


SCRIBNER READING SERIES

REACHING
HIGH

Jack Cassidy
Doris Roettger  Karen K. Wixson

SCRIBNERLAIdEAW
New York




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

“The All-important Mile" is adapted from IT'S A MILE
FROM HERE TO GLORY by Robert C. Lee. Copyright
© 1972 by Robert C. Lee. Reprinted by permission of
Little, Brown and Company.

“Apprentice to Mr. Audubon” from ON THE FRONTIER
WITH MR. AUDUBON by Barbara Brenner. Copyright
© 1977 by Barbara Brenner. Reprinted by permission
of Coward, McCann & Geoghegan.

“As | Was Saying to a Geranium"” by Jean Kerr.
Copyright © 1967 by Collier Productions Inc. This originally
appeared in The Ladies Home Journal. From the book
HOW | GOT TO BE PERFECT by Jean Kerr. Reprinted by
permission of Doubleday & Company, Inc.

“The Wild Dogs" is adapted from ISLAND OF THE
BLUE DOLPHINS by Scott O'Dell. Copyright © 1960 by
Scott O'Dell. Reprinted with the permission of Houghton
Mifflin Company and Penguin Books Ltd.

“Before History” is an adaptation of pp. 77-87 in
THE MANY FACES OF MAN by Sharon S. McKern. Copyright
© 1972 by Sharon S. McKern. By permission of Lothrop,
Lee & Shepard Books (A Division of William Morrow &
Company).

“Buffalo Dusk” from SMOKE AND STEEL by Carl
Sandburg. Copyright 1920 by Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
Inc.; renewed 1948 by Carl Sandburg. Reprinted by
permission of the publisher.

“The Calf Raising Contest" is adapted from PHILIP
HALL LIKES ME. | RECKON MAYBE. by Bette Greene.
Text Copyright © 1974 by Bette Greene. Reprinted by
permission of the publisher, Dial Books for Young Readers
and the author.

“Children of the Wild West" is from CHILDREN OF
THE WILD WEST by Russell Freedman, map by George
Buctel. Copyright © 1983 by Russell Freedman. Reprinted
by permission of Houghton Mifflin Company.

Copyright © 1989, 1987 Scribner Laidlaw

“Clever Manka” is slightly adapted from “Clever
Manka" in THE SHEPHERD'S NOSEGAY: STORIES FROM
FINLAND & CZECHOSLOVAKIA by Parker Fillmore, edited
by Katherine Love. Copyright 1920 by Parker Fillmore;
renewed 1948 by Louise Fillmore. Reprinted by
permission of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

“Discovery” is from THE GOLDEN HIVE Poems and
Pictures by Harry Behn. Copyright © 1957, 1962, 1966
by Harry Behn. Reprinted by permission of Marian Reiner.

“Don't Be Sad 'Cause Your Sun Is Down" by James
Taylor and Stevie Wonder. Copyright © 1976 Stone
Diamond Music Corp. & Black Bull Music Inc.
International Copyright secured. All rights reserved. Used
by permission of the publisher.

“Emma Went, Too" from MAGICAL MELONS, MORE
STORIES ABOUT CADDIE WOODLAWN by Carol Ryrie
Brink. Copyright 1939, 1940, 1944 by Macmillan
Publishing Company, renewed 1967, 1968, 1972 by Carol
Ryrie Brink. Edited with permission of Macmillan
Publishing Company.

“Encounter” from SAM’'S PLACE by Lilian Moore.
Copyright © 1973 Lilian Moore. Reprinted with the
permission of Atheneum Publishers, Inc.

“Final Struggle” is from SCRUB FIRE by Anne de Roo.
Copyright © 1980 Anne de Roo. Reprinted with the
permission of Atheneum Publishers, Inc. and A. R Watt
Ltd. for the author.

“Find a Family” adapted from SECRET OF THE
ANDES by Ann Nolan Clark. Copyright 1952, renewed
© 1980 by Ann Nolan Clark. Reprinted by permission
of Viking Penguin Inc.

“Foolish Questions” an American Folk Rhyme
adapted by William Cole from OH, SUCH FOOLISHNESS!
by William Cole (J. B. Lippincott Company). Copyright
(continued on page 623)

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any

information storage and retrieval system, without

permission in writing from the Publisher.

SCRIBNER LAIDLAW

866 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10022
Collier Macmillan Canada Inc.

Printed in the United States of America
ISBN 0-02-264860-7
98765432



REACHING
HIGH



Contents

Strategies to Use When You Meet a New Word
Strategies to Use When You Write

UNIT ONE: DIVERSIONS

An Unscheduled Flight to Africa
An excerpt from the novel The Worms of Kukumlima,
by Daniel Pinkwater

Vocabulary - Language Homophones and Homographs

Emma Went, Too
A short story from Magical Melons, by Carol Ryrie Brink

Roberto
A short story by Sabine R. Ulibarri

Comprehension Persuasive Techniques

Imagining Games
An excerpt from the novel The Egypt Game,
by Zilpha Keatley Snyder

Narcissa
A poem by Gwendolyn Brooks

Clever Manka
A folk tale by Parker Fillmore

Study Skills Reading Textbooks

Unriddling
An article adapted from Unriddling, by Alvin Schwartz

Foolish Questions
An American folk rhyme adapted by William Cole

Literary Skills Elements of Fantasy
Milo Sets Out [aaJust-A-Tastex<

An excerpt from the novel The Phantom Tollbooth,
by Norton Juster

Read About It

10
11

14

30

32

46

52

54

63

64

74
80

21
92
24

109



UNIT TWO: PERSONAL BEST 110

Apprentice to Mr. Audubon 112
An excerpt from the novel On the Frontier with Mr. Audubon,
by Barbara Brenner

John James Audubon 125
A poem by Rosemary and Stephen Vincent Benét
Vocabulary - Language Multiple Meanings 126
The Final Struggle 128
An excerpt from the novel Scrub Fire, by Anne de Roo
Comprehension Multiple Causes of Characters' Actions 140
5L*JZ The All-important Mile 142

An excerpt from the novel It's a Mile From Here to Glory,
by Robert C. Lee

Synchronized Swimming Champions 152
An article by Thomas Horton
Study Skills Adjusting Reading Rate 158
sL%JZ The Calf-Raising Contest 164

An excerpt from the novel Philip Hall likeStmell reckef-maybe.,
by Bette Greene

Whoa! 176
An excerpt from the novel Apple Is My Sign, by Mary-Riskind

Growing Up in a World of Darkness 184
An excerpt from The Story of Stevie Wonder, by James Haskins

Don’t Be Sad 'Cause Your Sun Is Down 193
A song by James Taylor and Stevie Wonder

Literary SkKills Setting 194

51%JZ On Blue Glacier Just-A-Taste 196

An excerpt from the novel Banner in the Sky,
by James Ramsey Uliman

Read About It 209



STER

UNIT THREE: FROM HERE TO THERE

Red River Crossing
An excerpt from the novel Trail Boss in Pigtails,
by Marjorie Filley Stover

Vocabulary - Language Descriptive Language
Children of the Wild West

An excerpt from Children of the Wild West, by Russell Freedman

Buffalo Dusk
A poem by Carl Sandburg

Comprehension Drawing Conclusions

The Greenest Pasture
A biographical article by Christopher McMillan

Study Skills Maps
Wings

An excerpt from Wings: The Early Years of Aviation,

by Richard Rosenblum

To an Aviator
A lyric poem by Daniel Whitehead Hicky

Harriet Quimby Flies the Channel
A biographical article by Sherwood Harris

The Heroine of Kapiti
A Maori legend retold by Shirley Climo

Literary Skills Plot and Subplot
Lost in an Arctic Storm

An excerpt from the novel Frozen Fire, by James Houston

Read About It

210
212

224

226

237

238
240

252

258

263

264

272

280
282

299



UNIT FOUR: FAR FROM ORDINARY

The Rats of NIMH

An excerpt from the novel Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH,
by Robert C. O’'Brien

Vocabulary - Language Synonyms and Antonyms

The Peanut Puzzle
A biographical article from Test-Tube Mysteries,
by Gail Kay Haines

The Microscope
A poem by Maxine Kumin

Comprehension Visualizing

The War of the Worlds
An article by Christopher McMillan
The Martians Have Landed

An excerpt from the novel Willie Bea and the Time the
Martians Landed, by Virginia Hamilton

Invasion from Mars
A radio play by Howard Koch suggested by the novel
War of the Worlds, by H. G. Wells

Study Skills Math Problems

Remarkable Rattlers
A tall tale by Adrien Stoutenburg

7L*]7 The People, Yes

Lines from the poem by Carl Sandburg

The Legend of the Ceiba of Ponce
A Puerto Rican legend retold by Pura Belpré

Literary Skills Mood and Tone

7L%]Z The Secret of the Spring

An excerpt from the novel Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt
Read About It

300
302

322

324

331

332
334

336

372
376

387

388

392
394

407



|
A

)15 W

UNIT FIVE: FINDING YOUR PLACE

Toolmaker
An excerpt from the novel Toolmaker, by Jill Paton Walsh

Before History

An excerpt from The Many Faces of Man, by Sharon S. McKern

Vocabulary - Language Word Origins

Find a Family
An excerpt from the novel Secret of the Andes,
by Ann Nolan Clark

Instead of Gentle Human Beings
A poem in Spanish and English by Carlos German Belli

Comprehension Generalizations

My Country 'Tis of Thee
An excerpt from the autobiography Homesick, by Jean Fritz

Study Skills Diagrams, Graphs, and Tables

Louis Kranz, Citizen
An excerpt from the biographical novel A House on Liberty
Street, by Mary Hayes Weik

The New Colossus
Lines from the poem by Emma Lazarus

The Scholarship
An excerpt from the novel Sing to the Dawn, by Minfong Ho

Literary Skills Theme

In Search of Courage
An excerpt from the novel Call It Courage, by Armstrong Perry

Read About It

408
410

424

428

430

440

442
444

458

464

477

478

488
490

503



LA R

STER

UNIT SIX: ENCOUNTERS WITH NATURE

The Wild Dogs

An excerpt from the novel Island of the Blue Dolphins
by Scott O'Dell

Vocabulary - Language Context Clues

Hints From a Wildlife Watcher
An excerpt from Secrets of a Wildlife Watcher, by Jim Arnosky

Encounter
A poem by Lilian Moore

A Yardful of Penguins
An article by Christine Sheppard

Comprehension Predicting Probable Future Outcomes

Turning and Finding
An excerpt from the novel Hazel Rye, by Vera and Bill Cleaver

As | Was Saying to a Geranium
A personal essay by Jean Kerr

Study Skills Parts of a Book

The Sea Garden
An excerpt from the novel Sea Glass, by Laurence Yep

Discovery
A poem by Harry Behn

Forest Fire!
An article by Laurence Pringle

Literary Skills Figurative Language

The Serpent
An excerpt from the novel The Talking Earth,
by Jean Craighead George

Read About It
Glossary

504
506

522

524

533

534

542

552

556
562

577
578
586

588

603
604



STRATEGIES

TO USE WHEN YOU MEET A NEW WORD

PRONOUNCE THE WORD

Is it a word you know?
Is it a word you have heard other people use?

EXAMINE THE WORD

Is it a compound word? Do you know the meanings of the
smaller words?

Are any parts of the word like another word you know? Does
it have a familiar base word? Does it have a familiar prefix
or suffix?

EXAMINE THE SENTENCE IN WHICH THE WORD
APPEARS

Are there any clues that help you understand the meaning of
the new word?

If you are still not sure what the word means, look it up in the
glossary or a dictionary to find out its meaning.
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STRATEGIES

TO USE WHEN YOU WRITE

PREWRITING—Before you write,

choose a topic.
consider your purpose and audience.
take notes and make an outline.

WRITING—When you write your first draft,

use your notes.

compose a topic sentence.

compose detail sentences that support your topic.
vary sentence length and structure for interest.

REVISING—When you revise,

e edit your first draft. Be sure you have kept to your topic,
arranged your sentences in the best order, used vivid words,
and achieved your purpose for writing.

proofread. Be sure the punctuation, spelling, and grammar
you have used are correct.

® copy your revised draft neatly on a clean sheet of paper.
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DIVERSIONS

Games are fun and a good means
of testing a person’s mental and
physical abilities. But games serve
another purpose, as well. They
divert, or take you away from, the
routines of everyday life. This is
why games, sports, and hobbies are
called diversions.

The word divert has another
meaning: “to change the direction
of.” Sometimes when you have made
plans, a diversion occurs and you
are sidetracked. Or, when you are
traveling, perbaps a new road
suddenly looks appealing and you
are diverted from your original
destination.

As you read the stories in this unit,
keep in mind the different meanings
of the word diversion. Ask yourself,
“What is the diversion in this story?”




An Unscheduled Flight to

AFRICA

by DANIEL PINKWATER

A

What could be a better diversion than traveling to a faraway
place like Nairobi, Africa? In this story Ronald Donald Almondot-
ter finds out that how you travel, not just where you travel,
makes a difference.

What is the purpose of the trip to Africa? What reasons,
besides the one they give, might the two pilots have for waiting
in Africa until their passengers are ready for the return trip?

When Ronald Donald Almondotter took a summer job
working for his rich, eccentric grandfather at The World Fa-
mous Salami Snap Company, he never dreamed that the work
would include a trip to Africa. But Ronald’s grandfather,
Seamus Finneganstein, and Seamus’s old friend, Sir Charles
Pelicanstein, decide to go on a safari in search of the intelligent
earthworm reported to live in remote Kukumlima, and Ronald
is invited to join the expedition.




“Why do you want to go to Africa? my parents said.
“Wouldn’t you rather stay home and have fun with your
friends?”

“The boy is working for me,” my grandfather said. “I am
going to Africa, and he has to come along as my helper. I might
get sick or suddenly become weak. You never know. I'm an old
man.”

“Seamus, you're as strong as an ox,” my father said. “If I
am half as healthy as you when I get to be your age, I'll be
thrilled.”

‘Just the same, I think Ronald should come with me,’
Grandpa said. “He’ll learn a lot. It’s good for a young boy to
travel and see things.”

“But what could he learn on a trip to Africa?” my mother
said. “I think he should stay here and play baseball, and learn
to adjust and get along with people.”

“Fooey!” my grandfather said. “In Africa he can get along
with all kinds of people he’s never seen before. Ronald is coming
with us, and that’s all there is to say about it.”

“Well, Daddy, I'll never understand why it has to be Africa,’
my mother said. “If you went to California, you could have a
wonderful time. You could see lots of things in Los Angeles and
go to Disneyland.”

“First of all, daughter;,” my grandfather said, “I have no
desire to go to Disneyland. Second, I want to say that you never
cease to amaze me. How could you be the child of a great man
like myself and have no imagination whatsoever?”

“Oh, Daddy, you’re so eccentric,” my mother said.

In the end they decided to let me go. My grandfather said
he was going to leave all his money to a medical school in the
hope that someday a way would be found to bring people like

my parents to life.
Grandpa said he had a lot to do before we left. He told
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me I should take some time off and hang around with my
parents because they weren’t going to see me for the rest of the
summer.

I wanted to stay on at work. I knew it wasn’t going to be
easy to wait until it was time to leave for Africa, and I thought
it would be better if I had something to do. But Grandpa
insisted, and I was laid off.

I like my parents, but I've seen them every day of my life—
how interesting could it be, hanging around the house? I knew
we were just going to make each other nervous.

My father got to like the idea of the trip. He said it was a
great opportunity for me. My mother spent a lot of time sewing
name tapes into the big bundle of safari clothes Grandpa had
bought for me. This included everything from underwear to a
hat, and all of it was nifty beyond belief, especially the safari
suits with pockets all over. I also got a pair of boots, my own
first-aid kit, a flashlight, and a multipurpose pocketknife.

Both my parents had the idea that we were going on an
ordinary vacation. Grandpa hadn’t gone into much detail about
the search for Kukumlima and the intelligent earthworm. This
was partially because Sir Charles Pelicanstein had asked him to
tell as few people as possible about the real purpose of our trip
and partly because he didn’t want to put too much strain on
my parents. He assured them that the trip would be perfectly
safe.

I hoped that wasn’t true. I mean, what’s the point of going
to Africa if there isn’t going to be any danger? I checked a
bunch of books about Africa out of the library and read as
much as I could. I got all the way through four books and read
parts of three others. From my reading, I gathered that it was
possible to get bitten by something poisonous. Of course, not
many tourists actually got fanged, but it was possible—and we
were going where most tourists don’t go. I was satisfied.




