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Preface

The transfusion of -blood products is an important part of health care practice;
however, the principles of transfusion medicine are often less well understood than
other aspects of patient care. This book attempts to simplify blood banking practice
and to introduce some of the underlying concepts, using illustrations. it is designed
to help medical and nursing students, laboratory technologists, physicians and
nurses in understanding the principles of transfusion medicine.

This is not meant to be a laboratory manual, and does not provide details of the
technological procedures. k

“Blood transfusion - A Conceptual Approach” is a companion volume to “Hemostasis
and Thrombosis - A Conceptual Approach” by Jack Hirsh and “Fluids and
Electrolytes - A Conceptual Approach” by Kinsey Smith. All have been produced in
the Faculty of Health Sciences, McMaster University, where they are used in the

-various undergraduate and postgraduate programs.

October 1983
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Chapter 1

Constituents
of Blood

The Function
of Blood

- Blood is a unique tissue with many properties.

It is a transport medium for oxygen and other
substances necessary for the metabolism of
cells. Some constituents provide protection
against invasion by foreign organisms. Others
preserve the integrity of healthy blood vessels,
limit blood loss from damaged vessels, and
maintain the fluidity of the blood.






