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e Mary Queen of Scots; undoubtedly one of“the most

= romantic figures of British history, has always captured &
. the popular imagination. Married to the Dauphin to‘-'-~:-‘

“  become Queen of France at the age of sixteen, Mary wa8
' widowed less than two years later. She then returned to =
Scotland as Queen after an absence of thirteen years,only ~ *
to plunge.into a maelstrom of intrigue as she clashed with

~ the unruly Scottish nobility and the Calvinist firebrand
John Knox. Her fatal marriage to Darnley, his mysml’ious B
murder and her subsequent marriage to Bothwell, the -
chief suspect, mark her as one of the most explosively
passmnatiwomen ever to brand their names in the annals . 3‘
of history. Her eventual execution set the seal ‘on her” ' 3
tragic, flamboyant career. Lady Antonia Fraser's best= <~

 selling biography provides an immensely readable and g

. moving answer to the question: ‘what was Mary Queen of

- Scots really like?” v

&
-

Mary Queen of Scots won the James Tait Black Prize and
was an international bestseller, being translated into eight
languages. Lady Antonia Fraser is the author of two other
historical biographies: Cromwell Our Chief of Men (1973) i
and King Charles II (1979), both bestsellers in Britain »
and the United States. The Weaker Vessel: Woman’s Lot
in Seventeenth-Century England (1984) won the Wolfson =
Prize for History. She has written five mystenes featuring 25
- Jemima Shore, Investlgator Antoma Fraser is marriedto
Harold Pinter. : . e
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‘A King is hnstory s slave.

History, that is the unconscious general swami-
life of mankind, uses every moment of the hfe
of kings, as a tool for its own purposes

Tolstoy




o T T e R TR

e R

T‘_%_g_: o e o R . N
5 e
i

Contents

SN U B W

10-

11
12
13
14
15

- 16

17
18

.19

20
21

_ PART ONE: THE YOUNG QUEEN

All Men Lamented
England’s Rough Wooing
The Most Perfect Child
Betrothal
Queen-Dauphiness

The White Lily of France
Mary the Widow

PART TWO: THE PERSONAL RULE

Tﬂe State of the Realm
Conciliation and Reconciliation
Governor Good and Gracious
The Fall of Huntly

A Husband for a Girl

The Carnal Marriage

Our Most Special Servant
Breakdown

The Murder of Darnley

The Mermaid and the Hare
Lochleven

PART THREE: THE CAPTIVITY

In Foreign Bands
Her Privy Letters
My Norfolk

21

59
81
98
121
144

169
188
210

253
274 |
293 '
312

339

366
399

ot
456



HHOYNT e
& T LT LN

e

| ¥
G
-{;‘\
B
P
I“-' ! &
b
l| \'_'
R

The Uses of Adversity
Mother and Son
The Babington Plot

Trial

The Dolorous Stroke
Epilogue: the Theatre of the World

Appendix
Reference Notes
Bibliography
Index

560
590
615
638

3288



e e R il . S g Ll
. Kl M N N PIERET pCTNE
r 0 4
;
.

Illustrations

1 The palace of Linlithgow (Crown copyright: reproduced by per-
mission of the Ministry of Public Building and Works) -
2 Mary of Guise (Photo: Annan. By permission of the Scottish
National Portrait Gallery)
3 James V of Scotland (Photo: Annan. By permission of the Scot-
tish National Portrait Gallery)
4 Mary aged nine (Musée Condé, Chantilly)
5 Mary and her husband Francis (Musées Nationaux: Musée du
Louvre, Paris)
6 Mary as Dauphiness of France (By permission of the Bnbllo-
théque Nationale)
7 Diane de Poitiers (Chadteau d’Anet)
8 The deathbed of Henry 11 of France (By courtesy of the Trustees
of the British Museum)
9 The Deuil Blanc portrait of Mary (By gracious permission of
HM the Queen)
10 Henry Lord Darnley and his brother Charles (By gracious per-
mission of HM the Queen)
11 Mary’s signet ring (By’ courtesy of the Trustees of the British
Museum)
12 James Stewart, Earl of Moray (Photo: Annan. By permission of
the Scottish National Portrait Gallery) 3
13 Coins struck at the time of Mary’s marriage to Darnley (By
courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum)

- 14 James Douglas, Earl of Morton (Photo: Annan. By permission

of the Scottish National Portrait Gallery)

15 The supper room at Holyrood Palace (Photo: Central Public
Library, Edinburgh. From Swarbrick’s Skerches in Scotland
c. 1854) 3

16 Riccio’s guitar (Photo: B. Fleming. By permission of the Royal °
College of Music, London)

17 The palace of Holyrood (Crown copyright By permission of the
Controller, HM Stationery Office. Drawings: National Monu-
ments Record of Scotland) _

18 Bothwell (Photo: Annan. By permission of the Scottish National
Portrait Gallery)




imf‘,gﬁ-.»:f;\e:;iw R R o e e O '.-‘:-';_:w__,r s AT -wwl"sgsm-mu- oAb AR

E 10 £ ILLUSTRATIONS

19 James VI and I as a child (Photo: Annan. By permission of the
Scottish National Portrait Gallery)

20 George Buchanan (Photo: Annan. By courtesy of the University
of Edinburgh and the Scottish National Portrait Gallery)

21 The scene after the murder of Darnley (Facsimile of Crown copy-
right records in the Public Record Office, by permission of the

Controller of HM Stationery Office)

*. 22 The field at Carberry Hill (Facsimile of Crown copyright records

"~ in the Public Record Office, by permission of the Controller of
HM Stationery Office)

23 Letter of Mary to Queen Elizabeth (By kind permission of the
Marquess of Salisbury) -

24 Placard of the mermaid and the hare (Facsimile of Crown copy-
right records in the Public Record Office, by permission of the
Controller of HM Stationery Office) |

. 25 Casket believed to have contained the Casket Letters (By kind
permission of His Grace the Duke of Hamilton and Brandon)

26 Tutbury Castle

27 Mary’s first letter in English (By courtesy of the Trustees of the
British Museum)

28 Queen Elizabeth (By permission of the National Portrait Gallery,
London)

29 Miniature of Mary by Nicholas Hilliard (By permission of Mrs
D. Herschorn)

30 Medal of Mary by Primavera (by Courtesy of the Trustees of the
British Museum)

31 First page of a contemporary copy of the Fifth Casket Letter
(By kind permission of the Marquess of Salisbury)

32 Mary and her son James (Photo: Tom Scott. By kind permxssnon
of his Grace the Duke of Atholl)

33 Layout at the trial of Mary (By permission of the Radio Times

E Hulton Picture Library and Jonathan Cape Ltd)

34 Mary’s veil worn at her trial (Photo: John Freeman. By permis-
_sion of the Earl of Oxford and Asquith)

35 Mary'srosary and prayer-book (Photo from Treasures of Britain,
published for the Automobile Association. By kind permission
of His Grace the Duke of Norfolk)

36 Execution of Mary (By courtesy of the Trustees of the British
Museum)

37 Monument to Mary above her tomb (Photograph by Kerry
Dundas. Copyright: the Gordon Fraser Gallery Ltd)




Author’s Note

I had two principal aims when I began to write this bio-
graphy. First, being possessed since childhood by a passion
for the subject of Mary Queen of Scots, I wished to test for
myself the truth or falsehood of the many legends which
surround her name. In order to tear away these cobwebs - or
in certain cases reverently replace them - I delved into as
many published and unpublished sources as I could dis-
cover, taking as my starting-point Mary’s own letters and the
calendars of state papers (although of course there may well
be some sources of which I was unhappily ignorant). Sec«
ondly, for the sake of the general reader, I hoped to set Mary
anew in the context of the age in which she lived. In the
course of my own inquiries I was surprised to discover that
despite the enormous quantity of research on the sixteenth
century published during the last fifty years, radically chang-

~ing our attitudes to certain of its aspects, no general life of

Mary has yet appeared, taking it all into account. There
have been detailed treatments of certain episodes in her life -
notably that of the Kirk o’Field murder and the Casket Let-
ters, and later the Babington Plot — and Stefan Zweig’s fasci-
nating psychological interpretation, written in the thirties.
But the last full-length biography, giving documentation, was
that of T. F. Henderson in 1905. So in the end my two aims

converged, and I found myself with the single objective of _
showing, with as much accuracy as is possible in the light of
modern research, what Mary Queen of Scots must have been_

like as a person.

In the interests of clarity, I have not entered into the vari-
ous complications of dating in the sixteenth century, i.e. I
have ignored the fact that the calendar year was held to start
on 25th March during this period, and have used the modern

4 St iplle X ._5‘ i‘m-:
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style of dates starting on 1st January throughout. I have also
ignored the ten days’ difference between English and
European dates in the period of the Babington Plot, due to
the fact that the adjustment to the Gregorian calendar was
‘not made in England until the eighteenth century; and, in
order to avoid confusion, have given the dates of letters
coming from abroad as if they originated in England.
. With regard to Scots words and spelling, the documents
- both in Scots and French — notably Queen Mary’s own let-
. ters, which were nearly always written in French — I have
- translated, adapted to modern spelling, and in certain cases,
paraphrased the text, as it seemed to me necessary to make
the meaning clear to the general reader today.
It will be found that sums of money relevant to Scotland
are given in pounds Scots and those concerning England in
*  pounds sterling — the pound Scots being worth roughly one-
- quarter of the pound sterling in this period.

The task of writing such a book - covering ground well-
trodden by scholars of the present, as of previous gener-
ations — would not have been possible without the benefit of
- their works, which are listed in the bibliography, and whose
. assistance I gratefully acknowledge. I was also fortunate
~_enough to be able to draw upon the advice of a number of

people, whose suggestions concerning the lines of research to
. pursue were a major contribution to my book (although the
- conclusions drawn are of course all my own). In the first
. place I should like to thank Sir James Fergusson of Kil-
- kerran, Keeper of the Register House, Edinburgh, for valu-
- able advice over reading-matter as well as guidance in
~ researches within the Register House itself; Sir Iain Mon-
. crieffe of that Ilk on whose encyclopaedic knowledge of
~~ Scottish history I frequently drew; Archbishop David
- Mathew for advice and encouragement at an early stage; and
- Father Francis Edwards S.J. Archivist of the English
~ Society of Jesus, for advice and help in researches within the
- Farm Street Library, including the opportunity to use the
. notes of the late Fr. J. H. Pollen.

I would also like to acknowledge most gratefully the help
- of the following: Mr. Andrews, Clerk of the Works, West-
" minster Abbey; the Duke of Argyll; Sir Charles Barratt,
+  Town Clerk of Coventry; Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Bostock of

. Tixall, Stafford; Dr. C.Burns of the Vatican Archives,
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¥ Rome; Fr. Philip Caraman S.J.; Miss Margaret Crum,

" Deputy Keeper of Western MSS Bodleian Library, Ox«
- ford;” Mr. Stanley Cursiter; Fr. Mart.in D’Arcy S.J.; Dr.
‘Chalmers Davidson; Professor A.A.M.Duncan of Glas-
gow University; the Duke and Duchess of Hamilton and
‘Brandon; Mr. R.E.Hutcheson, Keeper of the Scottish
- National Portrait Gallery, for advice on the authenticity of
Scottish portraits of the period; Mr. and Mrs. W.J. Keswick
of Glenkiln, Dumfriesshire; Mr. A. H.King of the Music
Room, British Museum and Miss Marion Linton of the Mu-
sic Room, National Library of Scotland for help over Ric-
cio’s music; Mr. King, Northamptonshire County Archivist;
Mr. Eric Linklater; Dr. Ida Macalpine and Dr. Richard
Hunter for additional help on the subject of porphyria, be-
yond their B.M.A. publication; Mr. John MacQue¢en of the
University of Edinburgh, for advice on the literature of the
period, and for showing me his paper on Alexander Scott in
advance of publication; Dr. William Marshall of Peter-
borough; the Earl of Mar and Kellie; Mr. James Michie
for his translation of George Buchanan’s poem on page 221;
Miss Elizabeth Millar of Jedburgh; Mr. J. W. Moore, of
Stone; the Duke of Norfolk and his archivist Mr. Francis
Steer; the Earl of Oxford and Asquith; Mr. Peter Quennell;

: Sir Patrick Reilly, then British Ambassador in Paris, and Mr.
C.S. de Winton, British Council representative in France,
for assistance in the course of French researches; Mr. Jasper
Ridley (whose own life of Knox was unfortunately pub-
lished after this book went to press), for suggestions and
criticism at the manuscript stage; the Marquess of Salisbury
for permission to research at Hatfield House and reproduce
certain documents in the illustrations, and also his librarian,
Miss Clare Talbot for special assistance over the Casket Let-
ters; Mr. F. B. Stitt, Staffordshire County Archivist; Dr. Roy
Strong, Director of the National Portrait Gallery, for gener- =
ous help over the complicated subject of the iconography of -
Mary Queen of Scots; M. Marcel Thomas, Conservateur en ;
Chef of the Cabinet des Manuscrits, Bibliothéque Nationale, g‘
Paris; Mr. Hugh Tait of the Department of British and ¢
Mediaeval Antiquities, British Museum; Mr. F. A. Warner
of the British Embassy, Brussels; Mr. Neville Williams,
Assistant Keeper at the Public Record Office; the late
Mr. F. Wismark of Madame Tussaud’s; Mr.T.S. Wragg,
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librarian to the Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth; Canon
A. de Zulueta.

I am grateful to G.Bell & Sons Ltd for permission to
quote passages from Queen Mary's Book edited by Mrs. P.
Stewart-Mackenzie Arbuthnot.

Lastly I should like to thank the Librarian and staff of the
London Library; the staff of the Reading Room of the
. British Museum; my aunt Lady Pansy Lamb who kindly

read the proofs; and my mother Elizabeth Longford, who

made vital critical suggestions at the manuscript stage, and

without whose admirable example I should never have at-
* tempted to write the book at all.
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Eilean Aigas, Beauly, Inverness-shire
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