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The goal of this book is to provide easy access to the legal issues involved in sport
and the sport industry. The book’s target audience is the nonlawyer and non-law
student, though certainly this book should be enlightening for those trained in law
as well. Sport management, legal studies, and paralegal students should find that
this text is easy to read and covers the basics of the legal issues surrounding sports.

Sports Law includes 12 chapters. Some chapters, such as Sports Contracts, intro-
duce the reader to skills sets, while other chapters, such as Sports Torts, present a
more general view of that area of the law. The instructor is encouraged to provide
course supplementation on the different chapters, though this text was written with
the goal that no other supplementation would be necessary.

While one might debate the order of chapters or the order of importance of the
issues, the author has given special attention to the needs of students who might
study law only this once during their academic career. Clearly, though the focus of
the book is on American jurisprudence, relative weight is given to international
issues as well, particularly with regard to the Olympic Movement.

Actual cases have been included in the text so instructors and students need not
copy cases from other books and can feel comfortable using this book as the sole
course text. Questions have been included at the end of each chapter to allow
students and instructors to ponder questions with clear-cut answers and others not
so clear. Chapter summaries are also written with the expectation that readers could
realize an overall appreciation of the context of the chapter.

Numerous Internet sites, additional cases, and statutes are provided throughout
the book to enable students to further explore relevant issues and decisions. It is
important to recognize that laws may change each year, and therefore students
should beware to consult the latest cases and decisions since the writing of this text.
In fact, it is highly recommended that the instructor note the latest versions of that
particular state’s laws to enhance (and verify) this text. Additionally, cases may be
overruled or reversed; therefore, cases are meant to coalesce the concepts in the
chapter rather than be used as the prime or “best” case that addresses a subject.
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Introduction to Sports Law

Students who are interested in studying sports law are usually excited about the
prospect. I am well aware of students across the country who have requested that
such a subject be taught in their curriculum.

The target audience of this text is undergraduate legal studies, paralegal stud-
ies, and sport management students. This text may also complement studies in gen-
eral business law and other special legal topics courses. This text is not written for
the graduate law student, thought it certainly provides valuable information and
fundamentals for such study.

Attempts to teach sports law are often met with mild resistance from faculty for
several reasons. First, most educators have no experience in this area of the law. Sec-
ond, many educators feel that students will not ultimately work in such an environ-
ment and therefore such study adds little or no value to preparation for
participation in the legal profession. Finally, even though there are numerous sports
law textbooks, most are designed for the graduate study of law or in law school. Few
law schools consistently offer such a course.

Real-world cases, real-world documents, and special features are designed to
show that working in an environment that influences or is affected by sports or
athletes is likely to occur at some point during the course of one’s career and is no
longer considered just a “lucky” prospect.

Sports law is not considered a classic legal subject for law schools, and some tra-
ditionalists vehemently refuse to recognize it as a legitimate field of study in the legal
profession. However, I have never met a lawyer or professor who was not interested
in becoming involved in this field in some way whether on a full-time basis or merely
to complement an already established civil or criminal practice or interest.

“Sports law” may be referred to as “sports and the law” in some circles. In other
words, recognition that sports law is its own field might evoke strong debate, usually
in the negative. However, realize that one will succeed in understanding sports law
much better if it is clear that sports is a multibillion dollar industry with rules that
are often not found in everyday life. Some students and educators might refuse to
accept the fact that in the sports business the normality of the legal environment is
difficult to comprehend, even twisted. Such resistance to accepting that rules are
different in the sports industry will surely affect the study of this subject negatively.
The importance and role of television cannot be underestimated in terms of its
revenue streams, through advertising and sponsorship, for organizations, leagues,
teams, colleges, and universities.

Rarely will a single employee of an organization outside of sports refuse to work
or “hold out” from appearing for work due to the fact that other similarly situated
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employees are paid more for the same services. In the professional sports world,
this is commonplace. In other fields, employees rarely have an agent. Employers
might fire an insubordinate employee, and no one in the community would
care. There would be no discussion in the newspaper, on the radio, or over the
Internet. In the sports business, professional athletes and administrators may end
up handsomely rewarded for outrageous behaviors. Sports law is about money.
Sports law is about people. Sports law is about power. Sports law is about ego. These
concepts sound remarkably similar to the descriptions often associated with the
legal profession.

Professional and amateur sports leagues and organizations are recognized as
profitable ventures involving large capital resources. They also regulate players and
agents. Women have had a great influence in certain areas of sports and the law.
Teenagers are becoming multimillionaires due to subsidies from athletic sponsors
and organizations. Cities are taxing citizens to build stadiums and steal franchises
from other cities. Fans are suing players and suing each other for injuries received
during a sports contest, while local and state governments are seeking criminal
sanctions against both fans’ and athletes’ misdeeds. Amateur associations and teams
are increasingly becoming involved in debate over recruiting athletes and rules
involving their sports, and fans are suing players for breaches of contract. The list
goes on.

All'in all, the study of sports law is still fun. It focuses on what many of us wish
we could really do in any profession: get paid to play and have fun. Sports law evolves
almost daily. Therefore, it is important that the reader use this book as a starting
point for further research and to learn the fundamentals of an exciting area of
the law.
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