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Introduction

Lawyers and law-related professionals need an easy-to-use tool that leads to the books, periodicals, databases,
and organizations that can answer their questions. Those outside the legal profession may also require a tool
that directs them to the more basic law books and to the organizations of, and related to, the legal
profession.

The Encyclopedia of Legal Information Sources (ELIS) is able to meet the needs of both professionals and
laypersons. For example, under the topic “Partnership,” ELIS citations range from Partnership Basis and Basis
Adjustments, a highly technical tax management portfolio published by the Bureau of National Affairs, to The
Partnership Book: How to Write Your Own Small Business Partnership Agreement, published by Nolo Press,
which specializes in self-help law books.

Method of Compilation

Extensive research was required in order to gather the sources of information on the hundreds of subjects
included in this publication. A wide range of sources was consulted, including online data bases, bibliographies,
indexes of the legal literature, and publishers’ promotional brochures. In each instance, the details have been
carefully verified and corroborated.

Because of the crucial importance of timeliness in the legal field, only the most recent and up-to-date sources
have been cited. Material published prior to 1980 has been excluded, unless considered a landmark or classic
contribution in the field. In order to keep pace with new publications and additional law-related topics,
interedition supplements are planned.

Subject Headings Narrowly Defined
To assure that information can be located easily, subject headings have been kept as specific as possible. This
edition of ELIS includes citations under 460 different topics and is supplemented by numerous cross-

references.

Subjects were selected for inclusion based upon their timeliness and topical importance in the field of law. To
make ELIS as useful as possible, the entire range of legal concerns has been incorporated, including specific
crimes (Fraud, Libel and Slander); legal specialties (Antitrust Law, Environmental Law, Family Law); trial
procedures (Appellate Procedure, Cross-Examination, Sentencing); and current legal issues (Capital Punish-
ment, Euthanasia, Legal Ethics and Malpractice).

Topics Provide Special Assistance
While most of the subjects contained in ELIS are fairly self-explanatory, a few require special mention:

—The user who is unfamiliar with legal materials is advised to consult the topic “Legal Research.” Under this
heading are listed “how to” books as well as statutes, case reports, digests, encyclopedias, and dictionaries
basic to a legal collection. Entries are briefly annotated.

—While subject-specific formbooks, restatements, and uniform laws are listed under each topic, they are also
gathered under the topics “Legal Forms,” “Restatements,” and “Uniform and Model Acts.”

—Basic legal materials of each state can be found under the topic “States.”

—Under “State Law Compilations™ are listed sources that compile state laws by subject or sources that cite
compilations.
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—The topic “Treaties and Conventions” includes a special subheading “Collections” under which are listed
general and subject-specific collections of treaties.

“Outline of Contents” Speeds Access to Topics

For the most efficient use of this publication, do not go directly to the text to look up the subject on which
information is sought. Instead, find the appropriate term in the extensive and detailed Outline of Contents,
where it is possible to scan the list of headings quickly to determine the exact form of the subject term that has
been used and to be guided by cross-references to related subjects. If the term being sought has not been used as a
subject heading, the Outline of Contents will refer to the term actually used.

Bibliography Covers 19 Kinds of Sources

Under each heading, citations are found for a wide variety of sources, both print and nonprint, on a particular
topic. A complete list of the kinds of sources cited, represented as subheadings in ELIS, is outlined below, in the
sequence in which they appear (although not all types of sources are listed for each subject).

Statutes, Codes, Standards, Uniform Laws
Restatements

Looseleaf Services and Reporters
Handbooks, Manuals, Formbooks
Textbooks and General Works
Encyclopedias and Dictionaries

Digests, Indexes, Abstracts, Citators
Annuals and Surveys

Law Reviews and Periodicals

Newsletters and Newspapers
Bibliographies

Directories

Biographical Sources

Associations and Professional Societies
Research Centers, Institutes, Clearinghouses
Online Databases

Statistics Sources

Audiovisuals

Other Sources

Type of source categories are arranged in order of importance to the user. Legal researchers would begin an
information search by consulting the primary sources—statutes, restatements, and reporters. Additional data
could be gathered from secondary bibliographic sources—proceeding from handbooks to textbooks to
encyclopedias, etc. Beyond the printed information sources, researchers may find it helpful to contact individual
organizations, either by consulting directories and biographical sources or scanning the lists of associations and
research centers found in ELIS. Online databases can be extremely helpful for legal research. However, because
of the cost involved, such an information-gathering device is often impractical. Statistical data is perhaps the
least important source, while audiovisuals are primarily a teaching tool.

Arrangement and Form of Entries

Entries are arranged alphabetically by @ subject, and further subdivided by @ type of source, and
publication title or organization name. Complete citations are provided for each information source. Citations

for publications include title, author or editor, publisher’s name and address, and publication date or frequency.
For databases, citations include database name, producer, and producer’s address. Citations for organizations
include name and address. For example:
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(1) SPACE LAW

@ TEXTBOOKS AND GENERAL WORKS

AEROSPACE LAW; TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATEL-
LITES. Nicholas M. Matte. Butterworth and Company,
Limited, 2265 Midland Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario,
Canada M1P 4S1. 1982.

ASPECTS OF SPACE LAW. E. R. Van Bogaert. Kluwer Law
and Taxation, 36 West Forty-fourth Street, New York, New
York 10036. 1985.

LAW REVIEWS AND PERIODICALS

ANNALS OF AIR AND SPACE LAW. McGill Institute of
Air and Space Law, 3690 Peel Street, Montreal, Quebec,
Canada H3A 1W9. Annual.

HIGH TECHNOLOGY LAW JOURNAL. University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, Boalt Hall, Berkeley, California 94720. Semi-
annual.

ASSOCIATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION, COMMITTEE ON AIR
AND SPACE LAW. American Bar Association, 750 North
Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60611.

ASSOCIATION OF UNITED STATES MEMBERS OF
THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF SPACE LAW.
Office of the President, University of Mississippi Law Center,
University, Mississippi 38677.
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Suggestions Are Welcome

In spite of the considerable care that has been taken to keep errors and inconsistencies to a minimum, some may
have occurred. It would be appreciated if users would send to the editor any information, suggestions,
comments, or corrections that might improve future editions. Please address remarks to:

Editor

Encyclopedia of Legal Information Sources
Gale Research Company

Book Tower

Detroit, MI 48226
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