach are
important, but also the type of degree.
Postgraduate programmes in Britain can
be divided into two main categories:
taught programmes and research
degrees.

Taught programmes are usually
Masters’ degrees or postgraduate
diplomas. The difference between
postgraduate diploma programmes and
Masters’ degrees is that the former are
primarily taught courses and the latter

HIGHER AND FURTHER EDUCATION LULARNT' M QLK X))

usually combine taught elements with
small scale research or project work.

Some offer an opportunity to specialise
further in a subject studied at
undergraduate level. Some provide you
with an opportunity to extend your
knowledge by looking at a particular
topic through a range of disciplines,
some of which may be new to you.
Others are conversion courses for you to
learn a subject different to that of your
first degree. Other programmes are
intended as research fraining, to prepare
you fo progress to a research degree. Of
course, some programmes will provide a
mixture of these different elements.

The British doctorate (PhD or DPhil) is
world renowned. In many countries it is
a necessary prerequisite for an academic
career. It is a research degree which
takes three to four years to complete,
the subject of which should make an
original contribution to knowledge.

A doctoral programme will provide
training in research methods and skills,
and may involve participation in small
amounts of taught coursework.
However, for the most part, the time is
spent working on the research project
under the supervision of one or more
academics who are specialists in your
subject area. Your supervisor will
advise on how to conduct the research,
will comment on draft chapters of your
thesis and will monitor your progress.

Shorter, smaller scale research degrees
lasting one to two years are offered by
many universities. These have a variety
of titles including MPhil or BPhil.
Alternatively, if you wish to spend a
short period as a researcher at a UK
university, you may be

accepted as a visiting
student by some
| institutions.

All universities set their own
entry requirements to make
their own assessments of
overseas qualifications.
Remember that the
differences between the UK
education system and those
elsewhere will affect an
institution’s decision about
your suitability for different
types of degree. UK
universities provide
intensive and specialised
first degree courses, so
Masters’ students are often
expected already to have a
sound background in their

POST-
GRADUATE

STUDY IN
THE UK

Article by Emma Marshall, Postgraduate

Admissions, University of Sussex at Brighton

subject. If your first degree was more
wide-ranging, therefore, you may need
to take a postgraduate diploma before
progressing to a Masters’ degree, or a
UK Master’s degree before progressing
to research.

Whatever your academic background, it
is important that you have a good grasp
of the English language to enable you to
cope with the academic, social and
practical aspects of studying in Britain.
Many universities offer pre-sessional or
in-sessional courses in English language
to help overseas students familiarise
themselves with academic conventions
and study skills, and to improve their
English language skills.

You can contact universities directly for
the prospectuses which give details of
the programmes they offer, faculty
research interests, university facilities
and information about how to apply
for a place.

The academic year in the UK runs from
October to September. Most institutions
begin to consider applications for the
next academic year up to a year in
advance. Some programmes have
closing dates for applications. Others
will consider applications throughout
the year, but it is advisable to leave
several weeks to allow time for the
application to be considered, to
arrange funding and to apply for visas,
if necessary.

The British higher education system is
one of the most well developed and
wide-ranging. It also has the advantage
of providing the opportunity to study in
an English-speaking environment.

These factors, together with the high
standard of the education system itself,
make postgraduate study in the UK a
very attractive option.

For more information visit the Nexus Education website on W W W. W O rl d O fS tu d Y com
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RAVENSBOURNE IS A UNIVERSITY
SECTOR COLLEGE OFFERING
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PROFESSIONAL BROADCASTING
COMMUNICATION & TECHNOLOGY
BROADCAST ENGINEERING

MA INTERACTIVE DIGITAL MEDIA

Ravensbourne College of
Design and Communication
Walden Road, Chislehurst,
Kent, BR7 55N. UK

tel: +44 181 289 4900
fax: +44 181 325 8320
e-mail: info@rave.ac.uk

Ravenshourne’ aY

College of Design and Communication

KEELE

UNIVERSITY
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (MBA)

Keele is a superb university in which to study for your MBA.
The Department of Management comprises world class
academic staff all of whom have a high level of professional
and research attainment. There is a large and active
postgraduate population at Keele of around 2500 students
representing over 35% of total student numbers and
accommodation and facilities are available to support
postgraduate study.

The Keele MBA provides an intensive and intellectually
challenging advance study of management combining practical
and theoretical elements. Course modules are taught within

a strategic and international framework and the course is
underpinned by the teaching staffs strong research
orientation. In the last UK Research Assessment Exercise the
Management School at Keele received a 4A rating justifiably
placing the Department within the premier group of
Business Schools in the UK. The research focuses on two
main areas: empirical and pragmatic studies of strategy,
operations, marketing and finance, complimented by a world
wide reputation for organisation theory and the study of
human and social issues in management. The Keele MBA
reflects these orientations.

Thinking of an MBA - then think REELE!

For further information contact Linda Bromage, MBA Programmes Manager,
Keele University, Keele, Staffs, ST5 5BG, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1782 583425 Fax: +44 (0)1782 584272
Email: mna09@cc.keele.ac.uk Web: http://www.keele.ac.uk

For more information, circle é on the Reader Enquiry Card




The distinction in British educational
jargon between ‘further’ and
“higher’ education is often
misunderstood but it is very
important. While ‘higher’ education
consists of degrees and high level
diplomas, ‘further' education is
normally provided at a lower age
and at a lower, but more
immediately practical, level.

University degrees are very academic and
theoretical. The alternative for students who
wish to study on a more vocational course

is the BTEC (Business Technician Education
Council) Higher National Diploma (HND).

Further and/or Higher Education Colleges
in the UK (excluding Scotland which has a
slightly different system) are split broadly
into two categories, both of which offer
courses accepted by universities for direct
entry:

o Further Education (FE) Colleges which
offer craft courses, GNVQs, National
Diplomas and ‘A’ Levels

e Further & Higher Education Colleges
(FEHE) which generally offer HNDs in
addition to the above. Some offer
university access or foundation courses
as well.

An alfernative to ‘A’ levels is the GNVQ
(awarded by the examination bodies BTEC,
City and Guilds and the Royal Society of
Arts) or a BTEC National Diploma. BTEC,
founded by the British Government, is a
national body which issues National

Such is the scale of the Higher
Education system in the UK that a
national, centralised admissions
system, the Universities and
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS),
exists for processing
Undergraduate degree and
diploma applications.

Applications for first degrees, Higher
National Diplomas (HNDs) and Diplomas
of Higher Education (Dip HEs) at all
universities and most colleges of higher
education are cleared by UCAS.

The application cycle takes about a year to
complete. Applications for entry into
programs the following October can be
made from 1 September the year before.
The closing date for applications which
includes Oxford or Cambridge universities is
15 October. Applications for all other
universities and colleges should be received
by 16 December. Candidates are allowed
to apply for up fo six university or college

FURTHER EDUCATION QLK RREIES QR KRN | II.

FURTHER
EDUCATION

Diplomas as well as GNVQs. The main
difference between these and ‘A’ levels is
that they are much more practically
orientated and less specialised. As with ‘A
levels the courses are two years in durafion
and are completed at the age of 18 ready for
university enfry. GNVQs and NDs are
studied in approximately 600 UK colleges.
These colleges, like universities, are funded
by the Government.

GNVQs and National Diplomas are
similar in that they are both made up of
a number of units, typically 15-16. In
order to obtain @ GNVQ or a National
Diploma a student must pass all the units
which are spread over the two year
course. Unlike ‘A’ levels, passing each
unit does not just involve passing an end-
of-course examination. In addition to the
final examination throughout the year,
there will be a number of integrated
class-based assessments that the students
must pass. Marks from both the
examination and assignments count
towards the final mark for each unit. In
some subjects there are no final
examinations and all the marks are
derived from assignment work.

After completing the required number

of units for the award of a GNVQ or
National Diploma, students have three
choices: fo commence fulltime employment,
enter a university fo study for a degree,

or study for a Higher National Diploma
at a College of Further & Higher
Education.

courses at a time, but it is advisable to apply
for broadly related courses at different
institutions. Only one UCAS application is
allowed per applicant and extreme care has
to be taken when complefing the UCAS
form.

For further information, write to:
Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service, Fulton House, Jessop Avenue,

Cheltenham, Glos GL50 3SH, UK.

POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATES
IN EDUCATION

Check the admissions policy of the
institution of your choice before
completing the Graduate Teacher Training
Registry’s form. Application forms and the
Guide to Applicants are available from the
GTIR in early September each year.

For further information, write to:

Graduate Teacher Training Registry, Fulton
House, Jessop Avenue, Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire GL50 3SH, UK.

IN THE UK

Article supplied by Paul Higham,
Director, International Business
Bromley College of Further &
Higher Education

The Higher National Diploma is a natural
choice for students if they feel that a
university degree, which would be very
theoretical, would be too academic for
them.

On completion of the HND, the student
can either enter fulltime employment, or
enter directly into the second and
sometimes third year of a degree course.

To summarise, GNVQs and BTEC
Diplomas at both National and Higher
National level are offered at colleges
where students receive a very practically-
based education which can either lead to
a university degree entry, or fo
employment in a related industry.

FEHE colleges offer overseas students an
excellent opportunity fo study vocationally
orientated courses in preparation for their
future work for university entry.

UK CENTRAL
ADMISSIONS
SYSTEMS

Article updated by M A Higgins,
Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service

Photo supplied by Kent Institute of Art & Design

For more information visit the Nexus Education website on W W W. W O rl d O fS tu dy C O
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What is your
image of Aberdeen?

Here are a few of ours. ..

Tall ships at Aberdeen harbour

Loch Avon and Loch Etchachan

Union Street

Skiers at Glenshee

Dunottar Castle Brig o’ Dee, Lochnagar

North East coastline

. .. The quality of education is only

surpassed by the quality of life you'll

experience while studying here

The Robert Gordon University offers Undergraduate,

Postgraduate and Research opportunities in:

* Accounting ¢ Information & Media
¢ Applied Sciences ¢ International MBA
e Architecture ¢ Library & Publishing Studies
e Art & Design ¢ Management
* Business Management ® Mechanical & Offshore
¢ Communications Engineering
¢ Computing & Mathematical ¢ Nursing
Sciences * Nutrition & Dietetics
¢ Construction/Civil Engineering ® Occupational Therapy
 Electronic & Electrical * Pharmacy
Engineering ¢ Physiotherapy
¢ Food & Consumer Studies ¢ Public Administration & Law
¢ Health Studies * Quantity Surveying
* Hospitality ¢ Radiography
Management/Tourism ¢ Technology & Business
FACT FILE

Did you know that The Robert Gordon University:

* Has one of the best graduate employment rates in the UK, demonstrating
our commitment to providing vital skills for Industry and Commerce.
* Guarantees accommodation for all overseas students throughout

their studies.

» Offers partial scholarships of up to £1,000, based on academic merit.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
International Office

The Robert Gordon University

Schoolhill

Aberdeen AB10 1FR

Scotland, United Kingdom

Tel: +44 1224 262203 or 262208 or 262209

Fax: +44 1224 262202

E-mail: international@rgu.ac.uk

Web: http://www.rgu.ac.uk

“Fostering excellence in teaching, learning and research”

Photographs courtesy of Aberdeen and Grampian Tourist Board

For more information, circle 14 on the Reader Enquiry Card

THE
ROBERT GORDON
UNIVERSITY

ABERDEEN

UK'’s Top New University

Financial Times
Top 100 Survey 1998
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HIGHER EDUCATION

For centuries Scotland has had an
international reputation for the quality of
its higher education. The nation’s first
university was founded as long ago as
1411 and soon there were five Scottish
universities, at a time when England had
only two, Oxford and Ccmbrigge. That
commitment to higher learning and
research enabled Scotland to produce
an extraordinarily large number of
outstanding scientists, doctors, engineers
and scholars entirely out of proportion
to the small size of the country’s
population. This great heritage helps to
give the Scottish universities world-wide
recognition for the quality of their
teaching and research and ensures that
a Scottish degree qualification has a
global attraction to employers.

Even today the Scottish commitment to
higher education is above the UK
average. Despite having only 9 per cent
of the UK population, 15 per cent of the
country’s higher education students study
in Scotland. In recent years Scottish
higher education has geen transformed.
The eight ‘older’ universities, some of
which can trace their origin to medieval
times, were joined in 1992 by five
‘new’ institutions, former central-
institutions (not unlike the polytechnics in
England) which were granted full
university status in that year. In addition,
there are a further nine higher education
colleges with specialist courses in art,
design and teacher training. The Scottish
system is autonomous within the overall
framework of the United Kingdom, and
has its own separate funding body, the
Scottish Higher Education Funding
Council. Among other important
functions, the Funding Council seeks to
enhance and develop the distinctively
Scottish characteristics of higher
education while ensuring at the same
time Scotland maintains its world-class
position as one of the leaders in key
areas of teaching and research.

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES

In many ways Scottish universities share
many of the quality characteristics of
British higher education in general. Entry
standards are high, staff-student ratios
are favourable, drop-out rates are low
by comparison with most overseas
countries and students graduate with
reputable qualifications which are
accepted in all parts of the world. In
addition, Scoftish like English universities
have a long tradition of teaching
overseas students. Some of the larger
institutions attract students from over
100 countries and the universities value
them as adding to the cosmopolitan
nature of student life. In addition,
however, there are some significant
differences between the Scottish
university system and that elsewhere in
the UK which help to make it distinctive.

To some extent these differences stem
from the nature of the Scottish schooling
system which contrasts with school
education in England. In Scotland,
pupils can attend school for twelve years
at the end of which they sit Scottish
Certificate of Education Higher
Education examinations in usually four
or five subjects. This system is very
similar to that in many overseas
countries — broad based and spanning
the arts and sciences — unlike the more
specialist ‘A’ level curriculum in England.
The latter lasts at least a year longer
than in Scotland. One result is that a
Scottish Honours degree is a year longer
than the English equivalent. Apart from
professional disciplines such as medicine,
accountancy on(fengineering, the
course includes several subjects, allowing
students to keep options open and per-
mitting choice after first year. Moreover,
the Scottish Higher Grade exams are
about midway between SCE ‘O’ and ‘A’
levels in difficulty and the emphasis is
on breadth. Thus it is often easier for
foreign students to enter the Scottish HE
system than elsewhere in the UK.

FURTHER EDUCATION

Colleges provide education and training
for 200,000 people ?/early. They vary in
size and the range of courses on offer.

A typical further education college . . .

® Has over 100 professionally qualified
staff ® Meets the education ang training
needs of approximately 5,000 individuals
every year ® Provides a wide range of
courses at all levels, offering the oppor-
tunity to progress quickly and ecsir;/

* Offers a wide range of study options
including day and evening study and
distance anJopen learning  Provides
each student with a high level of support
through guidance and learning support
services. ® Has a good range of learning,
social and recreational facilities

* Provides student services including
accommodation and child care

 Offers support services for students
with disabilities or learning difficulties.

VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

Most courses offered by Scottish
colleges are occreditecrcnd awarded
by the Scottish Vocational Education
Council (SCOTVEC). SCOTVEC works
with all sectors of industry and
commerce, and the government to
ensure its qualifications are relevant and
recognised nationally and
internationally.

All SCOTVEC qualifications are based
on a flexible system of units of study.
Each unit covers a particular subject
area, and requires the student to
demonstrate a number of practical skills.
There are three types of unit: National
Certificate Modules; Higher National
Units and Workplace Assessed Units.

HIGHER
EDUCATION
IN SCOTLAND

Higher Education article supplied

by Prof. T M Devine of the University of Strathclyde

Further Education article compiled with information

from the Guide to Education and Training in
Scotland, issued by the British Council & Scottish

Office Education Department

Developments in course structure,
teaching and assessment include the
introduction of Scottish Vocational
Quadlifications (SVQs) - competence
based awards that meet the needs of
industry.

LINKS WITH INDUSTRY AND
HIGHER EDUCATION

This increased choice and access to
vocational training has developed in line
with stronger links with the academic
and business community. These involve
industrial funding for projects, tailoring
training programmes for employers and
student placements.

Further information can be obtained by
writing or telephoning the colleges
directly. A full list of FE colleges can be
found in the listings section.

The Guide to Education and Training in
Scotland is now available on the World
Wide Web at
http://www.ed.ac.uk/~riv/gets

THE ‘OLD’ AND THE
‘NEW’ UNIVERSITIES

In 1992, a number of leading Scottish
higher education establishments were
upgraded to universities. In time,
distinctions between the ‘old’ and the
‘new’ are likely to fade, but it is
perhaps helpful to identify those
founded some time ago and those
which have been recently upgraded.

The new universities derive from
institutions which generally specialised
in vocational orientated subjects while
the old universities pursued more
traditional subjects and have long-
established research programmes.

There are eight ‘old” Scottish universities:
Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Heriot-Watt, St Andrews,
Stirling and Strathclyde.

The ‘new’ universities are: Abertay,
Glasgow Caledonian, Napier,
Paisley, Robert Gordon's.
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Further Education Courses

* BTEC National Diploma courses (2 years)

* BTEC Foundation Studies courses (| year)

* Art & Design with English Language course (| year)
Successful completion guarantees a place on our
Higher Education courses

BTEC Higher National Diploma &

BA (Hons) Degree Courses

* Time-Based Media

* Interior Architecture

» Ceramics

* Modelmaking

* European Fashion

* Editorial & Advertising
Photography

* Architecture

* Sculpture

* Graphic Design

* Photography

* Interior Design

* Product Design

* Silversmithing,
Goldsmithing, &
Jewellery Design

* Fashion Design

* Fashion Technology

* Painting

* Graphic Fine Arts

* lllustration

The International Office,

Oakwood Park,
Maidstone,

Kent MEI6 8AG, UK
Tel: 0044 1622 757286
Fax: 0044 1622 621100

ning Creative
Ideas into Reality

The Kent Institute of Art & Design attracts hundreds of International
students every year — here are some of the reasons why:

® Internationally recognised qualifications
@ Specialist studios, workshops, and IT resources
® First class accommodation, student support, & careers service

~ @ Summer Programme of ‘Art & Design — with English’ courses®

To find out more, please contact:

Kent Institute of Art & Design,

QKENT INSTITUTE
MWOFART & DESIGN

® Study prpgmmmes incIL_:de live projects, commissions,

® Close to bo’:l%d : oAT Hore

.~

X 9,\)(Vid'e choice of Courses
‘u‘\ s k— by
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4 E-mail: Intloff@kiad.ac.uk
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JEWEL & ESK VALLEY IS ONE OF
SCOTLAND’S LARGEST COLLEGES
OF FURTHER EDUCATION
SITUATED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF

EDINBURGH IN IDYLLIC
COUNTRYLIKE SURROUNDINGS
WITH ON-CAMPUS HALLS OF
RESIDENCE

Edinburgh, Scotland's capital is THE cultural
centre of the UK with innumerable festivals including
the International Festival, Tattoo and Film Festival. It
is also home to 3 Universities, 3 Colleges of Further
Education plus a number of other internationally
renowned specialist Colleges.

The College offers a wide range of Higher
National preparation courses for Universities and
Technician level training.

Many of our courses are available through
Open, Flexible or Distance Learning.

Additional English language support underpins
all courses.

On-campus accommodation in the halls
of residence can be pre-booked.

EWEL & ESK VALLEY

The Friendly Edinburgh College

The College offers Higher National courses in a
large number of subjects including:

V Engineering (Process/Plant/
Instrumentation/Refrigeration/
Offshore Oil & Gas)

V¥ Electronic Servicing

V Electrical Engineering (Oil & Gas

V¥ Computing (Software Development)

V Business (Administration/Financial
Services/Banking/Credit Union units)

¥ Social Care & Child Care

V Television Production Skills

¥ Music for Film & Television (Advanced Production)
Diploma) ALSO
¥ Modern Musicianship ¥ Maritime Radio Communications

(includes GMDSS installations)
¥ A wide range of technician vocational
qualifications up to level 4.

¥ Hospitality Management
¥ Hairdressing/Salon
Organisation/Beauty Therapy

For more information & admissions procedure please contact:
Bill Cameron, International Development Manager
Milton Road Centre, 24 Milton Road East,
Edinburgh EH15 2PP, Scotland UK
Phone: ++44 131 657 7256 Fax: ++44 131 669 4339

For more information, circle 5 on the Reader Enquiry Card
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which do not lead to a degree,
for example vocational and
diploma courses taken at

PRE-DEGREE studies are those
colleges.

UNDERGRADUATE studies
are those leading to a
degree qualification.
POSTGRADUATE
studies are for those
scholars who have
earned their degree
qualification and
wish to continue
study above and
beyond degree

level.

Undergraduate and

Postgraduate
Undergraduate
Pre-degree

5= Pre-degree and
Postgraduate

6 = Pre-degree and
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Pre-degree,
Postgraduate

Course Levels Offered
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2 = Undergraduate and
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Agriculture / Forestry / Horticulture

Applied Science

Architecture
Biochem'y / Biophysics / Biotech'y

Biology / Physiology / Genetics

Business Studies
Civil & Structural Engineering

Banking & Finance
Chemical Engineering
Chemistry

Accountancy
Art & Design
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Regents College* comprises the British American College London and Webster Graduate Studies Center

Regents College** comprises the European Business School London, Regents Business School London

Materials Science / Tech'y, Gen'l Eng'g

Mathematics
Mechanical / Production Engineering

Media Studies / Marketing

Information Systems / Librarianship
Medicine

Information Technology

Hotel & Catering Management
Law

Public / Social Administration

Sociology
Veterinary Science / Zoology

Mining / Mineral Resources

Modern Languages

Music
Nautical / Maritime Studies

Performing Arts
Pharmacy / Pharmacology

Philosophy

Leisure / Sports Studies
Physics

Linguistics / Literature

Geography / Geology
Management Studies

Health Studies

History
Systems Engineering

Theology
Travel and Tourism

Politics
Psychology
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Accountancy 2 26 627 7 277 7
Agriculture / Forestry / Horticulture 1 7 3 1
Applied Science 27 77 1 2 2277 7
Architecture 2 7 7 7 7
Art & Design 27 17 7 1 72 7
Banking & Finance 1 2 2 2 21 2
Biochem'y / Biophysics / Biotech'y 2 27 6 2 2 7 2 7 7 7
Biology / Physiology / Genetics 2 27 6 7 2 7 2377 7
Business Studies 2 377 7 2 2 7 7777 7
Chemical Engineering 27 6 7
Chemistry 2 77 7.7 27 2 7 7 7
Civil & Structural Engineering 2 27 77 7
Communications 7 6 7 = 3 2 7 6
Computer Aided Engineering 2 77 7 6 7 217 7
Computer Studies 27 27 7 7 1 27 2777 6
Economics / Statistics 23 27 7 2 1 2 7 7777 7
Education / Teacher Training 27 7 7 1 2 2 2211 2
Electric / Electronic Engineering 2 27 7 2 2677 7
English as a Foreign Language 4 6 4 1 1 724
English Language Studies (not EFL) 7 2 2 2 4
Environmental Studies 3327 7 2 1 27 2227 7
Ethnic Regional Studies 1
Food Science / Technology 31 7 77 3
Geography / Geology 2 7 7 2 1 2 2 77 73
Health Studies 7 7 2 1 1 122 2 7
History 2 2 7 6 2 1 2 7 7622 6
Hotel & Catering Management 7 7
Information Systems / Librarianship 7 77 7 7 2 77
Information Technology 17 7 7 7 7 1 2 2 2776 7
Law 2 7 7 2 2 7 272 2 6
Leisure / Sports Studies 6 3 7 1
Linguistics / Literature 7 6 21 7722
Management Studies 21 7 7 7 2 1 2 7 7771 7
Materials Science / Tech'y, Gen'l Eng'g 6 7 1 77 7
Mathematics 2 7 77 6 7 1 2 7 2 7 7 6
Mechanical / Production Engineering 2 377 7 7 2377 7
Media Studies / Marketing 7 3 7 1 2417
Medicine 2 11 2 2
Mining / Mineral Resources 7 7 1
Modern Languages 2 7 27 2 1 2 2 2622 6
Music 7 7 2 2 2 2
Nautical / Maritime Studies
Performing Arts 6 7 2 2 3
Pharmacy / Pharmacology 1 7
Philosophy 21 7 2 2 1 2 7 2 7 3
Physics 2 27 7 2 7 7 7 7 6
Politics 2 3 6 6 2 1 2 7 7627
Psychology 2 67 67 1 27 2672
Public / Social Administration 2 7 7 2 2 6
Sociology 27 772 2 7 237776
Systems Engineering 77 77 2 2727 3
Theology 2 2 7 2 7 7
Travel and Tourism 7 7 1 16
Veterinary Science / Zoology 2 7

For more information visit the NeXus Education website oo W W W. W O I'l d O fS tu d y. com

ASIAN EDUCATION YEARBOOK 1999



