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Foreword

Professionals involved in the administration of justice will discover
that Practical Homicide Investigation: Tactics, Procedures, and Fo-
rensic Techniques by Vernon J. Geberth is both an ind¥pensable
teaching text and a viable desk-top reference for field practitioners.

The book was written with the premise that the wealth of homi-
cide experience accumulated by the author has given him an insight
and understanding of an area of violent crime that is now being high-
lighted by both our nation’s President and Attorney General. He has
achieved his goal and has produced a text that will pass on, to those
who peruse it, the benefit of his years of practical experience in the
specialty of homicide investigation. I can visualize the information
contained in this book as being directly applicable to a wide strata of
law enforcement agencies throughout the United States, regardless of
size or jurisdictional scope.

The text is organized into a scenario that will enable the novice to
proceed from Chapter 1, “The Homicide Crime Scene,” to more ad-
vanced chapters including ‘The Identity of the Deceased,” “The Au-
topsy,” and ‘“Managing the Homicide Investigation.”” The expert or
highly qualified investigator may find specific data that could reveal
new avenues of approach, including bite-mark identification, psycho-
logical profiling, hypnosis, psycholinguistics, and psychics as addi-
tional investigative tools.

Collectively, the chapters of this book are a source and definitive
guide for professional law enforcement officers. It has been designed
to reveal the experiences of the author in a practical, useful, and pro-
gressive manner. The research is empirical, and the results are a text
that will be used for many years in law enforcement.
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It was my privilege to observe and encourage Vernon Geberth as a
student in the FBI Academy. His progression has been in accordance
with a desirable trend in law enforcement academics. His educational
background includes both undergraduate and graduate degrees and he
is a distinguished graduate of the FBI National Academy Program. He
has researched and published several articles in the field of homicide
investigation, and above all, he has had the extensive practical field
experience that provides credibility for this excellent book.

ico. Virgini CHARLES W. STEINMETZ
Quantico, Virginia FBI Academy



Preface

The purpose of Practical Homicide Investigation: Tactics, Proce-
dures, and Forensic Techniques is to provide practical conventional
information to the detective charged with the profound responsibility
of conducting an intelligent homicide investigation.

This text is based on the author’s personal experiences as a homi-
cide detective supervisor, personal interviews and associations with
experts in the sphere of forensic science and criminal investigation,
and extensive research of written materials in the field.

Identifying and apprehending criminals has never been an easy
task. In homicide cases this task is further complicated by the fact
that the complainant, your main witness, is deceased, and therefore,
will never be able to “‘point the finger” at the accused. Instead, the
investigator will have to rely not only upon eyewitnesses or circum-
stantial evidence obtained from the crime scene, but oftentimes en-
deavor to elicit from the suspect an account of what actually took
place. The detective must then make a determination of whether or
not this account is consistent with the other facts he or she has ac-
cumulated.

Higher crime rates and increases of violence put a strain on the
resources and capabilities of law enforcement agencies. Many crimi-
nals today are more sophisticated, and in many cases are “‘graduates
of the penal system.” They have been duly schooled by the ‘“jailhouse
lawyer’” according to constitutional law as to just what the police can
and cannot do. In addition, as our cities grow larger and more imper-
sonal, many people become reluctant to get involved. Add to these
factors some of the restrictive court decisions that have been forced
down the throat of law enforcement agencies, and one can readily
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understand that the investigation of homicide and the initial actions
by the police at the homicide crime scene may eventually determine
whether or not the crime is ever solved or the guilty person brought
to justice.

The homicide detective, in order to be successful, must have an eye
for details and the ability to recognize and evaluate evidence. He or
she must have an above average intelligence in order to absorb the
many details that arise during a case and an ability to effectively in-
terview and interrogate, not to mention relate with many different
types and personalities of persons he or she may come into contact
with. Actually, the secrets of an effective homicide investigation are
flexibility and common sense.

The investigation of murder necessitates a certain tenacity and per-
severance that transcends the ordinary investigative pursuit. Homi-
cide investigation is an aggressive business. You must be prepared to
use tactics and strategy for any given situation. “Good-guy, or bad-
guy,” it never grows old. However, any number of tactics might be
employed. The limit is only set by the imagination and initiative of
the homicide detective, acting of course within the boundaries of con-
stitutional law.

One thing is certain, homicide is a tricky and devious business.
Whenever you deal with people, even under ordinary circumstances,
they are at best unpredictable. It has been my experience that if you
add murder to this obscurity, human behavior becomes a series of
contradictory manuevers involving all the ramifications of the human
mind. There are many factors that will complicate effective investi-
gation. Whether it be the apathy and indifference of society, human
behavior patterns, or the ridiculous over-concern of the defendant’s
rights by the courts, the homicide detective must be able to overcome
these obstacles and concentrate on what results he can obtain from
the scene, and then through dedication and perseverance pursue the
case.

Although experienced homicide investigators have been following
the principles in this book for years, it is not always the experienced
homicide detective who ‘‘catches the case.” The multitude of duties
to be performed and the vast amount of information which must be
documented can many times be overlooked or lost for lack of a com-
prehensive and pertinent guide. It is my intention that this book be
such a guide.

This book will cover the entire sequence of events in a homicide
investigation. It will begin with a comprehensive discussion of the
homicide crime scene. Then it will evolve chronologically from the
initial notification to police that a homicide has occurred, to how the
police should react to this notification, and what procedural steps are
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necessary in order to conduct an intelligent homicide investigation.
The early chapters act as an instructional guide to the patrol officer,
including a Patrol Officer’s Checklist. The text then proceeds into
the details of criminal investigation at the scene, utilizing an Inves-
tigator’s Checklist to assist these officers in reviewing their actions
at the scene and refresh their memory.

The book then proceeds into the more technical aspects of homi-
cide investigation, augmented by pictures and illustrations, which will
graphically portray exactly what to look for and what to do at the
homicide crime scene and how to conduct the investigation.

I am fully aware that many volumes have been written on the sub-
ject of homicide investigation, and several are fine examples of profes-
sional accomplishment. I do not intend that Practical Homicide In-
vestigation: Tactics, Procedures, and Forensic Techniques supercedes
these proficient texts, nor do I propose that my book represents the
absolute or total homicide manual. There can never be a totally com-
plete homicide text because just about every homicide is distinctively
unique. One book could not possibly encompass all the various pos-
sibilities of ¢ll homicide investigations.

Instead, it is my intention to present to the practitioner a practical,
down-to-earth, homicide handbook, with emphasis on “The New
York City Experience.” A book which falls somewhere between ad-
vanced medicolegal books and the academic textbooks already in the
field. A book that is capable of refreshing the memory and stimulat-
ing the investigation.

This book stresses the basics, indicates the practicalities of certain
investigative techniques, and provides the reader with patterns upon
which to build a solid foundation for a prosecutable case. There is
deliberate repetition throughout the text; it has been strategically
placed with malice aforethought because certain principles can never
be stressed enough.

In actuality, you only get one shot at the homicide crime scene and
limited opportunity to question the suspect. Therefore, I recommend
that the reader follow the basic principles in this text and remember,
do it right the first time, you only get one chance.

I sincerely hope that this book will prove to be informative and
workable, as well as interesting and enjoyable.

VERNON J. GEBERTH
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