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“The Story of Mankind belongs to that noble department
of literature in which the words are for children and the
meanings are for men.” —LEwis MumMmFoRrD

“No American who writes books has taught his country-
men more important things than Hendrik van Loon. He
is a teacher, with vast knowledge and spacious views of
life. . . . He goes direct to the people with histories which
are informal and humorous. . . . Experts do not complain
of errors in his work, for they are seldom to be found
there.’ CarL Van Doren, Boston Herald

“One of the most extraordinary books to see the light in
many a day . . . reads like a fascinating story, told by a
master story-teller.” —The Nation

“He writes with a real talent for historical perspective and
the principal and significant features of an epoch. . . .
Lively and full of interest.” —WiLLiam Rose BeNEr,

The Saturday Review of Literature

“Fathers and mothers who wonder how best to equip thetr
children to fight the powers of folly and darkness will find
Mr. van Loon a far safer guide than H. G. Wells. He
knows a thousand times more history and writes with as
much taste and more humor. He has written a great book,
one that will endure.”

—CHARLEs A. Bearp, The New Republic
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FOREWORD
For Hansje and Willem:

When I was twelve or thirteen years old, an uncle of mine
who gave me my love for books and pictures promised to
take me upon a memorable expedition. I was to go with
him to the top of the tower of Old Saint Lawrence in Rot-
terdam.

And so, one fine day, a sexton with a key as large as that
of Saint Peter opened a mysterious door. “Ring the bell,”
he said, “when you come back and want to get out,” and
with a great grinding of rusty old hinges he separated us
from the noise of the busy street and locked us into a world
of new and strange experiences.

For the first time in my life I was confronted by the phe-
nomenon of audible silence. When we had climbed the
first flight of stairs, I added another discovery to my limited
knowledge of natural phenomena—that of tangible dark-
ness. A match showed us where the upward road con-
tinued. We went to the next floor and then to the next and
the next until 1 had lost count and then there came still
another floor, and suddenly we had plenty of light. T his
floor was on an even height with the roof of the church,
-and it was used as a storeroom. Covered with many inches
of dust, there lay the abandoned symbols of a venerable
Jaith which had been discarded by the good people of the
city many years ago. That which had meant life and death
to our ancestors was here reduced to junk and rubbish.
The industrious rat had built his nest among the carved
tmages and the ever watchful spider had opened up shop
between the outspread arms of a kindly saint.
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The next floor showed us from where we had derived
our light. Enormous open windows with heavy iron bars
made the high and barren room the roosting place of hun-
dreds of pigeons. The wind blew through the iron bars
and the air was filled with a weird and pleasing music.
It was the noise of the town below us, but a noise which
had been purified and cleansed by the distance. The rum-
bling of heavy carts and the clinking of horses’ hoofs, the
winding of cranes and pulleys, the hissing sound of the
patient steam which had been set to do the work of man
in a thousand different ways—they had all been blended
into a softly rustling whisper which provided a beautiful
background for the trembling cooing of the pigeons.

Here the stairs came to an end and the ladders began.
And after the first ladder (a slippery old thing which made
one feel his way with a cautious foot) there was a new and
even greater wonder, the town-clock. I saw the heart of
time. I could hear the heavy pulsebeats of the rapid seconds
—one—two—three—up to sixty. Then a sudden quivering
noise when all the wheels seemed to stop and another
minute had been chopped off eternity. Without pause it
began again—one—two—three—until at last after a warn-
ing rumble and the scraping of many wheels a thunderous
voice, high above us, told the world that it was the hour of
noon.

On the next floor were the bells. The nice little bells
and their terrible sisters. In the centre the big bell, which
made me turn stiff with fright when I heard it in the
middle of the night telling a story of fire or flood. In soli-
tary grandeur it seemed to reflect upon those six hundred
years during which it had shared the joys and the sorrows
of the good people of Rotterdam. Around it, neatly ar-
ranged like the blue jars in an old-fashioned apothecary
shop, hung the lutle fellows, who twice each week played
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a merry tune for the benefit of the country-folk who had
come to market to buy and sell and hear what the big
world had been doing. But in a corner—all alone and
shunned by the others—a big black bell, silent and stern,
the bell of death. .

Then darkness once more and other ladders, steeper and
even more dangerous than those we had climbed before,
and suddenly the fresh air of the wide heavens. We had
reached the highest gallery. Above us the sky. Below wus
the city—a little toy-town, where busy ants were hastily
crawling hither and thither, each one intent upon his or
her particular business, and beyond the jumble of stones,
the wide greenness of the open country.

It was my first glimpse of the big world.

Since then, whenever I have had the opportunity, I have
gone to the top of the tower and enjoyed myself. It was
hard work, but it repaid in full the mere physical exertion
of climbing a few stairs.

Besides, I knew what my reward would be. I would see
the land and the sky, and 1 would listen to the stories of
my kind friend the watchman, who lived in a small shack,
built in a sheltered corner of the gallery. He looked after
the clock and was a father to the bells, and he warned of
fires, but he enjoyed many free hours and then he smoked
a pipe and thought his own peaceful thoughts. He had
gone to school almost fifty years before and he had rarely
read a book, but he had lived on the top of his tower for so
many years that he had absorbed the wisdom of that wide
world which surrounded him on all sides.

History he knew well, for it was a living thing with
him. “There,” he would say, pointing to a bend of the
river, “there, my boy, do you see those trees? That is where

the Prince of Orange cut the dikes to drown the land and
save Leyden.” Or he would tell me the tale of the old
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Meuse, until the broad river ceased to be a convenient har-
bour and became a wonderful highroad, carrying the ships
of De Ruyter and Tromp upon that famous last voyage,
when they gave their lives that the sea might be free to all.

Then there were the little villages, clustering around the
protecting church which once, many years ago, had been
the home of theiwr Patron Saints. In the distance we could
see the leaning tower of Delft. Within sight of its high arch-
es, William the Silent had been murdered and there Grotius
had learned to construe his first Latin sentences. And still
further away, the long low body of the church of Gouda,
the early home of the man whose wit had proved mightier
than the armies of many an emperor, the charity-boy whom
the world came to know as Erasmus.

Finally the silver line of the endless sea and as a contrast,
immediately below us, the patchwork of roofs and chim-
neys and houses and gardens and hospitals and schools and
ratllways, which we called our home. But the tower showed
us the old home in a new light. The confused commotion
of the streets and the market-place, of the factories and the
workshop, became the well-ordered expression of human
energy and purpose. Best of all, the wide view of the
glorious past, which surrounded wus on all sides, gave us
new courage to face the problems of the future when we
had gone back to our daily tasks.

History is the mighty Tower of Experience, which Time
has built amidst the endless fields of bygone ages. It is no
easy task to reach the top of this ancient structure and get
the benefit of the full view. T here is no elevator, but young
feet are strong and it can be done.

Here I give you the key that will open the door.

W hen you return, you too will understand the reason fot
my enthusiasm.

Hrnorik WitLem van Loon.

X
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15. THE STORY OF MANKIND by Hendrik Willem van Loon.
Here is the entire history of the human race as a single unit. It
begins in the dim realm of the earliest past and is brought up to
World War II.

161. THE SPIRIT OF THE BORDER by Zane Grey. A story about
Wetzel, that strange, silent man whose deeds are still whispered
in the country where he once roamed in his insatiate pursuit of
savages and renegades.

168. THE CHINESE PARROT by Earl Derr Biggers. The parrot
shrieks in the night—HELP! MURDER! PUT DOWN THAT

GUN!—and from then on sinister, unexpected things happen
at the ranch.

172. THE Pocket MYSTERY READER edited by Lee Wright. A
complete novelette by Dashiell Hammett, short mysteries, crime
articles, true crime, plays, poems, and puzzles all in one mystery
anthology!

173. THE STRATEGY OF TERROR by Edmond Taylor. A psy-
chological interpretation of the “war of nerves.”
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A LIST OF PocketBOOKS*®

These are the greatest books, old and new, unabridged and
absolutely complete, in attractive editions, at the lowest
possible price—25¢ each (in the U. S. A.). Here are the
books you have always wanted to read—the time-tested
favorites in fiction, biography, history, adventure, romance,
inspiration and self-improvement, poems, exciting short
stories, and the best mystery and detective stories.
PocketBOOKS are convenient to buy at bookstores, drug-
stores, newsstands, chain stores and cigar stores. They fit
casily in the pocket or handbag, yet they are complete, un-
cut, exactly as the authors wrote them—not digests! The
type is large, clear, readable. Covers are soil-proof, water-
proof, sturdy, colorful, patented PermacLOSs.
PocketBOOKS are ideal for reading in waiting moments,
on the train, in bed. They are also worthy of a place on the
library shelf, and can form the nucleus of an enduring
home library of the world’s best books—at magazine prices.

WHAT FAMOUS PEOPLE SAY ABOUT PocketBOOKS
WILLIAM LYON PHELPS: PocketBOOKS are performing a

great service to many thousands of readers. . . .

LOUIS UNTERMEYER: To get a range of the world’s greatest
literature is difficult enough at a dollar. At 25¢, and in such an
attractive format, something of a miracle.

CLIFTON FADIMAN: Your report on the uptrend of the classic,
time-tested PocketBOOKS shows that you and the American pub-
lic are both on the right track. More power to you.

JAMES HILTON: Varying a famous epigram, one might say that
never in publishing history has so much been offered to so many
for so little.

SINCLAIR LEWIS: As a rival editor, I must express my envious
appreciation of the titles, beauty, and unbelievable cheapness of
the whole PockezBOOK family.

*Turn the page for descrz'ptz'on.r of the boo S, new titles are published
£
ecach month.



1. LOST HORIZON by James Hilton. Thousands who saw the
haunting movie will want to read the whole story of this strange

’plane journey to Shangri-La, where time stood still.

2. WAKE UP AND LIVE! by Dorothea Brande. Try this on your
life, your work, your daily habits—a sound, simple success-formula.
3. FIVE GREAT TRAGEDIES OF SHAKESPEARE. His most
famous, oft-quoted quintet: King Lear, Romeo and [Juliet, Macbeth,
Julius Caesar, Hamlet—complete texts, with special introduction.
4. TOPPER by Thorne Smith. A large helping of hilarious
adventure, a sophisticated riot that the movie could only hint at!
7. WUTHERING HEIGHTS by Emily Bronté. No one who saw
the powerful Academy Award movie should fail to read and own
this “strangest love story ever told.”

11. THE GOOD EARTH by Pearl S. Buck. Pulitzer Prize book
by Nobel Prize winner! A modern Chinese peasant, his wife, his
sons, and their starkly simple, yet dramatic story.

12, THE GREAT SHORT STORIES of de Maupassant. A Piece
of String; The Necklace; Ball-of-Fat, and 33 others of this French-
man’s whose genius for story-telling is unsurpassed in all literature.
15. THE STORY OF MANKIND by Hendrik Willem Van
Loon. Here is the entire history of the human race as a single unit.
It begins in the carliest past and is brought up to World War II.
19. ABRAHAM LINCOLN by Lord Charnwood. You will be
amazed at how an Englishman recaptures the whole essence of
America and a great President in this masterful 500-page volume.
23. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
Edited by Carl Van Doren. Contains Poor Richard’s Almanac, and
many other papers. No other edition contains so much extra material.
28. JEEVES by P. G. Wodehouse. The best stories ever written by
the world’s funniest author, about the world’s most addle-pated .
“young mawster” and the world’s most imperturbable butler.

39. THE GREAT TALES AND POEMS OF EDGAR
ALLAN POE. The Gold Bug, Pit and the Pendulum, House of
Usher, Rue Morgue, and many tales of horror and imagination.
49. MICROBE HUNTERS by Paul de Kruif. Twelve absorbing
biographies of the world’s greatest, most selfless scientists, and the
endless search of each to end human suffering.

53. THE BEST OF DAMON RUNYON. As Wodechouse is to
the English, so is Runyon to the Bronxese and Brooklynese. Here
are 15 stories about Spanish John, Dream Street Rose, and others.
57. AFTER SUCH PLEASURES by Dorothy Parker. The Waltz:
From the Diary of a New York Lady; Lady with the Lamp—and



nearly a dozen more, brilliant, superbly told, witty, tender, acid.
62. THE PocketBOOK OF VERSE. Edited with an Introduction
by M. E. Speare, Ph.D. A treasury of English and American fa-
vorites, from Chaucer to Carl Sandburg. Nearly 250 poems.

63. PRIDE AND PREJUDICE by Jane Austen. Read the story
of the movie that featured Laurence Olivier and Greer Garson!

65. THE FOUR MILLION by O. Henry. Poignant, penetrating,
unforgettable stories that @re New York. No one has yet equaled
O. Henrv’s surerh dialooue, heartbreaking surprise endings.

68. HOW TO WIN FRIENDS AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE
by Dale Carnegie. The book which smashed all non-fiction sales rec-
ords! Bought by over 2,000,000 people! Helps you to know yourself!
G9. THE 39 STEPS by John Buchan. From which the suspense-
Jaden Robert Donat movie was made—an incredible, ingenious spy-
murder-mysterv for the most case-hardened addict!

71. THE FRENCH POWDER MYSTERY by Ellery Queen.
The corpse of a beautiful woman topples in a store-window.

73. THE CASE OF THE VELVET CLAWS by Erle Stanley
Gardner. Blackmail and murder threaten a much-too-beautiful
woman—and Perry Mason, criminal lawver is on the case.

77. THE ROMAN HAT MYSTERY by Ellery Queen. A
baffler about murder in a theatre, blackmail, a missing top-hat!

79. MURDER IN THE CALAIS COACH by Agatha Christie.
Aboard the snowbound Orient Express, Hercule Poirot tackles a
plot absolutely unique in conception and execution.

81. THE RED HOUSE MYSTERY by A. A. Milne. Alexander
Woollcott voted this “one of the three best mystery stories of all
time.” Clever, unusual, stimulating, and a best-selling favorite.

82. CAPTAIN BLOOD by Rafael Sabatini. A two-fisted, glamour-
packed thriller in the great swashbuckling tradition of Dumas!
85. CLOUDS OF WITNESS by Dorothy Sayers. Lord Peter
Wimsey comes to the defense of his own brother, on trial for mur-
der—and the murdered man his sister’s fiance!

86. THE RED WIDOW MURDERS by Carter Dickson. Eight
men and one woman are to draw cards. High goes into the Red
Widow’s Chamber—where four had been found dead.

87. MISTER GLENCANNON by Guy Gilpatric. Cheer and
lusty, hearty entertainment. More voyages to the far corners of the
globe with the incomparable, incorrigible Mister Glencannon!

88. THE A.B.C. MURDERS by Agatha Christie. Hercule Poirot
meets up with a series of murders which have only one thing in
common—an ABC Railroad Guide with each corpse!



90. THE CASE OF THE SULKY GIRL by Erle Stanley Gard-
ner. Fran Celane looked sulky—she said she wanted to get married
—and she seemed to be lying. Perry Mason’s most exciting case!
91. THE PocketBOOK OF SHORT STORIES. Edited with an
introduction by M. E. Speare, Ph.D. 440 pages of the world’s great
short stories by 21 outstanding masters of fiction.

92. THE Pocket BIBLE. A unique, personal companion. This is
the famous King James Version of the Old and New Testaments,
edited, abridged and specially designed for reading enjoyment.

93. GOOD-BYE, MR. CHIPS by James Hilton. “A tender and
gentle story as warming to the heart and as nourishing to the spirit
as any I can remember.”—Alexander Woollcott.

94. GREENMANTLE by John Buchan. A secret-service adventure
story full of spirit, action and high heroism.

95. THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PocketBOOK by A. Conan
Doyle. Nothing is more stimulating than following Conan Doyle’s
famous sleuth as he unravels the most intricate of crimes.

96. BELIEVE IT OR NOT by Robert L. Ripley. His famous, best-
selling Odyssey of incredible oddities, ransacked from every corner
of the globe! Hundreds of cartoons illustrating facts and stories.
98. THE CIRCULAR STAIRCASE by Mary Roberts Rinehart.
Double-death strikes at “Sunnyside.”

99. THE ADVENTURES OF ELLERY QUEEN. Here are 11
complete Ellery Queen episodes, every one a top-notcher for chills!
101. IT WALKS BY NIGHT by John Dickson Carr. A gruesome
triple-murder; a homicidal maniac; a bride of a few hours; a Mar-
seilles wharf-rat posing as a Russian Count; Inspector Bencolin—!
103. THE PocketBOOK of GREAT DETECTIVES. Chills!!!
Crimedom’s greatest master sleuths—each at his most exciting!

104. NANA by Emile Zola. The greatest courtesan of all time,
revealed by the pen of the greatest realist in French literature.

106. THE CASE OF THE LUCKY LEGS by Erle Stanley Gard-
ner. The celebrated Perry Mason, curious about a mysterious tele-
gram and a photo of two seductive female limbs, takes the case.
107. THE PocketBOOK of ETIQUETTE by Murgery Wilson.
Every conceivable subject of modern etiquette can be gleaned from
this book. It is a book of reference as well as a book to read.

108. THE Pocket READER edited by Philip Van Doren Stern.
Short stories, poems, articles, puzzles and a full-length novelette—
Steinbeck, Maugham, Thurber, Housman, Thoreau, and others.



