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Preface

This book can be only an introduction to the vast field of surgical pathol-
ogy: the pathology of the living. It does not pretend to replace in any way
the textbooks of general pathology, its purpose being merely to supplement
them, assuming that the reader has a background in or access to those texts.
The contents are not as complete as they might be because emphasis has been
placed on the common rather than the rare lesions and are, to a great extent,
based on the author’s personal experiences.

This book has been written for the medical student as well as for those
physicians who are daily intimately concerned with surgical pathology. This
must of necessity include not only the surgeon and the pathologist, but also those
physicians in other fields who are affected by its decisions, such as the radi-
ologist and the internist. Gross pathology has been stressed throughout with
an attempt to correlate the gross findings with the clinical observations. The
many illustrations have heen selected as typical of the various surgical con-
ditions, although in a few instances the author has been unable to resist show-
ing some of the more interesting rare lesions he has encountered. Concluding
each chapter there is a bibliography listing those references which are not only
relatively recent and readily available, but also those which will lead the
reader to a more detailed knowledge of the subject.

Dr. Zola K. Cooper, Assistant Professor of Pathology and Surgieal Pathol-
ogy, has written one of the sections on Skin, and Dr. David E. Smith, Assistant
Professor of Pathology and Surgical Pathology, has written the chapter on
(‘entral Nervous System. Both of these members of the Department are par-
ticularly well qualified for their respective roles because of their background
and present responsibilities in these fields. Their efforts on my behalf are most
gratefully acknowledged.

Many members of the Surgical Staff at Barnes Hospital have given much
help both knowingly and unwittingly. 1 am particularly grateful to Dr.
Charles L. Eckert, Associate Professor of Surgery, for letting me bother him
rather constantly with my questions and for giving freely of his experience.
Dr. Richard Johnson, who succeeded me as Pathologist at the Ellis Fischel
State Cancer Hospital, agreeably made available all the material there, and
Dr. Iranz Leidler, Pathologist at the Veterans Hospital, has been most co-
operative.

Thanks must be given to Dr. H. R. McCarroll, Assistant Professor of
Orthopedies, for constructively criticizing the chapter on Bone and Joint, and
to Dr. C. A. Waldron for helping me with the chapters related to the Oral
Cavity. Among other faculty friends and colleagues who were especially help-
ful, I would like to mention Dr. Carl E. Lischer, Dr. Eugene M. Bricker, Dr.
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4 Preface

Heinz Haffner, Dr. Thomas H. Burford, Dr. Carl A. Moyer, Dr. Evarts A.
Graham, Dr. Robert Elman, Dr. Edward H. Reinhard, Dr. .J. Albert Key, Dr.
(ilover II. Copher, Dr. Margaret (i. Smith, and Dr. Robert A. Moore.

Mr. Cramer K. Lewis, of our Department of lllustration, has been very

patient with my demands, and his efforts and skill have been invaluable. Miss
Marion Murphy, in charge of our Medical Library, and her associates gave
untiringly of their time.
‘ Because of recent advances in anesthesia, antibioties, and pre- and post-
operative care, modern surgery permits the radical exeision of portions or all
of various organs. There is a need today for contemplative surgeons, men
with a -rich background in the fundamental sciences, whether chemistry, physi-
ology, or pathology. The modern surgeon should not ask himself, ‘‘Can I get
away with this operation?’’ bhut rather, ‘“What does the future hold for this
patient?’’ It is hoped that this Look may contribute in some small fashion
toward the acquisition of this attitude.

LAUREN V. ACKERMAN
St. Louis, Mo.
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