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For the peoples of Iraq and their friends,
May they choose well.
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NOTE ON SOURCES,
SPELLING, AND CITATIONS

The amount of material on Iraq is overwhelming and hard choices had
to be made. A search in American and British law journals yielded over 250
entries for articles and notes on Iraq since 2003. There was hardly a tenth
that number over the previous 50 years. Over 100 books have been published
in the United States only since 2003, from descriptions of military opera-
tions to heart-rending accounts of the death of loved ones in often gruesome
circumstances. In contrast, perhaps no more than a dozen important books
appeared on Iraq in the full course of the 20th century. “Iraq in Books,” a
remarkable review by Michael Rubin in the Middle East Quarterly (Spring
2007) briefly discusses 33 titles since the invasion. The present book has
tried to keep up-to-date on that immense production, but preference has
been given to reports and discussions focusing on policy-making, with a
legal slant. The “Iraq cottage book industry” is expected to grow and surpass
the Vietnam literature in years to come. It is not humanly possible to cover
it all, let alone to give their due to some remarkable works that range from
personal accounts by soldiers and journalists to the book-length recollec-
tions of the American presidential envoy and the former Iraqi minister of
finance. Access to and dissemination of Iraqi books and studies in Arabic and
Kurdish is difficult within Iraq, let alone abroad, although some good
books, especially on the Iraqi Constitution, are already available. To the
extent I could reach some of these sources, they are mentioned in this book.

Because of the variety of sources, consistency was not practical. Originally
exotic Arabic words have become well known, but orthography did not
follow. The Ba’th party is found in the book as Baath or Ba’th; Hussein
could also be spelled Husayn, Husein, or Husain; Shi’is is the same as Shi’ites,
Shiites, Shia, Shi’a; Ayat Allah is the same as Ayatollah, etc. Footnotes are
generally omitted, and when they are profuse in the cited text, an additional
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Note on Sources, Spelling, and Citations

reference is included to remind the reader of their availability in the original.
References to website URLs were current by the end of 2008, but rapid shifts
mean sudden lack of availability. With the change of administration in
2009, all White House original sources and texts have for instance suddenly
disappeared, so I tried to rely on texts whose lifespan is not as fragile. Ellipses
indicate an omission in the documents selected.
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