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PREFACE

THis 15 A TEXTBOOK for the undergraduate medical student, who can devote
but a fleeting moment in his career to prepare for the pharmacologic aspects
of the practice that lies ahead. His need is for a special type of book with
which to supplement his studies in the laboratory and lecture and conference
rooms. 1 hope this book will be found to supply that need. It is written in
three distinct portions. In Section I the attempt is made briefly to orient
pharmacology among the other preclinical disciplines. In Section II there is
presented a description of the broad background of the science and an ex-
position of the bases from which advances are made. Section III, which
comprises the major part of the text, offers combined discussions of the actions
and actual uses of drugs in an arrangement designed for direct serviceability
from the pharmacotherapeutic standpoint. The bibliographies are not ex-
haustive but only meant to serve as guides for excursions into the literature.

The cordial reception accorded the first edition of the book has been very
heart-warming of course, but I have been particularly pleased by the sug-
gestions for improvement that have come from both friends and strangers in
many parts of the world. The fact that there were so many of these indicates
how far short of perfection the work has fallen, and I earnestly and gratefully
hope that my critics will find evidence in this second edition of a determined
effort to bring the book more nearly up to what they and I would want it to be.

HARRY BECKMAN
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