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Introduction

This volume represents the edited version of the 20th Annual Alfred New-
ton Richards Symposium sponsored by The Physiological Society of
Philadelphia and held on May 8-9, 1978 in King of Prussia, PA.

The selection of the topic for this symposium reflected recognition of the
importance of recent discoveries of the role of prostaglandins in the control of
cardiovascular and renal function.

The contributions by Vane, Pace-Asciak, Lefer, Sivakoff, DuCharme and
Kadowitz emphasized the uniqueness of the cardiovascular effects of pros-
tacyclin, a likely natural substance which protects from coronary heart disease
and opposses the action of thromboxanes. This opens many new approaches to
drug development including stable derivatives of prostacyclin and inhibitors of
thromboxane synthetase.

An interdisciplinary approach to prostaglandin research was emphasized in
the organization of this symposium. The participants included medicinal
chemists, biochemists, physiologists, pharmacologists and clinicians. The
symposium provided a forum for scientific interaction and extensive discus-
sions of the presented results.

This volume will hopefully be useful not only to physiologists, phar-
macologists and biochemists, but also to practicing physicians attempting to
update their knowledge of the rapidly expanding field of prostaglandins as well
as to medical and graduate students.

A. Scriabine
A .M. Lefer
F.A. Kuehl, Jr.
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