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PREFACE

The content of most of the chapters in this book was presented as part of the Summer
Institute on categorization that took place at the Université du Québec a Montréal
(UQAM) for 10 days in June and July 2003. The objective of this Institute was to
address the problem of categorization through the lens of all the disciplines that are at
the heart of the Cognitive Sciences: Cognitive Anthropology, Linguistics, Philosophy,
Neuroscience, Psychology and Cognitive Computer Science. This book is a natural,
concrete outcome of the Institute.

In planning this book, we wanted all aspects of categorization to be represented. We
therefore filled the holes in the original program by soliciting contributions from
researchers who had not been involved directly in the Summer Institute on categoriza-
tion. In its present form, the book contains some 50 chapters. To our knowledge, it is
the first time in history that the problem of categorization has been considered from so
many angles within a single book.

We would like to thank the members of the scientific committee of the Summer
Institute for their contributions, which have had a major impact on the contents of this
book (Henrietta Cedergren for Linguistics, Pierre Poirier for Philosophy, Henri Cohen
for Neuroscience, Stevan Harnad for Psychology, Bernard Lefebvre for Cognitive
Computer Science, and Claire Lefebvre as the Director of the Institute). We would like
to thank Robert Proulx, Dean of the Faculty of Human Sciences, for his support
throughout. The financial contribution from the Faculty enabled us to prepare this
exceptionally large manuscript. Last but not least, we are grateful to Zofia Laubitz,
Marlene Busko, and Sanja Obradovic¢ for making an important contribution by copy-
editing and finalizing the manuscript.

Henri Cohen
Claire Lefebvre
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