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Spain

l ying at the southwestern end of the European con-
tinent, Spain (Espafia), or the Spanish State (Estado
Espatiol), occupies about 85 percent of the Iberian

Peninsula. With Portugal, which forms its western bound-
ary, it is shaped like the hide of a bull, the neck pointing
toward Africa in the south and a large base formed by the
Pyrenees Mountains and the Bay of Biscay in the north.
It is separated from France by the small principality of
Andorra and by the Pyrenees; and in the far south lies the
small peninsula of Gibraltar, which has been under British
sovereignty since 1713. Off Spain’s eastern coast lie the
Balearic Islands; the Canary Islands, in the Atlantic Ocean
off the coast of Africa, are also a part of Spain. The cities
of Ceuta and Melilla, in northern Morocco, have belonged
to Spain for several centuries and are considered by Spain
to be an integral part of that country, despite Moroccan
claims to their suzerainty. The total area of the national
territory of Spain is 194,900 square miles (504,782 square
kilometres).

One of the most ancient countries in Europe, Spain was
also long one of the most powerful and, from the 16th to
the 19th century, ruled a large empire. Evidence of that
empire is the continuing use of the Spanish language in 18
Latin-American states, Puerto Rico, and the Republic of

Equatorial Guinea. Lying at the crossroads of Africa and
Europe, and holding the key to the Mediterranean from
the Atlantic, Spain retains traces of European, African,
Mediterranean, and Atlantic cultures that make of it a
distinctive country within western Europe.

Under the constitution adopted in 1978, Spain is a consti-
tutional monarchy in which the king assumes a ceremonial
position. Its economy is fully integrated in the Western
world, with large-scale foreign investments, tourism, and
trade relations with other countries of the Atlantic area.
Spain is a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) and maintains a close relationship with that
organization through bilateral agreements with the United
States. Spain is a member of the United Nations and its
specialized agencies and belongs to the Council of Europe
and most technical organizations of western Europe. It is
tied to the European Economic Community (EEC) with
a commercial agreement. Close diplomatic, cultural, and
economic links are maintained with most Latin-American
countries and international organizations, such as the An-
dean Pact, the Inter-American Development Bank, and
the Organization of American States.
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Physical and human geography

THE LAND

Relief. With the exception of the southern triangle clos-
ing toward the Strait of Gibraltar, the Iberian Peninsula
forms an irregular quadrangle, bordered on the east and
southeast by the Mediterranean and on the west, south-
west, and most of the north by the Atlantic Ocean. Most
of the peninsula is occupied by the Meseta, a large plateau
with approximately the same boundaries as the historical
Kingdom of Castile (Castilla). The average height of the
plateau is 2,000 feet (610 metres), although its northern
part is slightly higher than the southern section. The
Meseta is almost completely surrounded by mountain
ranges: the Cordillera Cantabrica (Cantabrian Mountains)
in the north; the Sistema Ibérico (Iberian System) from
the Cantabrica to the southeast; the Sierra Morena in
the south; and the lower mountains on the border with
Portugal in the northwest. The southern plateau descends
gently in the direction of Portugal, whereas the transition
from the northern plateau to Portugal is marked by rugged
terrain and mountain ranges. The Meseta is divided by
the Cordillera Carpetovetonica (also called the Sistema
Central), which extends across the plateau to the north
of Madrid and runs all the way from the Sistema Ibérico
to Portugal.

Around the central plateau, five natural regions can be
identified. First, in northeastern Spain, there is the val-
ley of the Rio Ebro, enclosed by the Sistema Ibérico in
the west and southwest, the Pyrenees and the Cordillera
Cantibrica in the north, and the mountains of Catalonia
(Cataluiia) and other coastal ranges in the east. Second,
there is the valley of the Guadalquivir River in the south,
which is separated from the plateau by the Sierra Morena
and from the Mediterranean by the Sistema Penibético
(Baetic Cordillera), including the Sierra Nevada in the
southeast, but which has unimpeded passage to the At-
lantic in the southwest. Third, there is the region of the
coastal area of Valencia, in the east, descending from the
southern Iberian ranges toward the Mediterranean. Cat-
alonia, a mountainous region between the valley of the
Ebro, the eastern Pyrenees, and the Mediterranean, forms
the fourth natural region. Finally, there is northern Spain
from the Pyrenees to the west, a rugged, mountainous
country comprising several small regions separated from
each other by high mountains.

Geologically, the peninsula forms a great massif (not to
be confused with the Meseta, which it partly overlaps),
bordered on the north, east, and south by mountain folds.
This massif is a fragment of the former Hercynian con-
tinent, which formed across Europe at the close of the
Carboniferous Period (about 345,000,000 to 280,000,000
years ago). During the Mesozoic Era (between 225,000,-
000 and 65,000,000 years ago), the Hercynian system was
shattered, and large portions sank below the sea. During
the Tertiary Period (between 65,000,000 and 2,500,000
years ago), deposits of the Jurassic and Cretaceous seas, to-
gether with the earlier Tertiary beds, were crushed against
the old massif to form the ranges bordering the Meseta.
Later movements contorted and fractured the peninsula
to give it its present general shape.

The Balearic Islands in the Mediterranean are composed
of mountain ranges of moderate altitude, not exceeding
5,000 feet. The Canary Islands in the Atlantic, however,

are of volcanic origin and contain the highest peak among
the Spanish territories, the Teide (12,198 feet [3,718 me-
tres)), located on the island of Tenerife.

Drainage and soils. The most important drainage sys-
tems are found in the plateau and the two large valleys
of the Ebro and the Guadalquivir. The plateau has three
main drainage systems, all flowing into the Atlantic: the
Rio Duero (Douro) in the northern plateau and the Tagus
(Tajo) and Guadiana in the southern plateau. While the
Duero and the Tagus follow an almost parallel course from
the Iberian range to the west coast of Portugal, the Gua-
diana turns south at the border with Portugal and empties
into the Gulf of Cadiz (Golfo de Cadiz) on the southern
Atlantic coast. The Ebro, which has the greatest outflow
of the peninsula’s rivers, follows an almost straight course
from the northern mountains to the Mediterranean, col-
lecting waters from the Pyrenees and the Sistema Ibérico.
The Guadalquivir flows from the east to the southwest,
gathering waters from the Sierra Morena and the Sierra
Nevada. In the southeastern region, the two most impor-
tant rivers are the Jucar and the Segura.

Three main mineralogical regions can be distinguished
in Spain. Crystalline rocks predominate in the central and
peripheral basins, whereas the east and north have an
abundance of limestones. The soils may be described as
generally acid-humid in the northwest, calcareous in east-
ern and southern Spain, and siliceous in the Cantabrica,
northern Iberian, Carpetovetonica, and Sierra Morena
ranges as well as in the Duero Valley and the mountains
of Zamora and Salamanca. As in most of the western
Mediterranean, erosion has played a very important role
in the degradation of the soils, especially in the high ar-
eas of the plateau and the eastern and southern zones.
In addition to natural erosion, humans have contributed
considerably through the destruction of forests. Since the
1920s, however, the government has carried out important
projects to forestall further erosion.

Climate. Spain is located in the temperate zone of the
Northern Hemisphere, between the latitudes of 27° (for the
Canary Islands) and 44° N. In general, Spain belongs cli-
matically to the western Mediterranean. The peninsula is
exposed both to the westerly North Atlantic winds, which
dominate during most of the year, and to the warm, dry
airstream that blows less frequently from the Sahara. The
Pyrenees and the Cordillera Cantabrica, however, play an
important role in the Spanish climate, for they constitute
the northern boundary of the subtropical airstream dur-
ing the summer months, thereby maintaining dry weather
conditions over most of the country.

Three basic types of climate predominate within the
peninsula: the coastal climate of the Atlantic and Mediter-
ranean seaboards; the continental climate of the plateau
and the valleys of the Ebro and the Guadalquivir; and
the mountain climate of areas above 3,000 feet. Northern
Spain, from Galicia to northern Catalonia, is characterized
by moderate, even temperatures and high rainfall. Thus,
La Coruiia, in the northwest, ranges from 48° F (9° C)
in winter to 64° F (18° C) in summer, while the annual
rainfall is about 38 inches (965 millimetres). The plateau
has a continental climate, with lower rainfall and greater
temperature variations. Thus Albacete, in the southeast of
the plateau, varies between 40° F (4° C) in the winter
and 75° F (24° C) in the summer, while the annual rain-
fall is less than 15 inches (380 millimetres). The valleys
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of the Ebro and the Guadalquivir also have a continental
climate, drier and colder in the Ebro and warmer and
more humid in the Guadalquivir. Catalonia, Valencia,
and the Balearic Islands enjoy more temperate weather,
with higher rainfall in Catalonia, while the Canary Islands
have a subtropical, Atlantic climate.

Plant and animal life. Vegetation. There are four main
vegetation areas: north, centre, south, and southeast.
Northern Spain, enjoying humid weather, is covered with
deciduous forests and meadows. It is basically a green
country, good for forestry and pastures, as well as the cul-
tivation of corn (maize), apples, and other products that
thrive in humid areas. The northern plateau and the Ebro
Valley, with low levels of humidity and extreme temper-
atures, mainly produce grains. The upper Ebro Valley,
the southern plateau, Andalusia, and the eastern regions
produce olives and grapes. Valencia and the irrigated ar-
eas of Murcia are noted for their citrus fruits, particularly
oranges, but rice is also grown in Valencia, and the pro-
duction of fruits and vegetables in Murcia has been diver-
sified. Semi-desert areas occur in the valley of the Ebro,
around the city of Zaragoza, and in southeastern Spain in
the province of Almeria, where irrigation projects support
the cultivation of flowers, early fruits, and vegetables.

Livestock. Cattle are raised in the north and in the
mountainous areas of central and southern Spain. Sheep
are the most common stock animals in the plateau region.
Pigs are raised in most of Spain, particularly in the west
and northwest. Goats are mostly raised in the south of the
peninsula and in the islands. Mules and donkeys, once
a part of the Spanish landscape, were vanishing in the
late 20th century as a consequence of the mechanization
of harvesting and transportation. Spanish-Arabian horses
are raised on large estates in Andalusia (Andalucia), and
fighting bulls are raised for profit in Andalusia and Castile.
Camels are used for tourist purposes in some of the Ca-
nary Islands.

Wildlife. 1Its close links with Africa give Spain more
African species than exist in the other Mediterranean
peninsulas, while the Pyrenean barrier and extent of the
country explains the number of indigenous species. The
larger species of wildlife are almost extinct in Spain, al-
though bears and wolves can still be found in the Pyrenees
and some of the northern mountain areas. The Spanish
ibex (Capra pyrenaica) is threatened with extinction, and
most are found within preserves. Other types of wildlife,
such as deer or wild pigs, can be found in preserves all over
Spain. Minor game, such as partridge, grouse, duck, and
rabbit or hare, abound throughout Spain. At Gibraltar is
confined the Barbary ape, thought either to be indigenous
or to have been imported by the Romans or Arabs; it is
also present across the strait.

Fish. The Spanish coasts were once rich in fish and
shellfish, particularly in the Atlantic and the Bay of Bis-
cay. Overexploitation led, however, to the exhaustion of
coastal fisheries within the Spanish territorial waters. This
induced the government to adopt a 200-mile offshore fish-
ing zone in 1978, within which Spain claimed the right
to manage and exploit fisheries. Trout, luce, carp, and
other inland fishes are still found in the rivers and water
reservoirs protected by the state.

Settlement patterns. 7Traditional regions. Because of the
geographical diversity and the great variety of climates
and vegetation, as well as for historical reasons, regional
differences are very important in Spain. Their political
relevance increased with the approval in 1978 of a new
constitution that foresaw a reorganization of the state on
the basis of autonomous communities. The country is
divided into 14 traditional regions, two of which are the
Balearic Islands and the Canary Islands. The old Kingdom
of Castile, which covered most of the plateau, included
three regions that are still considered to be Castilian: Ledn
and Old Castile, in the northern plateau, and New Castile,
in the southern plateau. (The province of Santander, lo-
cated between the Cordillera Cantibrica and the Bay of
Biscay, was historically part of Old Castile, although it
differs widely from inland Castile in location, climate, and
economic structure.) The former kingdom also included
six other regions that are no longer considered to be

Castilian: the Basque Provinces, Asturias, and Galicia, in
the north; Extremadura, in the southern plateau, border-
ing Portugal; and Murcia and Andalusia in the south. The
old Kingdom of Aragdn, located on the eastern half of the
peninsula, encompassed the four regions of Navarre, bor-
dering France and the Basque country; Aragén, covering
the lower course of the Ebro River and extending from the
Pyrenees to the Sistema Ibérico; Catalonia, in the north-
eastern corner of Spain; and Valencia, in the coastal plains
between the Sistema Ibérico and the Mediterranean Sea.

The coastal regions differ markedly from each other
and from inland Spain. Differences in geography, history,
social and economic structures, and especially language
have all contributed to a variety of regional identities.
Regional nationalism—even regional separatism—has de-
veloped wherever a native language other than Spanish is
spoken, as in Catalonia, Galicia, and, above all, the Basque
country (Vascongadas). And in regions in which only
Spanish is spoken, such as Andalusia, the Canary Islands,
and Aragdn, an acute sense of social and cultural identity
has been acquired. Consequently, a movement developed
all over Spain to transform the traditionally centralized
political system into a decentralized one with an almost
federal structure. Thus, traditional regions became the ba-
sis for the political reorganization of the country.

One of the most sensitive issues in Spanish politics in
the late 20th century was the apportionment of powers
between the central government and the new autonomous
communities recognized by the constitution of 1978. The
regionalist trend that had prevailed during the 1970s had
become counterbalanced by centralist forces that opposed
any further transfer of powers to the regional governments.
Thus, a tug-of-war between national and regional iden-
tities developed, threatening the stability of democratic
institutions and putting in question the nature of the state
itself. The strain was particularly noticeable in the Basque
country, but was also apparent in Catalonia and other
regional communities.

Human settlement. Spain is now a predominantly indus-
trial country, with less than 20 percent of the economically
active population involved in agriculture, forestry, or fish-
ing. There has been a sharp movement from the country to
the cities in the last 50 years. In 1930, only one-quarter of
the population lived in cities, whereas more than half of the
Spanish population was settled in an urban environment
by the late 20th century. The economic and structural
changes that took place in that period are of paramount
importance to an understanding of modern Spain.

Traditional rural settlements vary widely from one region
to the next. Northern and Mediterranean Spain and the
islands follow a pattern of small settlements surrounded by
agricultural land. On the other hand, the plateau and the
valleys of the Ebro and the Guadalquivir are characterized
by highly concentrated rural populations inhabiting large
towns. These differences are connected with the history
and the landscape of the different regions.

Most of the population lives in towns of 10,000 or more
inhabitants. The size of towns does not, however, always
reflect their economic activity. In southern Castile, Ex-
tremadura, Murcia, and Andalusia, large towns of 20,000
or 30,000 people may concentrate mainly on agricultural
tasks, while smaller towns in the Basque country or Cat-
alonia may be predominantly industrial. The two main
urban centres are Madrid, the capital, in New Castile,
and Barcelona, on the Catalonian coast. The population
of the province of Barcelona exceeds that of the province
of Madrid, while the metropolitan districts of Madrid
and Barcelona are roughly equivalent. Other large urban
concentrations include Greater Bilbao, which is in the
Basque country; Greater Valencia, in the east; Zaragoza,
in the Ebro Valley; and Seville (Sevilla), in the lower
Guadalquivir Valley.

THE PEOPLE

Because of its position between two continents and its
relative accessibility from the Mediterranean, Spain has
been invaded and inhabited by many different peoples.
In prehistoric times, peoples from North Africa and west-
ern Europe settled in the peninsula, including the Celts,
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....... i - assa de la inojosa [de Monévar.........38:25n 0-47w
Alhama [de Selva; icosveoses 41-53n 2:53e Duque] 38-:30n 5-09w Montanchez. ....39-13n 6-09
Murcial......... 37:51n 125w Castell6n de'la Hospitalet...... . 41-22n 2:08e  Montblanch.. ... #1920 1106
Aéf;:g(rjlg el it Czlsat?g'dé'h} ..... ggi?n gggw ﬂue:ma .......... 37:39n 327w Montefrio........ 3719n 401w
’ Rf0....37-41n  4-28w uelva........... 37116n 657w  Montellano...... 37-00n 5-34w
ﬁ“ta:?rzﬁe 3 %)ng Castro Urdiales. .43-23n 313w  Huércal-Overa...37-:23n 1-57w  Montijo.......... i 637w
i Idé .......... A w  Castuera........ 3843n 533w  Huesca 42:08n 025w  Montoro......... 4-23w
M adén;; . cvins n 450w  Catarroja........ 39-24n 024w  Huéscar.........3749n 2:32w Monzén 0-12e
A'm:g;o ......... %:ggn 113:43w Cazalla de la Huete...........40:08n 241w  Mora............. < 3-46w
Alma‘;ég ......... 41_an 2.ggw Slerra, ;... e s ....38'54n 1-26e Mora [de Ebro]...41 0-38e
I MBLaN s g e 38.41n 6.24w Cazorla.......... ..41-35n 1-38e Morella.......... 40- 0-06w
Almens 10....36'502 2.27x ggggegrl?‘s. 3943n 2-54e Nll:orér; de la
Aimodasar tdel Gl s v M r?r)l era 527w
Campol........ 38:43n 410w il ey
ﬁ:mor%tée ......... gglgn 631w C:m:rrgadel Wi mz%a” ?%gx
mufécar. .....36:43n 341w  Ceuta.... M ’
Alora 36'48n 4-42w  Chantada Uros. S oo
.. N Muros 9-02w
Amposta. ..4043n 0-35e
ﬁng[aitx. ..gg—ggn ?{238 gﬂ?c'}’:na [de'ia ﬁiﬁh"e‘i’m%‘?é““‘ééi"égﬂ iigga
nddjar.........38:03n 4-04w
Antequera....... 37-:01n  4-33w C’;\ri?\r::tr?i'i?; ....... N'avetalmoral dela 39-54n 5-32
Aracena......... 37-53n 6-33w Ciempozuelos. ... A . o
N o Ciezap J(e:rebz de los Nerja............ 36-44n 352w
DUEro............ 41-41n 341w  Cistierna. ... ... - - Jijoan:“ems """ S5%on 030w  Noveldac il 38230 040w
Aranjuez......... 40-02n 3-36w Ciudadela 40+ g Jodar. ! g [¢] oo 4‘2'47n 8- W
Archidona....... 37:05n 423w Ciudad Real. ... . 38 Jumilla. le) O 39- A 353w
Arcos de la Ciudad Rodrigo..40-36n 632w  La Almunia de Oliva..... 110 S988n oomw
Areonna:rgé.s.a.n...%-ztsn 548w  Cocentaina...... 38-45n 0-26w Doia Godina...41-29n 1-22w  Oliva de Jerez. ..38:16n 6:55w
CElis oo otan ey o oAn SO LSOl AN g Qhioma. . an 1o
edro...........40112n 505w Colmenarde @ LaCarolina...... e -37wW t
3756n 403w Oreja.... 40060 323w La Coruia. 43.22n 823w .
4213n 2:06w  Colmenar Vigjo..40-40n 3-46w  La Estrada....... 42'41n 829w
ﬁ:g%);o de la Luz. ggggn g'35w Constantina. . ... 37-52n 537w  La Guardia....... 41-54n 8-53w
LTI o s s 42.272 6:8%w Cérdoba......... 37-53n 4-46w  Lalin............. 42:39n 8:07w  Ordenes......... 43:04n 8-24w
i 7 w  Corella.......... 42:07n 1-47w  Lalinea......... 3610n 519w  Ordufa.......... 42:59n  3-00w
Caballoros] A086n 44p Corral de La Palma [del Orense........... 42:20n 751w
Aaalerts], s v 5-55W Almaguer...... 39-46n 311w Condado]....... 37-23n 633w Orihuela.. 38:05n 0-57w
Ayamdhié'.'.', ----- ool 7'2‘& ggggg?gg.l.a.....STSSn 6-49w Lﬁﬁ’otbla de - 8rtigueira 4:1341n 751w
Azuaga Frontera] P ——— L lPe ............ -15n  1-59%e sma 41-35n 3-05w
Badajor. Cropteral... ..38.15n 20w a Puebla....... 39-46n 3-0le Osuna.. .3714n 507w
Badalona craiile .41.25n g?&w La Puebla de Oviedo...... ...43:22n 550w
Baana, .. 25 . . cuclar.... ..40042 : 9w Montalban...... 39-52n 4-21w  Palafrogell.......41-65n 3-10e
€ ; 9w Cuenca.......... 1 08w Laredo........... 43-24n 3-25w  Palencia......... 42:01n  4-32w
EZ{L%"@'; -------- : Cuevas del La Robla......... 42:48n 537w  Palma del Rio....37'42n 517w
Bange i Jeas CAII?nanzora ...... 37118n 1563w  LaRoda......... 3913n 2:09w  Palma de
Beracaids PR Fa Cglar de Baza...37:35n 234w La Solana........ 38-56n 3-14w Mallorca........ 39:34n 2:3%e
Barbastro. 4200 0080 2 eraI .......... 3910n 0-15w La Unién........ 37-37n 052w Pamplona........ 42:49n 1-38w
Barcarie. - BEay Gt Da:imle .......... 39-04n 337w  Lebrija.......... 36'55n 604w  Paredes de
Barcalons $ioan o alias........... 36-49n 2:52w  Ledesma........ 41-05n  6-00w Nava.....coueen 42:09n 4-41w
Barcelo de Tt n e Daroca.. ... sy 41-07n 1-25w OO i wasions us 42:36n 534w  Pego............. 38:51n 007w
Santuitin ADEIR S8 Denia............ 38-51n 0-07e  Lepe............. 3715n 712w Penafiel......... 41-36n  4-07w
B LBl 37-29n ¥ Don Benito...... 3857n 552w Lérida........... 41-37n 0-37e  Pefnaranda de
BBIAL~ « vers gias o 1_33va lE3q§ Hermanas...37-17n 555w Lerma........... 42:02n 3-45w Bracamonte. ...40-54n 512w
Beas do Sediia. S81an 2oow  Equa daios o o DO Lpares 33 o%w Pusblonevo....38
B ! o s 3 a4 s -38n  0-36w ueblonuevo....3818n 516w
Bg;:ael-'rreé ......... 40.2:1;2 glgx ECaballeros ...... 42:08n 1-08w Llanes........... 43-25n 4-45w  Piedrabuena..... 39:02n 410w
Belaloasas " " aasin eaon Eib:r‘h' e e 4311n 228w  Llerena.......... 3814n 6-:01lw  Piélagos......... 43:22n 357w
Bélmez . . 38960 B1ow e Bra a.c.| ...... 37-16n 5-33w Lluchmayor...... 39-29n 2-54e Pinos-Puente. ...3715n 3-45w
Benavente., . . 42000 B-41w Valgrco[ e Lodosa. ......... 42-25n 2-05w  Plasencia........ 40-02n 6-05w
Benicarl. ... 40250 0060 & Boscflrras] ..... 42-:25n  6-59w s Pola de Allande..43:16n 637w
Berga, ... 42060 1516 Elerd M0s+s v = 38-57n 2-32w Pola de Laviana..43-15n 5-34w
Berja....... ... 36:51n 257w Elda... . ... £ 10 [Diow Pollensa. .. .3953n 3-0te
Bermeo. ... .0 3%n 243w El Fe'r'r'dl'déi ..... 20n 047w Ponferrada. .....42:33n 635w
Betanzos. ... .. .. 4317n 819w Caudill .3 Pontevedra...... 42:26n 8-38w
Bilbao. .. ; i udillo........ 43-29n 814w  Los Santos [de Porcuna......... 37:52n 411w
...... 43-15n 2-58w El Puerto d h
Boltara. . . " 42970 0-0de Santar\% ? Maimona]....... 38:27n 623w Portugalete...... 4319n 301w
BoRar. ... 450 5iow  Enanta arfa....36'36n 613w  Luarca........... 43-32n 632w Posadas......... 3748n 506w
Borja.... . 4150n 132w E ﬁa a.. i ; Lucena g Pozoblanco...... 38:22n 451w
Borjas Biancas. . 41-31n  0-596 Egcai'rg .......... ¥ . Lucena del Cid...40- p Pravia........... 43:29n 607w
ornos........... 36480 Sa4w  Estella, ) Lugo............. 43 : Priego [de
Brihuega, " 10480 BEDW  EopoiB-nnms e v - Madrid. . 2 Cérdobal....... 37-26n 411w
Briviesca........ 4230 310w Estepona. .. ... 3626n 5 Maclla. o2 4. : e or...3758n 2:26
rozas. ... 30- g a ! adrique........ “58n  2-26w
37n 6-46w Fermoselle ¢ - Mahoén.. Puenteareas..... 4211n 8-30w

Bujalance........ 3754n 422w Felanitx.......... 39-28n 3:08e Mélaga Puente Ceso..... 43-14n 8:54w



MAP INDEX (continued)

Puentedeume. ...43-24n
Puente-Genil. ... .37-23n
Puertollano...... 3841n
Quesada......... 3
Quintana de la
Serena......... 38-44n
Quintanar [de la
Orden] 39
Quiroga.........
Redondela.......
Reinosa.. ....... 43-00

Ribadeo..........

R

Sabadell..
Sagunto...
Salamanca.
Szn Antonio

San Feliu de

Guixols......... ) i

San Fernando....36:28n 6-12w
Sangtlesa....... 42-:35n 117w
San lldefonso....40-54n 4-00w

San Lorenzo de

El Escorial...... 40-35n 409w
Sanlicar [de
Barrameda]..... 3647n 621w
San Mateo....... 40-28n 0-11e
San Roque...... 36:13n 524w
San Sebastian...4319n 1-59w
Santa Eugenia
de Ribeira...... 42:33n  9-00w
Santa Eulalia
del Rio......... 38-59n 1:31e
Santa Fé......... 37'11n  3-43w
Santander....... 43-28n  3-48w
Santafy......... 39-22n 3-07e
Santiago [de
Compostela]....42:53n 8-33w
Santisteban del
Puerto.......... 3815n 3-12w
Santo Domingo
de la Calzada...42:26n 257w
Santofa......... 43-27n 327w
San Vicente de
Alcéntara....... 39-21n  7-08w
Saragossa, see
Zaragoza
Sarifiena......... 41-48n 010w
Sarria .42-47n  T-24w
Segorbe. .39:51n 029w
Segovia......... 40-57n 4-07w
Sevilla (Seville), .37-:23n  5:59w
SIer0:.. curviva vasios + 43-23n  5-40w
Siglenza........ 41-:04n  2-38w
Socuéllamos..... 39-17n 2-48w
Séller.. v oqisa vs 3 3
Sonseca .
Sorbas. .
SOri8us sia s s s 5
Sueca...........
LI 1111 D
Talavera de la
eina...........
Tamarite [de
Literal..........
Tarancén
Tarazona [de
Aragén]........ 41-54n  1-44w
Tarazona de la
Mancha a
Tarifa........ P
Tarragona . b
Tarrasa,; . s s o d
Térrega. .... g
Tauste........... .
Teruel........... °
Tobarra .
Toledo #
Tolosa g
Tomellos -
oro....... X
Torrejoncillo. .. .. 628w
Torrelavega. ..... 43-21n 403w
Torrente......... 39-26n 0-28w
Torre-Pacheco...37-44n 0-57w
Torrevieja. ...... 37-59n 0-41w
Tortosa.......... 40-48n 0-31e
Totana........... 37:46n  1:30w
Trasparga....... 4311n 751w
Trigueros........ 37-23n  6-50w
Trujillo. ......... 39:28n 5-53w
Tudela........... 42-05n 1-36w
Ubeda. ...z :55:0 38:01n 3-22w
Ubrique......... 36-41n 527w
jel............. 39-34n 1-12w
Utrera.cua v o 3711n 547w
Valdepeiias...... 38-46n 3-23w

Valdovifio....... 43:36n
Valencia......... 39-28n
Valencia [de
Alcéntara]...... 39:25n
Valladolid........ 41-39n
Vall de Ux6...... 39:49n
Valls............. 1-17n
Valverde del
Camino......... 37-34n
Vejer [de la
Fronteral....... 36-15n
Vélez-Mélaga. . ..36:47n
Vélez Rubio. . ...37-39n
Yeora, .o s e » 37:156n
Vergara.......... 43‘07n
(-1 [ T —— -56n
Vlana del Bollo.. 42 11n
ich............. n
ViO0L - e srais s wmses o 42'14n
Vlllablmo ........ 42:56n
Villacanas....... 39-38n
Villacarrillo...... 38:07n
Villafamés....... 40:07n
Villafranca del
Bierzo.......... 42:36n
Villafranca de los
BArroS. i s o5 38:34n
Villafranca del
Panadés........ 41-21n
Villagarcia [de
Arosal.......... 42-36n
Villajoyosa....... 38-30n
Villalba.......... 43-18n
Villalpando...... 41-52n
Villamartin....... 36:52n
Villanueva de
Cérdoba........ 38:20n
Villanueva de la
Serana......... 38-58n
Villanueva y
Geltrd.......... 41-14n

Physical features
and points of interest

Agueda, river....41-02n
Alagén, river.. ... 39-44n
Alarcén,

reservoir. ....... 39-36n

Alberche, river...39-58n
Alboréan, Isla del,
fsland. .. ;s ies st 35:58n

Alboran Sea..... 36-00n
Alcanadre, river..41-37n
Alcudia, Bahfa

de, bay......... 39-48n
Aldeadavila,
reservoir. ... .... 41-10n

Algeciras, Bahfa
de, see Gibraltar,
Bay of

Alhucemas,
island........... 35:13n

de, bay ......... 38-18n
Almanzora, river.37-14n
Almeria, see

Andorax
Almeria. Golfo de

Almnna. Punta,
point .
Almonte, river....
Alpujarras,

mountains. . .... 36-55n
Andalucia
(Andalusia),
historic region. ..37-36n
Andarax

(Almeria), river..36:48n
Aneto, Pico de,

DBAK. .. oo . cisaa v s 42-38n
Aquilianos,

Montes,

mountains. . . ... 42:27n
Aragon, historic

region.......... 41-:00n
Aragén, river, . ... 4213n
Arga, river....... 42-18n
Arlanza, river. . ..42:06n
Arlanzén, river...42:03n

Asturias, historic
region.......... 43-20n

Atlantic Ocean. ..
Baetic Cordillera,
see Penibético,
Sistema

8:08w
0-22w

714w

0-14w
1-15e

6-45w
5-58w

353w

0-27w
1-46w

2:30w

517w
628w

315w

4-30w
2-26w
0-40e

Balearic Islands
(Islas Baleares).39-30n
Balearic Sea..... 40-00n
Basque Provinces
(Vascongadas),
historic region. . .43:00n
Bembezar, river..37-45n
Bermeja, Sierra,

mountains. .. ... 36-28n
Biscay, Bay of

(Baie de

Biscaye)........ 44-00n

Boumort, Sierra

de, mountains...42:13n
Brava, Costa,

coast........... 41-45n
Buendia,

reservoir........ 40:25n
Bullaque, river. . .38:59n

Cabrera, island...
Cabriel, river.....
Cadi, Sierra de,
mountains. .. ... 42:17n
Cadiz, Golfo de,
GUlfS s sns anes 36-50n
Cantabrian
Mountains
(Cordillera
Cantébrica).....
Carpetovetémca,
Cordillera
(Cordillera
Central),
mountains. ..... 40-30n
Carrién, river. . ..41-53n
Castilla la Nueva,
see New Castile
Castilla la Vieja,
see Old Castile

Catalonia

(Cataluna),

historic region...42:00n
Cea, river........ 42-:00n
Cebollera, Sierra,

ridge........... 42:00n
Cega, river...... 41-33n

Cenajo, reservoir.38-:20n

Central,
Cordillera, see
Carpetovetdnica,
Cordillera

Cerredo, Torre

de, mountain....43-10n
Chafarinas,

islands. ........ 3511n
Chanza, river. ...
Cijara, reserv

Cinca, river...... 41-26n
Columbretes,

islands. ........ 39-52n
Contreras,

reservoir........ 39-32n
Creus, Cabo de,

CAPE: i vss 530955 5 & 42-19n

Cuenca, Serrania

de, mountains...39:55n
Culebra, Sierra de

la, mountains. ..41-54n
Demanda, Sierra

de la,

mountains. ..... 42:15n
Duero, river...... 1-02n
Duratén, river....41-37n
Ebro, river....... 40-43n
Ega, river........ 42-19n
Eje, Sierra del,

mountains. ... ... 42:18n
Eria, river........ 42-:03n
Esgueva, river....41-40n
Esla, river........ 41-29n
Extremadura,

historic region...39-00n
Filabres,

Sierra de los,

mountains. . . ... 3713n
Finisterre, Cabo

de, cape........ 42-53n
Formentera, Isla

de, island....... 38-42n
Galicia, historic

region .......... 43-00n
Gallego, river. ...41:39n
Gallo, river....... 40-48n
Gata, Cabo de,
Cape............ 36-43n
Gata, Sierra de,
mountains. . .... 40-14n
Genil, river....... 37-42n
Gibraltar, Bay of

(Bahfa de

Algeciras)...... 36-09n
Gibraltar,

Straitof........ 35:57n
Giguela, river. ...39-08n

Gredos, Sierra de,
mountains. ..... 40+18n

Guadalete, river..36-35n

Guadalhorce,

3:00e
2:00e

2-45w
513w
514w

4-00w
1-07e
3,04e

2-43w
417w

1-:03w
1-42e
710w

5:00w

2:00e
5-36w

2-40w

4-46w
1-50w

4-58w
2:26w

Guadalimar,

river............ 37-59n
Guadalope, river.41-15n
Guadalquivir,

river............ 36
Guadalupe, Sierra

de, mountains ...39:26n
Guadarrama,

Sierra de,

mountains. . .... 40-55n
Guadiana, river...37-14n
Guadiana Menor,

TiVer............ 37:56n

Guadiaro, river...36:17n
Guadiato, river. ..37-48n
Guadiela, river. ..40-22n

Guara, Sierra de,

mountains. . .... 42-17n
Gudar, Sierra de,

mountains. ..... 40-27n
Harana, Sierra,

mountains. ..... 37-20n
Henares, river... .40:24n
Huebra, river. . ..41-02n

Huerva, river... ..

Ibérico, Sistema
(Iberian
Mountains)..... 40-30n

lviza, island...... 39-00n

|znajar, reservoir.37-15n
Jabalén, river. .. .38:53n
Jalén, river. . .... 41-47n
Jéndula, river. .. .38:03n
Jarama, river... ..40-:02n

Jiloca, river...... 41-21n
Jistredo, Sierra

de, mountains...42:45n
Jacar, river...... 39-09n
La Mancha,
plain............. 39:05n
La Rioja,

historic region...42-:20n
La Sagra,

mountain. ...... 37-57n
Las Marismas,
marsh.......... 37-00n
Leon (Ledn),

historic region. ..42:00n
Libar, Sierra de. .36-39n
Llobregat, river...41-19n
Los Monegros,

physical region..41-29n
Majorca

(Mallorca),
island........... 39-30n
Maladeta,

mountains. . .... 42-40n
Maélaga, Bahia

de, bay......... 36-42n
Maria, Sierra de,
mountains. . .... 37-39n
Menor, Mar,
lagoon.......... 37-43n
Meduterranean
Sea............. 7-:30n
Mequinenza,
reservoir........ 41-15n

Meseta Central
(Meseta lbenca).
plateau. .........

Mijares, river....

Mino, river.......

Minorca, is/and.. 40 00n

Moncayo,
mountains. .. ... 41-46n

Morena, Sierra,
mountains. ..... 38-:00n

Mulhacén, peak. .37:03n

Murcia, historic
region.......... 38

cape
Nava. Laguna de
TR - I 42-:03n
Navarre (Navarra),

historic region. ..43:00n
Navia, river...... 43-33n
Nevada, Sierra,

mountains. . .... 37-:05n
New Castile

(Castilla

la Nueva),

historic region...40-00n
Noguera

Pallaresa, river..42-15n
Odiel, river. . .... 37-10n
Old Castile

(Castilla la Vieja),

historic region...41-:30n
Orbigo, river. .... 41-58n
Orellana,

reservoir. ....... 39-00n
Ortegal Cabo,
............ n
Palma, Bahia de,
............. -27n
Pa|os Cabo de,
Cape.........oun. 7-38n

344w
0-03w

622w
525w
4-00w
722w
315w
517w
5-04w
2:49w
010w
0-42w
3-30w
330w

6-48w
0-52w

5-00w
1-25e
4-30w
4-05w
1-04w
4-06w
3-39w
1-39w

6-25w
0-14w

300w
2:20w
2:34w
6-15w
6-00w
5-22w
2:09e

0-03w

3-:00e
1-00e
4-24w
2-14w
0-48w
0-30e
0-05w
4-00w
001w
810w
4-00e
1-50w

500w
319w

1-45w
6:04w

0-14e
4-39w

1-:30w
6-44w

310w

3-45w
0-54e

6-54w
400w
540w
5-30w
7-53w
2:35e

041w
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MAP INDEX (continued) Tejeda, Sierra de,

mountains. ..... igg;in g?gw
Pefalara, Ter, river........ :01n 3+12e
mountain....... 40-561n 357w Tera, river....... 41-54n 544w
Pefias, Cabo de, Tiétar, river...... 39:-50n 6-01w
CAPE....ovnunns 43:39n 5561w Toledo, Montes
Penibético, de, mountains...39:33n 420w
Sistema (Baetic Tormes, river....41:18n 629w
Cordillera), Tortosa, Cabo de,
mountains...... 37-00n 3-30w CAPe...vvnnannn 40-43n 0-55e
Perdido, Mont, Tous, reservoir...39-10n  0-40w
mountain. ...... 42:40n  0-05e Trabancos, river..41-27Tn 511w
Pisuerga, river...41:33n 452w Trafalgar, Cabo
Pyrenees, de, cape........ 36:11n 602w
(Pirineos), Turia, river...... 39:27n 0-19w
mountains...... 42:40n 1:00e Ulla, river........ 42:39n 8-44w
Queija, Sierra de, Universales,
mountains. . .... 42:15n 718w Montes,
Riaza, river...... 41:42n  3-BbwW mountains. ..... 40-18n  1-33w
Rosas, Golfo de, Valdecanas,
QUIE, oo 5 veis 3 155 42-10n  3-15e reservoir........ 39-45n 5-30w
Roya, Pefa, peak.40-24n 0-35w  Valderaduey,
Salinas, Cape....39-16n 3-03e FIVBI s oo yawisn ..41:81n 542w
Sangonera, river.37:59n 1:04w Valencia, historic
Segre, river...... 41-40n 0-43e region.......... 39-30n 0-40w
Segura, river..... 38:06n 0-54w  Valencia, Golfo
Segura, Sierra de, gulf......... 39-30n 0-00
de, mountains...38:00n 2:43w  Vascongadas,
Sil, river. ........ 42:27n 743w see Basque
Tagus (Tajo), Provinces
Ve s vasais & o 38:40n 924w Vélez de la
Tajo, river....... 39:40n  7-30w Gomera, island..3511n 421w
Tajufa, river..... 40-07n 3-35w  Viar, river........ 37:36n 550w
Tambre, river. ...42:49n 853w  Zujar, reservoir...38:50n 520w
Tarifa, Punta de, Zajar, river. . .... 39:10n 5-47w
POTO s sovuession v sen 36-00n 5:37w

in the north. The Mediterranean coast appears to have
been settled by North Africans, whereas the Basques
probably occupied a considerably larger area than the
present Basque country. Ancient Greek and Phoenician
settlements were established on the eastern and southern
coasts, and Carthaginians founded large colonies in the
southeast (around what is now Cartagena); but only the
Romans were able to conquer the entire area, subjecting
it to intensive Romanization. After the fall of the Roman
Empire, Suebi, Vandals, and Alani razed the country. The
Suebi consolidated a small kingdom in the northwest cor-
ner of the peninsula, but the whole peninsula eventually
fell to the Visigoths. The Arabs invaded the peninsula in
711 and were not driven out of Spain until as late as

1492. These eight centuries of Arab influence, together
with the prolonged Roman colonization, left a permanent
imprint on the Spanish population. European influences
dominate over non-European influences, however, and
Spain is above all a Mediterranean European country that
has many similarities to neighbouring countries such as
France, Italy, and Portugal.

After almost five centuries of consolidation of the Span-
ish state, the population has become unified racially; and,
with the possible exception of the wandering Gypsies,
there are no recognizable racial minorities. Somehow, the
Spanish population has incorporated into its genetic pool
something from each of the succeeding invaders.

Linguistic groups. Castilian. Modern standard Spanish,
or Castilian, is spoken throughout Spain. It is basically a
Romance language, with some traces of other languages
spoken in Spain before and after the Roman conquest,
such as Celtic and Arabic. There are, however, important
linguistic minorities within Spain—in the Mediterranean
regions, in Galicia, and in the Basque country. Within the
Castilian-speaking areas, there are some dialects spoken
in remote places, such as the Bable of Asturias. There
are also minor dialectal differences in Castilian vocabu-
lary and pronunciation in the different regions. The best
Castilian is reputed to be spoken in Old Castile, especially
in the provinces of Burgos and Valladolid. The language
spoken in southern Spain and the Canary Islands bears
similarities to the Castilian of Latin America. Regional in-
tonation and dialectal expressions can also be identified in
the Castilian spoken in Catalonia, Galicia, and the Basque
country. Castilian-speaking immigrants and their descen-
dants living in Catalonia constitute a large and relatively
underprivileged minority, particularly in the metropolitan
area of Barcelona.

Catalan. Catalan is a Romance language closely re-
lated to the Provencal, or Occitan, language of southern
France. It is spoken by a majority of the population in
Catalonia, the Balearic Islands, and Valencia. The Valen-

cian dialect of Catalan, however, has a strong Castilian
influence. Catalan is a highly developed language, with
a wealth of literary tradition in the areas of poetry, the
novel, and drama. A strong revival of the language in re-
cent years resulted in the naming of Catalan and Spanish
as the official languages of Catalonia in the constitution
of 1978.

Galician. Modern Portuguese originated in Galician (or
Gallego), a Romance language that is still spoken in the
Spanish region of Galicia. During the 13th century, Gali-
cian was used by the Castilian king Alfonso X the Wise
as the literary language of his court, but it later lost its
importance and was widely influenced by Castilian. Gali-
cian is now rarely spoken in the cities of Galicia, although
it survives in the countryside and also among the Gali-
cian fishermen. Nonetheless, a revival of literary Galician
began in the late 1800s, and the constitution of 1978
recognized Galician as an official language to be taught in
local schools.

Basque. The most distinctive of the non-Castilian lan-
guages is found in the Basque country. Basque is neither of
Romance nor of Indo-European derivation. Its origins are
uncertain, but it was spoken in the peninsula before the
Romans conquered Spain. Over the centuries, the Basque-
speaking area shrank, and it is now spoken mostly in the
countryside, in fishing villages, and in the small towns of
the Basque country and Navarre and is rarely heard in
the cities. The language was a vehicle for the assertion of
Basque identity in the 1960s and *70s, however, and there
was a revival of the language at the popular level and
among intellectual circles. Basque became a local official
language in 1978.

Ethnic groups. The Spanish population is basically ho-
mogeneous in race and culture, and the only true racial
minority within Spain is that of the Gypsies. While a large
number of Gypsies have been integrated with the general
populace, there still remain a substantial number who lead
a nomadic life and who can be seen on Spain’s roads and
streets, driving carts, begging, or peddling. Although there
are no reliable statistics, they are estimated to number a
few hundred thousand. The larger Gypsy communities are
to be found in the cities of Granada, Madrid, Barcelona,
and Murcia. Many of them have regular jobs and send
their children to public or private schools, but, in general,
they are considered to be a deprived minority, who are
discriminated against and unable to achieve full integra-
tion in Spanish society.

Unique ethnic features have been claimed for the popu-
lations of some of the Spanish regions, such as the Basque
country and Andalusia. While some differences in the
style of life and cultural traditions remain, the process
of assimilation of the Spanish population has gone so far
for so long a time that identification of ethnic groups
can now be based only on language. Some of the most
extreme Basque nationalists claim that there is a definite
ethnic identity for the Basques, but exchanges between
the Basque country and other parts of Spain have been
so intense during the last two centuries that any original
ethnic purity of the Basque population should now be
considered to be much diluted.

Religious groups. Roman Catholicism. The majority
of the Spanish population is Roman Catholic. Most
Spaniards are baptized, married, and buried within the
church. The process of industrialization and urbanization,
however, has influenced the religious habits of the Span-
ish population, with a marked decrease in the church’s
influence upon everyday life. Under the constitution of
1978, the Catholic Church is no longer recognized as the
established church of the state, although it still enjoys the
government’s financial support.

After the death in 1975 of Gen. Francisco Franco, who
had been Spain’s head of state from 1936, the Catholic
Church supported the new democratic regime and thereby
contributed greatly to an attitude of tolerance within Span-
ish society in general. The problem of relations between
church and state, however, remained sensitive. Traditional
anti-clerical attitudes became channelled during the late
20th century into the issues of divorce, abortion, and
state financial support to private schools. The church’s
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opposition to a proposed divorce law, and the general
conservatism of Spanish bishops after the election of Pope
John Paul II in 1978, led to a revival of old frictions
between the church and liberal politicians, which reached
its climax shortly before an unsuccessful coup d’état was
attempted in February 1981. The dangerous constitutional
situation provoked by the attempted coup in turn led the
church and the political parties to search for new for-
mulas of compromise between religious liberalization and
the maintenance of traditional church privileges. By June
1981, divorce was legalized, and state support of private
schools was barely challenged.

Religious minorities. Most of the non-Catholic minor-
ity population is Protestant. Among traditional Protestant
churches, the most important are the Church of the
Brethren and the Evangelical Baptist Church, with a few
thousand members each. Since the middle decades of the
20th century, however, other groups have grown rapidly,
and the Jehovah’s Witnesses have become the most im-
portant Protestant sect. The Seventh-day Adventists claim
a few thousand baptized members and several thousand
additional adherents, and the Mormons claim about 1,000
members.

Eastern Orthodox and non-Christian groups are small.
Among the non-Christians, the Jewish community is the
most important.

Birth and mortality. The birth rate is about equal to
the European average but is less than the figure for most
developing countries. The long-range trend of the birth
rate has been one of decline, especially since the mid-
20th century, with a marked preference for small families.
The natural rate of growth varies throughout the coun-
try, however, with the higher rates in the Canary Islands,
Andalusia, Murcia, and the Basque country. The lowest
birth rates are found in the plateau, especially in Old and
New Castile.

Immigration and emigration. The traditional Spanish
pattern of emigration to Latin America ended after the
Spanish Civil War and World War II. During the 1950s and
’60s, hundreds of thousands of Spaniards moved to west-
ern Europe, taking advantage of the economic boom. In
the late 1970s, however, most of these emigrants returned
to Spain, while western Europeans and Latin Americans
settled in Spain, some temporarily, others permanently.
Spain has granted asylum to many Latin-American polit-
ical refugees. There are a few hundred thousand official
foreign residents in Spain, and many others live in Spain
without an official residence permit. Spaniards working
in western Europe are estimated at between 250,000 and
500,000.

Internal migration became particularly important after
the Civil War, showing the familiar industrial pattern of
movement from the countryside to the cities. This has
caused most Spanish cities to triple their population since
the mid-1930s, whereas the population as a whole has
grown by only 50 percent. Many small villages, especially
those in the central plateau, became almost uninhabited
and in a few cases were completely deserted. The main
centres of attraction for internal migration were the cities
of Madrid and Barcelona. Madrid attracted immigrants
who had lived mostly in the centre and the northwest,
while Barcelona drew its migrants from the east and
the south. Other large cities, such as Bilbao, Valencia,
Zaragoza, and Seville, also attracted large numbers of
immigrants, as did most provincial capitals. The develop-
ment of tourism drew migrants to the resort areas of the
Costa Brava (Catalonia), Costa del Sol (Andalusia), the
southeast (Alicante), and the Balearic and Canary islands.
The economic slump of the late 20th century, however,
brought internal migration to a halt, and in some cases the
trend was reversed, with migrants returning to their places
of origin in the countryside. The escalation of violence in
the separatist movement pushed many non-Basques out
of the Basque country.

Distribution of the population. About two-thirds of the
population of Spain is found in the coastal regions, while
only about one-third inhabits the plateau and the valley
of the Ebro, which are regions that account for more than
half of the national territory. Thus, the distribution of

the population is not evenly spread throughout the coun-
try. The coastal regions of the Basque country, Galicia,
Catalonia, Valencia, and the Balearic and Canary islands
have population densities that approach those of indus-
trial western Europe, while the northern plateau, Navarre,
and Aragon are almost deserted compared to western
European standards. One-third of the inland population
is concentrated in Madrid, accentuating the semi-deserted
character of the central areas. The population within the
coastal regions is more evenly distributed, although a sub-
stantial proportion is concentrated in the metropolitan
area of Barcelona. Among the coastal regions only some
areas of eastern Andalusia and Murcia approach the low
densities of the plateau.

Most of Spain’s population now inhabits cities with pop-
ulations of 10,000 or more. Within the larger metropoli-
tan areas, most people live in high-rise apartments in the
cores of the cities, but suburbs developed during the 1960s
and '70s, especially within the metropolitan districts of
Madrid, Barcelona, and Bilbao.

General considerations. Because of its open spaces and
moderately decreasing birth rate, Spain is not facing a
population explosion. Industrialization and urbanization,
however, have caused overpopulation and economic im-
balance in Madrid, Barcelona, Bilbao, and other industrial
areas, where pollution has become acute. The contami-
nation of Spain’s rivers and coastal waters threatens the
nation’s freshwater supplies and fish resources. A peculiar
problem is posed by the massive influx of more than
30,000,000 tourists a year, especially during the summer
months when the space available to Spaniards for recre-
ation is reduced and public utilities are used to capacity. A
decrease in tourism in the late 1970s and early '80s, and
the consequent reduction in foreign currency revenues, led
the government to develop new programs to improve the
quality of life and to preserve natural resources in urban
and industrial developments.

The Spanish economy was hard hit by the worldwide
economic crisis of the 1970s. The crisis affected all aspects
of Spanish life, including population growth, industrializa-
tion, and urbanization. The most immediate effect was a
reduction in the exponential growth of production, which
entailed a slowdown in industrial growth and an increase
of the urban population.

The economic crisis appeared to have affected the growth
of the population as well. The cumulative effects of infla-
tion and unemployment, which were coupled with more
permissive rules regarding contraception and a number
of changes in social attitudes, led to a decrease in the
birth rate. The increase of life expectancy, combined with
the reduction of the birth rate, is expected to change
Spain’s demographic pyramid, bringing it more in line
with those of other European countries; i.e., a pyramid
marked by a larger number of older people than younger
people.

(M.Me.)

THE ECONOMY

In the 1960s and early 1970s Spain had one of the fastest
growing economies in Europe and was in the process of
transformation from an underdeveloped to a developed
country. By the end of the 1970s, the country’s gross
national product per capita was almost as high as that
of Italy. Since about the mid-1950s, when Spain emerged
from a period of economic and political isolation, its de-
velopment, especially in trade with other countries, has
been notable. In 1958 it joined the International Monetary
Fund, in 1959 the Organization for European Economic
Cooperation (now the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development, or OEcD), and in 1963 the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. Spain became
an associate member of the European Economic Com-
munity (EEC) in 1970 and applied for full membership
in the EEC in 1977. Despite this rapid growth, Spain still
needs increasing industrial investment and modernization
of equipment.

Resources. Spain has one of western Europe’s largest
coal-mining industries. Pits are situated chiefly in Asturias,
but there are also some in the lower hills of the Sierra

Spain 9

Coal
mining



10 Spain

Citrus fruit
and wine
produc-
tion

Morena. Coal imports are mainly of coking coal, although
the import of steam-raising coal is increasing. In the mid-
1960s a radical reorganization of the industry was begun;
uneconomic pits were closed, while investment was di-
verted to those having the greatest potential.

Discoveries of petroleum have so far proved disappoint-
ing, and the potential for commercial production from
two natural gas fields—one in the Gulf of Cadiz and one
at Jaca—is uncertain. The originally rich veins of hematite
(rubious iron ore) of Bilbao are now nearly worked out,
but Spain is relatively rich in other minerals, most of
which are exported. Mercury is obtained from the ancient
mines of Almadén in Ciudad Real, and there is also a
good supply of tungsten, lead, zinc, potash, pyrites, and
some uranium oxides.

Although Spain is a mountainous country in which, it
might be thought, considerable hydroelectric power could
be produced, the relatively low rainfall restricts capacity,
and all profitable hydroelectric potential had been devel-
oped by the late 20th century. Spain is heavily dependent
on imported petroleum.

Agriculture, forestry, and fishing. Although Spain is
one of western Europe’s largest agricultural producers, the
barrenness of much of the countryside has always made
agriculture and cattle rearing difficult. With the recent
rapid increase of the manufacturing industry, it is not
surprising that the proportion of national income pro-
vided by agriculture has steadily declined. Yet, despite the
relative decline, agriculture has maintained a small real
growth rate, the more notable in that the proportion of
agricultural labourers is constantly diminishing.

The two main problems confronting Spanish agriculture
are social and environmental; these involve, respectively,
the latifundia, large estates owned by absentee landlords,
and the still more intractable difficulty springing from the
uncertain climatic conditions and the general infertility of
the land. The /atifundia are mainly in the south, in Ex-
tremadura and Andalusia, and although some attempt at
division of them was begun in 1939, progress has not been
great. More success has been achieved, however, in the
amalgamation of small holdings into viable farm units.

Uncertain rainfall has a serious effect on crops, and land
is mostly poor, with widespread soil erosion as a result
of years of overtilling and overgrazing. Frost is frequently
a formidable threat to the Valencian orange crop. With
periodic widespread drought, irrigation has been an obvi-
ous necessity, and the earliest large canals and dams for
this purpose, such as the Canal Imperial de Aragén on
the Ebro, were built in the 18th century. Major irrigation
projects have been carried out in the 20th century.

Barley and wheat are the two most important cereal crops
in terms of land use and production. Despite government
incentives for greater domestic production of corn (maize)
and oil seeds, these are still imported in substantial quan-
tities. Barley is grown in the southeast, while the wheat-
producing areas are mainly in Old Castile, Aragdon, New
Castile, and Extremadura. The cereal lands, those which
are less well irrigated, are farmed according to traditional
practice, with a two-year rotation of crops. Pulses are a
staple crop of the Meseta, while rice is grown in Valen-
cia and the Ebro Delta. Potatoes, beans, and onions are
also produced.

Spain’s most successful adaptation to its difficult Mediter-
ranean climate has been in citrus fruit production. Citrus
fruit is grown mainly in Valencia and Castellon. Other
areas specialize in other fruits; apples and pears are grown
in the north and northwest, figs and almonds in Castellén
and Alicante, and peaches and apricots in Murcia. The
main crop of the /atifundia is olives, almost the whole yield
of which is made into oil. Grapes are grown especially in
La Mancha, La Rioja, and the hills of Catalonia, Valencia,
and Milaga. As the third largest wine-producing country
in Europe, Spain has suffered from an overproduction of
inferior wines. Brandy and sherry from Cadiz and Jerez de
la Frontera and dessert wines from Valencia and Malaga
remain in demand. Hemp, cotton, and tobacco are also
grown, in comparatively small quantities.

Sheep and cattle rearing is very important, and Spain has
one of Europe’s largest sheep and goat populations. More

than half the cattle are concentrated in the humid north,
especially dairy cows in the Cordillera Cantibrica. Sheep,
concentrated on the Meseta, are of three main breeds:
the long-wooled churro, the short-wooled merino, and the
manchegan. Goats are best suited to the arid conditions
of the southeast, and pigs are reared in the Holm-oak
woodlands of Extremadura.

Some afforestation is practiced to counter soil erosion.
Fishing is concentrated mainly on the northern and west-
ern Atlantic coasts and is particularly important in Galicia,
where Vigo is the main fishing port. The catch comprises
mainly sardines, anchovies, hake, cod, tunny, bream, mol-
lusks, and crustaceans.

Industry. Although historical inertia and traditionalism
long hampered the development of Spanish industry, the
country’s industrial growth rate since the mid-1950s has
been one of the fastest in the world, and, in the late 20th
century industry and construction contributed more than
one-third of the total national output. Some manufacturing
industries are long established and are supported by pro-
tectionist policies. The historical regional location of light
industries still pertains: Manises, in Valencia province, is
a centre for ceramic works; paper has been manufactured
since Moorish times at Jativa, in the same province; Bé-
jar, Segovia, Soria, and Burgos have long been woollen
centres; and cotton manufactures are concentrated around
Barcelona. Other light industries include a variety of tex-
tiles, clothing and footwear, food processing, liqueurs and
wine, and light engineering. Chemical industries include
the production of nitrogen fertilizers. During the late 20th
century, massive investment was made in newer, high-
technology industries.

Heavy industries are largely centred in the north, where
metallurgical works are found in Santander and the Basque
country. Bilbao has been a steel centre since the Middle
Ages. Madrid has engineering and metalworks, in addition
to a range of light industry. One of the most successful
and competitive of Spain’s heavy industries in the 1960s
and early 1970s was shipbuilding. As in other countries,
shipbuilding was adversely affected by the recession of the
mid-1970s, but a restructuring of that industry, and of the
steel and textile industries, was undertaken.

Financial services. The central bank is the Banco de
Espafia, in the profits of which the government has partic-
ipated since 1922. Many dealings of the commercial and
savings banks are government regulated, although there
has been some loosening of controls. The majority of cor-
porate borrowers, both public and private, have recourse
either to these banks or to the state-owned holding corpo-
ration created in 1941, the Instituto Nacional de Industria
(iN1). Largely because the public prefers to keep its savings
on deposit rather than invest in securities, the banks con-
trol a large part of the issued capital of Spanish limited-
liability companies. A considerable amount of private in-
vestment is also financed from abroad, and the Spanish
stock market has thus remained relatively undeveloped.
The most important sources are the United States, West
Germany, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and France.
The most important sectors of the economy thus affected
have been chemicals, the automobile industry, and real
estate.

Trade. Importing considerably more than it exports,
Spain has traditionally had a visible trade deficit. The
deficits have been attributed to Spain’s dependence on
crude-oil imports for energy requirements. Trade is most
frequent with member countries of the EEc, the United
States, and Saudi Arabia. There is also some trade with
Latin America. Food and agricultural exports, mainly cit-
rus fruit, wines, fish products, and olive oil, account for
about one-fifth of the total bulk of exports. Raw materials
exported are mainly iron ores and pyrites, while cotton
goods, textiles, and clothing also have a steady market. En-
gineering and heavy industrial exports, such as ships, auto-
mobiles, and electrical goods, are increasingly important.
Some agricultural products have to be imported, notably
cereals, animal products, and vegetable oils. Spain also
imports raw cotton as well as textile products; petroleum
and its products account for about one-third of the cost
of imports. Engineering goods are also brought in.
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Spain’s rapid growth in the 1960s and early 1970s was
made possible because imports were allowed to outstrip
exports so greatly. The resultant gap was mainly financed
in two striking ways. First, in the mid-1960s Spain became
one of the world’s most popular centres of tourism. Sec-
ondly, until the rise of unemployment in Europe began in
1973, Spain exported labour to other European countries,
and workers’ remittances sent home contributed substan-
tially to the country’s balance of payments.

Administration of the economy. Private enterprise and
the role of government. Government influence over the
economy is very strong in Spain. A large number of con-
cerns are state-owned, including the railways, telephone
services, and radio and television. The state also has large
holdings of ordinary shares in a wide range of industrial
companies, mostly through the medium of the iN1. This
corporation, run by the Ministry of Industry, owns wholly
or in part some companies representing all facets of the
industrial economy. In some industries, such as coal, ba-
sic steel, petroleum and petrochemicals, and automobile
manufacture, INI's participation in individual firms has
exerted an influence on the development of the sector as
a whole.

Taxation and public spending. The collection of rev-
enue by means of taxation was one of the least efficient
features of the Spanish economy in the 1960s. Although
incomes rose rapidly during the period, central govern-
ment tax revenue did not rise proportionately. Legislation
was introduced to enlarge the tax base and to improve the
efficiency of collection. This led to a wholesale revision of
the taxation structure.

Industrial development in the middle and late 20th cen-
tury was stimulated by central government subsidies to
certain designated regional development areas and by tax
and other subsidies to favoured sectors of the economy,
such as mining and automobile manufacturing. Social,
health, and educational services were neglected until the
late 1970s, when central government expenditure in these
areas was substantially increased.

Trade wunions and employers’ associations. Spain’s
trade-union structure, the syndicalist system, was an in-
tegral feature of the country’s political development since
the end of the Civil War. Broadly speaking, most orga-
nized economic concerns, comprising mainly the manu-
facturing and service industries and a substantial section
of agriculture, were covered by “syndicates.” In theory,
these syndicates represented simultaneously the interests
of employers, workers, and the state, and their formal
structure reflected the Fascist preoccupations of the 1930s
and 1940s.

Early in 1971 the Spanish Parliament approved a new,
government-sponsored basic law for trade-union activities.
Although the vertical and comprehensive structure of the
syndicates was retained—under the control of a Cabinet
minister, the minister for syndical relations—the new law
allowed management, technicians, and workers to set up
independent associations. Workers could hold meetings
and would be able to appeal in the courts against certain
types of government decisions. But even in its new form,
Spanish industrial and trade-union organization was still
far from even approximating that of the countries of the
European Economic Community.

In 1977, independent trade unions were legally recog-
nized, and by 1981 there were three main trade unions—
the Confederacion Sindical de Comisiones Obreras. which
has connections with the Communist Party; the Uni6n
General de Trabajadores de Espafia, which is linked with
the major Socialist party; and the Unién Sindical Obrera.
After 1977, labour legislation provided the basis for a new
framework for labour relations and in 1980 a Workers
Statute was enacted that covered a variety of labour issues.

Contemporary economic policies. From the late 1950s
a group that came to be known as the technocrats tried to
modernize and internationalize the Spanish economy. The
convictions underlying their policies were that adjustment
would be easier and more successful in the context of
rapid, overall growth and that this would be stimulated by
encouraging competition. The technocrats, whose power
base was originally in the planning departments, were so

successful that it became fashionable to believe that they
had effective control of the economy, but their appearance
of success stemmed partly from the fact that the overall
performance of the economy was at that time reasonably
satisfactory. Their influence on individual sections of the
economy was often apparent rather than real, and their
successful manipulation of overall policy did not mean
that they had managed to reform particular monetary
institutions and practices. They failed adequately to effect
the reduction or elimination of subsidies, and particu-
lar business decisions remained subjected to far greater
government regulation in Spain than in other Western
industrialized economies.

Government economic policy statements have increas-
ingly emphasized the need for lessening government inter-
vention in the economy. Some progress in that direction
was made. Industrial planning, for example, became sub-
ject to fewer regulations, and the number of prices con-
trolled by the government was made much smaller than
it had been. Greater liberalization of the financial sys-
tem was also envisaged; in 1978, legislation was passed
allowing foreign banks to operate in Spain, and, in 1981,
banks were permitted to set their own interest rates on
most credits.

In common with other European countries, Spain has
had to contend with recession, inflation, unemployment,
and balance of payments. Priority was initially given to
curbing the rate of inflation. With unemployment figures
very high, however, the government placed far greater
emphasis on the need for incentives and investment that
would result in the creation of more jobs.

(E.LLU.)

Transportation. The first system of communications es-
tablished on the Iberian Peninsula dates back to Roman
times, and traces of the extensive Roman road network
still remain. A new system of highways was not built until
the 18th century, during the reign of the first Bourbon
kings. Since their capital, Madrid, was situated in the
heart of the country, the new system took the form of
radial highways extending to the periphery of the penin-
sula. During the 19th century and into the 20th, efforts
were made to consolidate the system of public works. The
maintenance and improvement of highways has been one
of the chief features of successive plans for economic and
social development that have been undertaken.

Roads. Of the national highway network, several thou-
sand miles are classified as basic and complementary high-
ways, and the remaining highways are regional. Additional
public roads include municipal roads, rural roads, forestry
roads, and roads leading to industrial and other projects.

The Red de Itinerarios Asfalticos (Redia; Network of
Asphalt-Paved Roads) program was approved in 1967.
Under this plan several thousand miles of frequently trav-
elled state highways were given a coating of asphalt over
coal brick and were widened for at least two lanes of
traffic. In the late 20th century, the plan was expanded to
include all basic highways. Construction of a motorway
(expressway) network was initiated in 1967 to build sev-
eral thousand miles of modern roadways.

Spain’s highways carry some of the heaviest traffic in the
world. Traffic congestion is especially critical along the
coasts. The autonomous regions of Spain were granted the
authority to manage the roads within their boundaries,
the national government reserving control over certain
national network roads.

Railroads. Spain was only the ninth European nation
to undertake the construction of railroads, beginning with
the lines between Barcelona and Matar6 (1848) and be-
tween Madrid and Aranjuez (1851). During the second
half of the 19th century, the national railroad system was
gradually expanded, with Madrid as its centre. The legal
arrangement under which the Spanish railroads operated
was one of indirect government ownership, whereby the
state granted concessions to private companies or individ-
uals for the construction and management of the railroads
during a 99-year period, after which the railroads with all
their installations and rolling stock would become the per-
petual property of the state. This arrangement was radically
changed in 1941 by the passage of the law that established
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the Red Nacional de los Ferrocarriles Espafioles (Renfe;
National Network of Spanish Railroads). The Civil War of
1936-39 had done considerable damage to the railroads,
and it was said that only the takeover of operations by the
state could save them from economic disaster. The greater
part of the rolling stock belonging to the railroads con-
sisted of outmoded equipment. In 1964 a major long-term
modernization plan was initiated. Outstanding among the
new equipment introduced were the Talgo and the Talgo
Pendular, light trains of Spanish design. The Renfe lines
total several thousand miles of track, a substantial propor-
tion of which is electrified. Madrid, Barcelona, and Seville
have metropolitan subway networks.

Ports and maritime transportation. Spain’s narrow and
mountainous isthmus makes the country almost an island
in terms of international trade, with the overwhelming
majority of the country’s imports and exports being car-
ried by sea. Although the domestic transport of goods is
done mainly by land, international trade is carried on by
sea. Spain’s merchant marine (not including the fishing
fleet) was 13th in the world in total tonnage in 1980.

Spain’s maritime traffic includes that of the fishing fleet,
scheduled and unscheduled coastal shipping, the “Sover-
eignty Lines,” and international lines that carry passengers
and cargo. Before 1977, the “Sovereignty Lines” were na-
tional shipping concerns that provided coastal shipping,
under government concessions, between the peninsula
and the Balearic and Canary islands and the provinces of
Ceuta and Melilla. The Transmediterranean Corporation
had been granted an exclusive concession in 1922, but
because of its need for heavy government subsidies despite
the poor service given, the corporation was placed un-
der government management and in 1977 became public
property under the management of the National Institute
of Industry. The most important international passenger
and cargo lines are those that operate between Spain and
Central and South America and the United States.

Spain has many major ports that carry on a well-
developed and coordinated regional maritime trade. The
most important ports are those of Bilbao, Tarragona,
Barcelona, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Algeciras, Cartagena,
Gijon, Las Palmas, Valencia, Huelva, Malaga, and Co-
rufia. There are numerous smaller ports that carry on a
large coastal trade in the peninsula and the islands. They
are an important factor in Spain’s socioeconomic struc-
ture, providing facilities for fishing, passenger transport,
and aquatic sports.

The four autonomous ports of Barcelona, Bilbao, Huelva,
and Valencia are run independently except for planning
and finance. The other major ports are managed by au-
tonomous government councils with more limited pow-
ers. The smaller ports are grouped into 20 administrative
units. The coordination of the port system in Spain is the
responsibility of the Direccion General de Puertos y Costas
(General Administration of Ports and Coasts) of the Min-
istry of Public Works and Urbanism. Port facilities are
financed by anchorage charges and government financing.

Air transport. The two national airlines of Spain, Iberia
and Aviaco, are stock companies of which the National
Institute of Industry holds the majority of shares. Several
other airlines, which conduct unscheduled flights between
cities, have tended in the late 20th century toward the
creation of regional passenger and cargo services. Iberia,
the company that best represents the country, employs
many thousands of persons; its fleet of airplanes includes
propeller planes used for small airports and short flights
and jet aircraft.

Spain has many civil airports and military air bases
that are open to civil aviation. International services are
available at the majority of the civil airports and at
the Reus military air base. Among the newest airports
are the Foronda airport in Vitoria, serving the provinces
of Navarra, Burgos, and Logrofio, and the Queen Sofia
airport in Tenerife-Sur. The Foronda airport functions
as a regional airport, receiving all the air traffic of the
region and channelling it to the others. The Madrid air-
port handles the greatest percentage of the total volume
of passenger traffic; Palma de Mallorca is second, and
Barcelona is third.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Between 1938 and 1978, Spain had what was characterized
as an open constitutional system in which a series of Fun-
damental Laws regulated all matters traditionally included
in national constitutions. The Fundamental Laws were
replaced by a new constitution that came into effect on
December 29, 1978. The new document describes Spain’s
political system as a constitutional monarchy based on
democracy, a respect for law, and a mercantile economy.
The historical tension in Spain between a centralized gov-
ernment and regional autonomy was addressed by the
constitution, which recognizes both the “indissoluble unity
of the Spanish nation” and “the right to self-government
of the nationalities and regions of which it is composed
and solidarity among them all.”

Government. The Crown. The king is the head of state
and the highest representative of the government in in-
ternational affairs. Among his domestic powers, he may
ratify and promote new laws, summon or dissolve the leg-
islature, call for general elections or referendums, propose
candidates for the office of president of the government
(prime minister), appoint or dismiss the president, and
appoint or dismiss members of the Cabinet. The king is
also the head of the armed forces; he has the power to
declare war and to sign peace treaties.

The Cortes. The bicameral legislature of Spain, called
the Cortes Generales, represents the Spanish people and
guards their sovereignty. It is comprised of two houses—
the Congress of Deputies, or Lower Chamber (Camara
Baja), and the Senate, or Upper Chamber (Camara Alta).
The members of the Congress are elected every four years
by universal suffrage in provincial elections. The Senate
is composed of four members from each of Spain’s au-
tonomous communities and insular provinces; they are
also elected every four years.

Both houses, the members of which have parliamentary
inviolability and immunity, have the power of legislative
initiative, which they share with the executive branch,
the assemblies of the autonomous communities, and the
people (a popular initiative requiring 500,000 signatures).
The Congress, however, has the greatest legislative power.
The period of time during which a bill initiated in the
Congress can be modified by the Senate is limited to two
months, or 20 days in case of emergency. Should the
Congress not approve changes called for by the Senate,
the bill, as written in the Congress, may be approved and
promulgated by the king. Bills proposed by the Senate are
sent to the Congress for the usual debate.

The Cortes must approve any international treaty, any
law regarding personal rights, and any repeal or reform of
any internal law. Either chamber may ask the executive
branch for information or help and may demand that
members of the executive branch attend their meetings
and answer their questions.

The executive branch. The executive branch consists of
the president, the vice presidents, and the heads of the
various ministries. Through the exercise of its executive
and regulatory powers, the executive branch directs inter-
national and national policies, civil and military adminis-
tration, and the defense of the nation.

A candidate for the presidency, usually put forth by the
majority party in the Cortes, is proposed to the Cortes by
the king. After receiving the approval of the Congress, he
is named to the presidency by the king. The president and
the members of his cabinet are responsible to the Congress
and to the Supreme Court.

Members of the executive branch, though not necessar-
ily part of the legislature, have access to meetings of the
Cortes and its committees. The executive branch may ask
Congress for a vote of confidence, which is granted by
a simple majority vote. A motion of censure, requiring
an absolute majority vote, results in the downfall of the
government and the automatic appointment of the presi-
dential candidate mentioned in the motion. The president
may dissolve the Cortes and call for elections if a motion
to censure his government is not pending.

Individual rights and liberties. The acknowledgement
and protection of individual rights and liberties are as im-
portant to the definition of a state as a division of power
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and the principle that all power comes from the people.
The Spanish constitution of 1978 recognizes these rights
and freedoms, incorporating them into the law and pro-
viding channels for their guarantee and protection. The
rights recognized include those to equality before the law,
to life, to religious and ideological freedom, to personal
freedom, to privacy, to the inviolability of a person’s
home, to freedom of residence and of movement, and
to freedom of expression and education. They also in-
clude the freedom to meet and participate in associations,
strikes, and petitions and the right to own property and to
attain a good quality of life.

During a state of emergency, the government may sus-
pend certain rights and liberties for a period of 30 to
60 days in all or part of the country. During a state
of siege, the period of suspension is to be determined
by the Congress. This suspension of rights does not de-
crease the government’s political or legal responsibility for
acts committed by its agents during normal or abnormal
circumstances.

Autonomous communities. In the late 1970s and early
1980s Spain was in the process of developing a new system
of local government. Under Title VIII of the constitution
of 1978, “bordering provinces with common historic, cul-
tural, and economic characteristics” may group together
in autonomous communities. Each of these communities
is to be given the power to govern itself, but this power
must not violate the interests of Spain as a whole. The
constitution allows for variation within the autonomous
communities in accordance with a particular region’s
historical relationship with the central government. The
central government, however, regulates the amount of au-
tonomy to be granted to any particular community.

Autonomous status is granted following negotiations be-
tween the central government and the future community.
These negotiations are initiated by the administrations
of the provinces that will eventually comprise the new
community. Two-thirds of the municipalities within the
provinces, representing the majority of the population
concerned, must agree to seek autonomous status. During
the transition period, all levels of administrative and leg-
islative action are maintained by the central government.
By 1984, autonomous status had been granted to 17 “au-
tonomous communities.”

The provinces. The old provincial unit of local govern-
ment, first introduced into Spain in 1883, was defined by
the constitution of 1978 as a grouping of municipalities for
the purpose of carrying out central government programs.
Within each province is a Provincial Delegation of 24 to
51 members; the membership of a delegation is elected
from among that province’s municipal officials.

The municipalities. A municipality is a unit of local
government, the autonomy and local jurisdiction of which
are guaranteed by the constitution of 1978. Each munic-
ipality is governed by a municipal council, the members
of which are elected by universal, direct suffrage by the
inhabitants of the municipality. The municipal council
elects a mayor, who is president of the council and chief
administrator of the municipality, as well as the represen-
tative of the central government.

Large cities, such as Madrid and Barcelona, have special
municipal governments in which the administrative and
fiscal systems are strengthened, thereby making possible
the administration and execution of such matters as ur-
ban planning.

The political process. Democratic plurality and univer-
sal suffrage are guaranteed in the constitution of 1978.
The mosaic of peoples that makes up Spain is the basis
for decentralized political participation, or autonomy.

Political parties are described in the constitution as ex-
pressing political pluralism, contributing to the formation
and manifestation of the will of the people, and serving as
the fundamental instrument of political participation.

There were four major political parties in Spain in the
early 1980s. The Uniéon de Centro Democratico (Demo-
cratic Centre Union; ucp), led by Adolfo Suirez, was a
moderate coalition that took the parliamentary majority
in the Cortes in 1977 and 1979. The Partido Socialista
Obrero Espaiiol (Socialist Workers Party of Spain; PSOE),

led by Felipe Gonzilez, was the successor of the Partido
Socialista (Socialist Party), founded by Pablo Iglesias 100
years ago: after the elections of 1977, it absorbed the
Partido Socialista Popular (Popular Socialist Party), led by
Tierno Galvan. The PSOE was the opposition party until
1982, upholding the concept of socialist reform within the
democratic framework. In the 1982 national elections the
PSOE won a solid majority in the Cortes Generales and
46 percent of the popular vote, becoming the party in
power. The Partido Comunista de Espaiia (Communist
Party of Spain; PCE), led by Santiago Carrillo, was founded
in 1921. Since 1968, it has moved away from the Soviet
Union and attached itself to the concept of Eurocommu-
nism. The Coalicion Democratica (Democratic Coalition;
cD), led by Manuel Fraga Iribarne, is basically a succes-
sor of the Alianza Popular; it was the most important
conservative force in the 1977 election, representing the
traditional right.

In addition to the countrywide parties, there are local
nationalist parties in the autonomous communities of the
Basque country, Catalonia, and Andalusia.

Justice. Spanish judicial structures alone possess the
faculty of passing judgment and applying laws. Justice
comes from the people and is administered in the name
of the king through judges and magistrates who together
form the independent judiciary.

The Supreme Court, with jurisdiction over the entire
country, is the final arbiter in every question of justice
except for matters relating to the constitution, which are
referred to the Constitutional Tribunal. The president of
the Supreme Court is proposed by the Consejo General
del Poder Judicial (General Council of Judicial Power)
and named by the king. The Supreme Court is comprised
of six courts: the civil court, the penal court, three courts
for administrative litigation, and one court for social and
labour issues.

The National High Court, also with jurisdiction over the
entire nation, is supplemental to the Supreme Court and
the Territorial High Courts. It consists of tribunals for
criminal matters and for administrative litigation.

The Supreme Courts of the autonomous communities,
in which the local High Courts are integrated, are the
highest courts within their communities. Their jurisdiction
is subordinate to that of the national Supreme Court.

The Territorial High Courts are located in the country’s
15 juridical districts. Each high court has a criminal and
a civil tribunal, as do each of the Provincial High Courts.

There are more than 500 petty courts (juzgados) through-
out Spain. Although some of them have separate criminal
and civil jurisdictions, most have powers in both areas of
the law. District courts hear civil and criminal cases in
one or more municipalities; they are also responsible for
the Civil Registry, which keeps a record of the civil status
of local citizens. There are also courts for labour disputes
and for juveniles.

Armed forces. The military forces of Spain include the
army, the navy, and the air force, with reservists in each
branch. The king is the commander in chief of the military
forces; the president, in conjunction with the National
Defense Board, is the national leader in times of war.
The military forces are part of the Ministry of Defense,
which formulates and executes national military policy.
The supreme command of all the military forces includes
the chiefs of staff of the army, navy, and air force; it is
responsible for the regular maintenance and care of the
armed forces.

Military service is compulsory for all Spanish males,
except for those exempt by law. The length of service is
between 15 and 18 months.

The national police corps is structurally and organiza-
tionally a military body. It is not part of the military
forces, however, but is responsible to the Ministry of the
Interior. It is charged with the prevention and repression
of criminal acts committed in cities and other important
urban areas. The civil guard (Guardia Civil), founded in
1844, is one of the oldest and most typical of Spain’s
police forces. It is part of the military forces, but in times
of peace it is also responsible to the Ministry of the In-
terior. It is responsible for enforcing regulations regarding
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