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PREFACE

¢cQuié tal? An Introductory Course is an abridged
version of Puntos de partida: An Invitation to
Spanish. 1t is a first year program that empha-
sizes the four skills considered essential to a
communicative approach to language learning.
Each chapter has a cultural and/or practical
theme, and grammar is introduced and prac-
ticed within that context. Each concept is
drilled thoroughly, and, in cases where one con-
cept builds on another, the first concept is re-
viewed before presentation of the second.

¢Qué tal? was written with students in mind,
to help them learn how to learn a language and
to give them the opportunity to use and enjoy
their newly acquired language skills.

Organization

The main text begins with six mini-lessons, the
Pasos preliminares, which introduce students to
the sounds of Spanish and to the text, and which
provide students with a preliminary vocabulary
that they can use immediately for sell-
expression. Thirty grammar chapters follow, or-
ganized in this manner:

1. Vocabulario: Preparacion, which presents
and practices the thematic vocabulary that
will be emphasized in the rest of the chapter

2. Pronunciacion (in the first six chapters),
which continues the presentation of the
sounds of Spanish begun in the Pasos
preliminares

3. Minididlogos y estructura, generally two to
three grammar points per chapter. Each
grammar point is introduced by a mini-
dialog or cartoon, followed by exercises that
progress [rom controlled to open-ended.

4.Un paso mas: in odd-numbered chapters,
consists of an activity or activities that em-
phasize conversation, creativity, and hu-
mor; in even-numbered chapters, a cultural
reading with guided writing exercises

5. Vocabulario, the chapter vocabulary list,
which includes all active words and expres-
sions that are new to the chapter

The text concludes with Paso final: Prepara-
ciones para un ano en el extranjero, which fo-
cuses on aspects of student life abroad.

Additional features ol importance include the
following:

® ;Recuerda Ud.? Brief review sections that
provide a link between previously studied
grammar points and new material that builds
on them. Answers to the brief review exercises
are included in Appendix 1.

® Un poco de todo Review sections that follow
every fifth chapter. Answers are provided in
Appendix 2.

® Study Hints Give students specific advice on
how to acquire language skills: how to learn
vocabulary, how to use a bilingual dictionary,
and so on. The Hints are placed at logical
points throughout the text.

Supplementary Materials

¢Qué tal? may be used most successfully with
any of the following components:

1. The Workbook, by Professors Alice and Os-
waldo Arana (California State University,
Fullerton), which provides additional prac-
tice with vocabulary and grammatical
structures through a variety of written
drills, including controlled and open-ended
exercises, guided compositions, and activ-
ities. Review charts are also included.

2. The Lab Manual and Tape Program, by Pro-
fessor Maria Sablo Yates (Central Michigan
University), which offers pronunciation
practice, listening comprchension exer-
cises, dictations, pattern practice, and
question-answer sequences; a Tapescript is
available.

3. The Instructor's Manual, which contains
chapter-by-chapter teaching suggestions
and hints, supplementary exercises for de-
veloping listening and speaking skills, vari-
ations and follow-ups on text exercises, an-
swers to all controlled exercises in the text,
one sample quiz per chapter, and sample
tests for every five chapters.
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Pasos preliminares

¢Qué tal? is one way of saying How are you? in Spanish. As a
textbook, its purpose is to provide you with a way to begin to
learn the Spanish language and to become more familiar
with the many people here and abroad who use it.

Language is the means by which humans communicate
with one another. To learn a new language is to acquire
another way of exchanging information and of sharing your
thoughts, concerns, and opinions with others. ;Qué tal? will
help you use Spanish to communicate in various ways: to
understand Spanish when others speak it, to speak it your-
self, and to read and write it. This text will also help you to
communicate in Spanish in nonverbal ways—via gestures
and through an awareness of cultural differences. ¢Qué tal?,
however, can only show you where to start. Look around you
in your own community and across the country, and you will
see that Spanish is not only a “foreign” language but a “liv-
ing”’ language used extensively in the United States today.

Pasos preliminares (first steps) is an introductory chapter
that will get you started in Spanish and orient you to the
format of ¢Qué tal?

2 U2

PASO UNO

Saludos®y expresiones de cortesia Greetings

1. ANA:
JOSE:
ANA:
JOSE:
ANA:

Hola, José.
¢Qué tal, Ana?
Asi asi. ¢Y ta?

iMuy bien! Hasta manana, ¢eh?

Adios.




2. SR. ALONSO:
SRTA. LOPEZ:
SR. ALONSO:
SRTA. LOPEZ:
SR. ALONSO:

3. PROFESORA: ¢Coémo se llama usted?
MARIA: Me llamo Maria Sanchez.

Paso uno 3

Buenas tardes, senorita Lopez.

Muy buenas, senor Alonso. ¢Cémo est4?
Bien, gracias. ¢Y usted?

Muy bien, gracias. Adids.

Hasta luego.

¢Qué tal? and ¢ Y ta? are expressions used in informal situa-
tions with people you know well, on a first-name basis.
¢Como esta? and ¢ Y usted? are used to address someone with
whom you have a formal relationship. ¢ Cémo se llama usted?
is used in formal situations. ;Como te llamas? is used in
informal situations, for example, with other students.

1. ANA: Hi, José, JOSE: How are you doing, Ana? ANA: So-so. And you? JOSE:
Fine! See you tomorrow. OK? ANA: Bye. 2. MR. ALONSO: Good afternoon,
Miss Lépez. MISS LOPEZ: 'Afternoon, Mr. Alonso. How are you? MR.
ALONSO: Fine, thanks. And you? MISS LOPEZ: Very well, thanks. Good-bye.
MR.ALONSO: See you later. 3. PROFESSOR: What's your name? MARIA: My
name is Maria Sanchez.
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Otras expresiones utiles® wseful
buenos dias good morning (used until the midday meal)
buenas tardes good afternoon (used until the evening meal)
buenas noches good evening, good night (used after the evening meal)
senor (Sr.) Mr., sir
senora (Sra.) Mrs., ma'am There is no standard Spanish equivalent for Ms. Use
sefiorita (SrHa,) Nl Sra. or Srta., as appropriate.
gracias thanks, thank you
muchas gracias thank you very much
de nada vou're welcome
Practica

A. Practice dialogs 1 through 3 several times with other students, using your own names.

B. How many different ways can you respond to the following greetings?

1. Buenas tardes. 4. Hola. 7. Muchas gracias.
2. Adios. 5. ¢Como esta? 8. Hasta manana.
3. ¢Qué tal? 6. Bucnas noches. 9. ¢Como se llama usted?

C. If the following persons met or passed cach other at the given times, what would they say
to cach other?
1. Mr. Santana and Miss Pérez, at 5:00 p.M.
2. Mrs. Ortega and Pablo, at 10:00 A.Mm.
3. Ms. Hernandez and Olivia, at 11:00 p.m.
4. you and a classmate, just before your Spanish class

El alfabeto espaiol

There are thirty letters in the Spanish alphabet (alfabeto)—
four more than in the English alphabet. The ch, 11, and rr arc
considered single letters even though thev are two-letter
groups; the n is the fourth extra letter. The letters k and w
appear only in words borrowed from other languages.

Listen carefully as your instructor pronounces the names
listed with the letters of the alphabet.



Paso uno

Letters Names of letters Examples

a a Antonio Ana la Argentina

b be Benito Blanca Bolivia

€ ce Carlos Cecilia Caceres

ch che Pancho Concha Chile

d de Domingo  Dolores Durango

¢ e E duardo Elena el Ecuador

f efe Felipe Francisca Florida

g gc Gerardo Gloria Guatemala

h hache H éctor Hortensia Honduras

i i [gnacio Inés Ibiza

j jota José Juana Jalisco

k ka (Karl) (Kati) (Kansas)

1 ele Luis Lola Lima

11 elle Guillermo  Guillermina  Sevilla

m eme M anuel M aria M éxico

n ene Noé Nati Nicaragua

n ene Irnigo Begona Espana

o 0 Octavio Olivia Oviedo

p pe Pablo Pilar Panama

q cu Enrigue Raquel Quito

r ere Alvaro Clara el Peru

T erre or Rafael Rosa Monterrey
ere doble

5 ese Salvador Sara San Juan

t te Tomas Teresa Toledo

u u Agustin Lucia Uruguay

\Y ve or uve Victor Victoria Venezuela

w doble ve, Oswaldo (Wilma) (Washington)
ve doble,
or uve doble

X equis Xavier Ximena Extremadura

y i griega Pelayo Yolanda Paraguay

z zeta Gonzalo Esperanza Zaragoza

Practica

A. The letters listed below represent the Spanish sounds that are the most different [rom
their English counterparts. You will practice the pronunciation of these letters in up-
coming sections of ¢Qué tal? For the moment, pay particular attention to their pro-
nunciation when you sce them. Can you match the Spanish spelling with its equivalent
pronunciation?
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Spelling
1. ch
2. g before e or i; also j
3.h
4. g before a, 0, or u
5.11
6.1
1.r
8. r at the beginning of

a word or rr in the
middle of a word
9.v

Pasos preliminares

Pronunciation

. like the g in English garden

. similar to dd of caddy or tt of kitty when pronounced
very quickly

. like ¢k in English cheese

. like Spanish b

. similar to a “strong” English A

. like y in English yes or like the /i sound in million

. a trilled sound, several Spanish r’s in a row

. similar to the ny sound in canyon

. never pronounced

o

S0 om0 S0

B. Spell your own name, using the Spanish alphabet, and listen as your classmates spell their
names. Try to remember as many of their names as you can.

C. Identify as many of your classmates as you can, using the phrase Te llamas (Your

name is

). Then spell the name in Spanish.

MODELO Te llamas Maria: eme a ere i a.

D. Use the Spanish alphabet to spell these U.S. place names, all of which are of Hispanic
origin: Toledo, Los Angeles, Texas, Montana, Colorado, El Paso, Florida, Las Vegas,
Amarillo, San Francisco. Pronounce the names in Spanish before you begin to spell them.

E. Think of several other U.S. place names of Hispanic origin and spell them aloud, using the
Spanish alphabet. Your classmates should give the place names that you spell.

Cognados

Many Spanish and English words are similar or identical in
form and meaning. These related words are called cognates



