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Past events make us pay particular
attention to the future, if we
really make thorough enquiry

in each case into the past.

PoLyBIUS

. . . during this period history becomes,
50 to speak, an organic whole.

What happens in Italy and in Libya is
bound up with what happened in Asia and in
Greece, all events culminating in a single
result. . . . Consequently separate
histories must be regarded as of very
little use in arriving at a realistic
conception of the total picture.

For it is only by exposing side by side
the threads that connect each event

with the whole complex, and also by
pointing out resemblances and
differences, that it becomes possible

to achieve this, and to be able to

derive profit as well as enjoyment

. from the study of history.

PoLyBIUS

The throes of the contemporary world are
those of a birth. And what is being born
with such great paln is a universal

human society. . . . What characteiizes
the events we witness, what distinguishes
them from all preceding events

back to the origins of history is . . .

their global character.

ETIENNE GILSON
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PART

MAN .BEFORE
CIVILIZATION

Part I is concerned with man’s two million years before civilization. The
other parts of the book are devoted to man’s history since he became civilized,
less than six thousand years ago. Thus, by far the longest phase of man’s evolu-
tion will receive by far the briefest consideration. The reason for the dispro-
portionate emphasis on the story of civilized man is the constantly accelerating
tempo of human history. Geologic time is measured in billions of years, and
man'’s prehistory in millennia; but since the advent of civilization, the chrono-
logical unit has shrunk progressively to centuries and to decades, until fateful
events now daily crowd us, unceasingly and inexorably. Indeed the pace of
change has reached such proportions that it is a very real question whether the
human species is capable of adjusting with sufficient dispatch to avoid obso-
lescence, or even extinction.

The disparity in the pace of events, and the corresponding disparity in em-
phasis in this study, should not lead us, however, to minimize the significance
of what happened during prehistory. During those millennia, two developments
provided the bedrock foundation for all later history. One was the gradual
transition from primate to man—from hominid to Homo sapiens, The other
was the transformation of the human newcomer from a food gatherer who
was dependent on the bounty of nature to a food producer who became in-
creasingly independent of nature—the master of his destiny. These two epochal



events—the making of man and the advent of agriculture—are the subjects of
the two chapters of Part I.

Although early man took those fateful first steps that were prerequisites for
the future of his species, the fact remains that they were only first steps. In
the process of becoming a thinking animal, man learned to use words and
tools and fire; and in becoming a food producer, he learned to plant and to
use the hoe and scythe. This technology placed him in an entirely different
category from that of the animals about him, and ye! it was a primitive lech-
nology compared to that which was to follow. The contrast is apparent if a
stone hatchet or a flint-tipped scythe is placed beside a modern computer or
space ship. Though the difference is self-evident, it needs to be underscored
here because it explains the steady extension of the range of human activity,
to be noted in the introduction to each part of this book.

The more primitive the technology, the more constricted its range of opera-
tion; conversely, the more advanced the technology, the more extensive its
range. In prehistoric times, the food gatherer perforce was restricted to the few
square miles of his hunting grounds; the early cultivator, to his village and the
surrounding fields and pastures. Thus the range of prehistoric human com-
munities may be defined as being “local.” The later history of man, depicted
in the following pages and in The World Since 1500, was in large part the
history of the extension of that range from local dimensions to regional, inter-
regional, global, and planetary.



. universal history is more than Chapter
the sum of its parts; it cannot be divided
and subdivided without being denaturalized, 1
much as water, separated into its chemical
components, ceases to be water and
becomes hydrogen and oxygen.

GEOFFREY BARRACLOUGH

Introduction:

Nature of World History

}, he distinctive feature of this book is that it is a world history.
It deals with the entire globe rather than with some one country ot
region. It is concerned not with Western man or non-Western man,
but with all mankind. The viewpoint is that of an observer perched
on the moor, surveying our planet as a whole, rather than that of
one who is ensconced in London or Paris, or for that matter, in Peking
or Delhi.

1. WaY WORLD- HIsTORY?

This global approach to history represents a new departure in
modern historiography. Since the days of the Enlightenment in the
sighteenth century the emphasis has been on the nation rather than on
mankind. But in recent years, interest in world history has been grow-
ing largely as a reaction to the manifestly global sweep of contem-
porary events. With astrenauts and cosmonauts encircling the entire
planet in a few hours and even reaching the moon, and with newspaper
headiines concerned fully as much with Asia and Africa as with Europe
and the Americas, it is increasingly recognized that a wider angle of



