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PREFACE

This volume differs from most other introductory texts in sociology. It is not an
institutional survey of contemporary American society, nor is it an attempt to
summarize in encyclopedic fashion all the various specialties that have developed in
our discipline. Instead, it is a comparative and historical analysis of human societies,
the largest, most powerful, and most important social systems humans have created.
The basic structure of the analysis is simple enough to be grasped by any student, yet
the multilayered nature of the theory that guides the analysis can challenge the best
of students.

The theory that provides the organizing framework for this volume is both
ecological and evolutionary in nature. In other words, it is concerned with the
relations of societies to their environments and with the relations of the parts of these
social systems to one another, and it is also concerned with the process of change in
societies. The latter is especially important for students who can expect to live well
into the twenty-first century.

This volume is the fifth edition of Human Societies. As authors, we have been
extremely pleased with the reception accorded previous editions by both students
and instructors. We have been especially pleased with the opportunity that each new
edition has provided for refinements in both the underlying theory and its presenta-
tion. We hope that this new edition lives up to the standards of its predecessors.
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Preface

Changes in the Fifth Edition

No chapter is entirely the same in the present edition as in the last. In some chapters,
the changes are largely stylistic and not very important; in others, the changes are
substantive and very important. The substantive changes are chiefly in Parts | and IIl.
They are all mentioned in the Instructor’s Manual (available from the publisher), but
the more important of them are noted here as well.

The opening pages of Chapter 1 have been completely rewritten and we hope
that this new introduction will orient students effectively to what lies ahead. Some
changes have also been made in the discussion of evolution in the section on
characteristics that humans share with all other species and in the discussion of our
species’ common genetic heritage.

Chapter 2 has been reorganized in part, with the discussion of systems moved
from the beginning of the chapter to the end (where it more properly belongs). Also,
the discussion of institutions and institutional systems has been integrated into the
analysis in a more effective way.

Chapter 3 has been completely reorganized in a way that highlights more
effectively the distinction between the evolutionary process as it operates in individ-
ual societies and as it operates at the level of the world system of societies. A key
aspect of the change is our discussion of what we refer to as ““the great paradox.”

In Chapter 4, we have added two important new sections. The first deals with
the relation between societal types and the environment while the second contains a
discussion of the nature of societal types (what they are and what they are not).

The most important changes in Part Il are both in Chapter 6. The opening pages
have been rewritten to bring the explanation of the shift from hunting and gathering
to horticulture more closely into line with the evidence from recent research. In
addition, we have added an Excursus at the end of Chapter 6. This offers a critical
look at racialist theory from an ecological and evolutionary perspective. In Chapter
7, we have added a brief diversion in our boxed insert entitled ““Mother Goose
Revisited.”” We hope that this will help students to discover something new and
unsuspected in something old and familiar.

Chapter 9 has been partly reorganized and the discussion of the causes of the
continuing Industrial Revolution has been largely rewritten. Chapter 10 has been
substantially rewritten. The material on the new secular ideologies is especially
important and instructors who have used previous editions of this book are urged to
take special note of the changes here.

Chapter 11 has also been substantially rewritten. A number of the changes in
this chapter provide a follow-up to the new materials on ideology introduced in
Chapter 10. In the section on stratification, there is greater attention now to power
and the control of the economic surplus, including a comparison of the western
industrial democracies with the Marxist-Leninist societies of Eastern Europe. There is
also more attention given to the distribution of income and wealth in industrial
societies in this new edition.

There are two important changes in Chapter 12. The material on the mass media
has been completely rewritten, and a new unit has been added at the end of the
chapter appraising the relevance for sociological theory of the tremendously impor-



tant social experiments conducted in Eastern Europe in recent decades by Marxist-
Leninist elites.

All of the materials in Part Ill have been updated wherever possible. The
updating involves not merely the use of newer statistical materials, but more impor-
tantly the incorporation into the analysis of new developments of many kinds. For
example, in Chapter 13 we take note of the new pragmatism in China and discuss its
implications for other Third World societies.

We hope that all the many changes prove to be improvements, and we eagerly
await the reactions and judgments of instructors who have worked with previous
editions and can compare the present edition with them. As we have said before, we
welcome all reactions, suggestions, and criticisms from students and instructors
alike. We have benefited greatly from them in the past and will, we feel sure,
continue to benefit from them.

We remind those of you who have used previous editions of Human Societies
that an instructor’s manual is available for the asking from the McGraw-Hill Book
Company. This manual has been revised with each new edition of the text. We
especially encourage those who are using the book for the first time to obtain a copy,
since it provides numerous suggestions for class discussions, projects, films, and
exams.
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CHAPTER 1

Starting Points

One of the most important developments in recent centuries has been the rise of
modern science. Its aim is to understand the world in which we live. As scientific
knowledge has increased, scientific activity has become more specialized. Each
branch of science has its own special subject matter and its own special set of
problems. Sociology is the branch of science concerned with the study of human
societies.

In_this volume,—aur_analysis _of human societies will be (1) historical,-

comparative, and (3) macroorganizational. It will be historical because a temporal

) perspective is essential if we are to understand the processes of change and develop-

ment that have been—and continue to be—so important. Moreover, we must never
forget that most of the intellectual and organizational resources on which societies
today depend are products of the efforts of previous generations, and even those that
are our own creations have all been developed on foundations laid by earlier
generations. As René Dubos, a distinguished biologist, wisely observed, “'The past is
not dead history; it is living material out of which man makes himself and builds [his]
future.”"!

(;i" Our study of human societies will also be comparative, because comparison is

@

the basis of all scientific knowledge. A scientific understanding of anything depends
on comparisons of it with other things. To understand a pine tree, we have to
compare it with other kinds of trees, and then compare trees with other kinds of
plants, and plants with other forms of life, noting the similarities and differences



