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" Introduction

My sincerest apologies to all for the delay in getting out this latest edition to the ADiM series,
due to a combination of overly-ambitious revision plans, unforeseen commitments at business
and at home, and an Job-like series of technical hiccups. The good thing to come of it is that I
have been able to include information on and demonstrate the first plug-in offering shadow-
casting within MiniCad.

And, of course, much else besides. If you haven't upgraded yet from v6, you may wonder, as I
did, what on earth could v7 offer, given that MiniCad 6 seemed to cover pretty much all the
bases. Automatic formatting of your drawings in HTML for Web publishing?

The answer, it turned out, was ‘Plenty’. Some of these features—like the notion of Sheets
instead of Views, Recent Files Menu Selection, a simplified procedure for creating custom com-
mands and schedules, Dashed Hidden Line Rendering, and Automatic Wall Join—are sensible,
incremental improvements that make work just that little bit easier. Others, however, like an
easy, iconic Viewbar at the bottom of the screen, Associative Hatching, Mathematical Expres-
sion Input, Dual-Unit Dimensioning, direct AutoCad .DWG Import and Save, the Wall Framer
utility, are answers to age-old wishlists that you quickly wonder how you managed without.

These changes are covered in greater detail in the body of our tutorial, signposted

as in previous editions with a suitable eye-catching icon to help veteran users %

spot the areas that they need to focus on to get up to speed with the new version
and/or this book.

Otherwise, this edition, like the application, has kept the same basic approach as its predeces-
sors: the reader is not presumed to know anything of MiniCad beyond the essentials of Macin-
tosh™ or Windows™ operation, and is led to learn its tools and methods painlessly and natu-
rally by using them to solve a sequence of familiar problems. The main departures from previ-
ous editions are that, in a bid to emulate the design process a little more faithfully, the reader is
shown how to create and evaluate a quick sketch design in 2D and 3D before setting down to
working drawings, and in so doing covers two hypothetical projects instead of just one to learn
about various issues.
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Like its predecessor, this edition is “universal’ in that it is equally applicable to both the North
American and metric conventions. However, in this edition the roles have switched: English
units are the default, with metric equivalents in square brackets ([...]). Where specific refer-
ences have to be made to one or the other, (North) American issues are preceded with the sign
@; while readers in the Rest of the World are referred to items marked ®.

Square brackets apply also to that other Great Divide, namely between the Mac and Windows
versions of the program. In deference to the prevailing cross-section of users, keyboard short-
cuts refer by default to the Mac, with Windows equivalents set in square brackets. Most of the
screenshots are from the Mac, but where possible the Windows version is used.

A Guide to Graphic Cues & Typefaces

As in previous editions, this book is design in its page size and basic cover binding design to
emulate the manuals that come with the application so as to complement them naturally on the
shelf. Inside, however, my own conventions apply, namely the main text is in Palatino 10

Incidental comments that are not part of the tutorial procedure but worth knowing are in Palatino

9 Italics like this...
N ote ...—while particularly important points to note are flagged like this.
I_ Issues that require more extensive discussion than is possible in a line or two of text will _—‘

usually be boxed off in a section of their own, surrounded by a dashed line, and typeset |
one point smaller than the main text. |

@ If a warning or and alert is required, this will also be suitably marked

As always, for the sake of clarity (and to avoid excessive use of quotation marks which often
confuse more than they help), [ use certain fonts when referring to words and figures on screen,
corresponding to their appearance under Mac System 7. Thus:

® Menu items and dialog text are set in Chicago.

* Screen hints and palette items are set in Geneva 7 Bold or Plain as appropriate
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 Keyboard operations (e.g. Shift, Option [Alt])are in the typewriter-like Courier.
¢ The Command key on the Mac is now represented by the icon @ .

Finally, in response to popular acclaim from previous editions,

T have extended and deepened my Ghosted Cursor™ technique e ul

of solid gray dots, lines and arrowheads to represent clicks, di- @WW —
rection of movement and drag motion, respectively. These /
should help the reader reconcile screenshots with text instruc- '-

tions and go some way to making up for the current absence of an instruction CD-ROM or
video on MiniCad 7.

Acknowledgments

I am indebted as always to my friend Rafi Shafir for insights on North American practice and
for comments on the use of new features such as the Wall Frame. Also:

to Wendalyn Nichols for advice on American English

to Thorsten Lemke for his amazing GraphicConverter, and to Westcode Software for OneClick,
—without which this job would have taken even longer

to Dan Monaghan and everyone at Diehl Graphsoft who answered my questions

to my MiniCad clients for insights into the program's uses in their work

. and, of course, to you, reader, for your support, which makes the effort worthwhile. I hope

the book lives up to expectations. If it does, tell your friends and colleagues. If it doesn't, tell
me: a registration form is enclosed at the back for your comments (or use its equivalent posted
on the Qualum website at http: //qualum. com/): please fill this out and return to me with
your comments and suggestions, as these will help a great deal in improving the book in future
editions. A free copy of my custom AEC Overlay will be sent to all respondents who so wish
(see Appendix for details).

Live long and... er, Render.
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London
September 1997
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Installation

Windows

Quit all running applications. From the Start pop-up, call up the control panel dialog.

Do £& Yow Heb ;
:1 H % B =

Accessbity  Add New Date/Time Display

Hardware

’ﬁ Al ‘@ 3 =

Find Fast Fonts Intemet Joystick Keyboard

D & H B o

Mad and Fax Modems Mouse Mutmeda Network
B R 2 ® = |

008C Pazswords Prnlers RS?!:-;‘ Sounds
| #
{ S v g and ctes shatcats. : 'J

They ae vaedic.

manipuiate and cresie new data fles.

Space Requed 32808K

Space Avsiable. S42018K

<ok f Neor ] cown |

Double-click Add/Remove Programs

Keep MiniCad Program and MiniCad Toolkits both
checked and click Next >

i Add/Remove Piogtams Propeites
trotallininsal | Windows Setup | Startup Dink |

] Tois rom  flopps disk or CO-ROM
SE L tes

e The folowing voftware can be removed by
@ ‘Windows. To 1emovs 3 program or 1o iy installed
camponenis, select & om the st and cick.

In the Add/Remove Programs Properties

djalog click Install..
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In the Run Installation Program dialog click
Browse... (or type the appropriate Command

Line if you know it)
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From the Look in: pop-down, double-click the
Minicad? CDROM

<Mlﬁﬂl

Conced |

5 ‘Weicome (o the MnCAD 7 Setup program. This
’ peogram wil install MCAD 7 on yous computer.

«nwwm 1hat you st o Windows programs
Chck Cancel S
Chek Neat

WARNING: Ths L =

program is protectad by copyeght law and

Unauthomed tepaducton of mﬁhmuw
of &, may rexul in severe cvil and crmind
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B oo |

In the Run Installation Progam dialog, click

imist

In the minicap setup dialog, click Next> and follow in-
struction (including entering your details and serial no.

from the CDROM cover).
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In the welcome dialog, Click Next >

30 for boty ssport and render
ld“h i oeder for MinCAL
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Macintosh
Double-click the MiniCad Installer program.

In the dialog, click Install... or — to reduce the size
of hard disk space necessary for installation — click
Custom

Pressing the Command (®# ) key to allow non-con-
tiguous selection, click on the options suitable for
your machine...
Fat Binary includes the versions for both PowerPC and
680x0 Macs: this is good when you re installing on an

external hard disk that may be used with machines of
either specification—otherwise it's not necessary

... as well as all toolkits you think you will require.
Skip the toolkits for Mechanical Engineering and

Con ) (e )
others that you are sure aren't applicable.

Press Enter to or click Install . o

Enter your details and serial number (printed on the CD- | WindowsMaciawh

ROM cover).
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Full Install For Any Macintosh

Installs:
MiniCad 7 Fat Binary
OveriayEdit
Enternals
Toolkit
Online Reference
Claris CAD™ Translator

Installation requires : 37132K

([ ouit )| instan ]

Install the following:
MiniCad 7 Fat Binary
MiniCad ? For PowerPC
MiniCad 7 For 680x0
Required ltems

| Full Toolkit Installation

Installation requires : 14040K

The Easiest. Mose Cont-Fifective Way 10 Design
Please personalize your copy of MiniCad:
Name:

Company:

(it ) [ ok

I5
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