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PREFACE

Infectious diseases traverse the usual boundaries established
by medical specialists. All organ systems may be involved,
and all physicians caring for patients may have to deal with
infected patients. The format of this book was chosen with
the intent that it would contain the necessary information to
aid the practitioner in the:understanding, diagnosis, and
treatment of infectious diseases. Thus, internists, family or
general practitioners, pediatricians, surgeons, obstetrician-
gynecologists, urologists, residents and fellows in training,
medical students, hospital infection control personnel and
clinical microbiologists should find the book a valuable
reference.

In planning this book the editors considered several dif-
ferent patterns of organization. The system adopted allows
the reader to approach an infected patient three different
ways: a) by major clinical syndrome, b) by specific etiologic
organism, and c) by host characteristics for patients who are
compromised.

Principles and Practice of Infectious Diseases consists of
four major parts. The book may be perused as a whole, or
individual chapters may be examined when the reader is
concerned with a specific problem. Part | covers the basic
principles necessary for.a clear understanding of the con-
cepts of diagnosis and management of infectious disease.
Chapters dealing with microbial virulence factors, host
defense mechanisms, the epidemiology of infectious
diseases, and the clinician and the microbiology. laboratory
are included. In addition, there is, a comprehensive dis-
cussion of anti-infective chemotherapy.

Part 1l considers major clinical syndromes. The syndromes
are described, foliowed by a discussion of the potential etio-

logic agents, evaluation of differential diagnostic possibilities,
and an outline of presumptive therapy. All major infectious
diseases are discussed in this part of the book.

Part 11l describes all important pathogenic microbes for
man and the diseases they cause. The pathogen is classified
and described, the epidemiology is discussed, clinical
manifestations are listed, and specific information on therapy
and prevention is presented. The most comprehensive dis-
cussion of a disease entity can be found by reading about
both the etiologic agent and the clinical syndrome. Thus, a
comprehensive treatment of pneumococcal pneumonia
could be found in reading the appiopriate sections of the
chapters on acute pneumonia and Streptococcus pneu-
moniae. We attempted to make the chapters dealing with
etiologic agents and those dealing with syndromes complete.
Therefore some repetition was unavoidable.

The final section, Part IV, covers special problems in in-
fectious diseases including nosocomial infections, infections
in impaired hosts, immunizations, and protection of
travelers.

The editors are grateful to our expert contributors. These
physicians are the world’s leaders in their fields, and they
ailigently prepared carefully written, well-referenced ‘‘state
of the art” chapters. Our secretaries were skillful and meticu-
lous in their attention to the complexities of assembling Prin-
ciples and Practice of Infectious Diseases. John de Carville,
executive editor of john Wiley & Sons, encouraged, cajoied,
and advised us from the formative steps all the way through
to completion. Lastly, and perhaps most important, we are
grateful to our wives and children for putting up with in-
terminable editorial work and meetings.



