"We are neither left nor right; we are in front”
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“This useful, well-written book describes the fundamental
challenge posed by the Greens to both finance capitalism and
state socialism. Their appeal for protection of the environment,
decentralization of political and economic power, nonviolence,
and restoration of human-scale democracy needs to be heard

both in the West and behind the Iron Curtain.”
— John McClaughry, formerly Senior Policy Adviser,
Reagan White House

“This book is more than a challenge to the prevailing status
quo. It is a clarion call for the need to rethink and reorder
our environmental, economic, and political priorities so that
our children will have a future that emphasizes constructive
preservation rather than destructive growth and mere survival.”
— Rep. Ron Dellums, 8th Congressional District, California

L‘Yesl!’
— Hazel Henderson, author of The Politics of the Solar Age

“This warm and penetrating conversation with the people and
ideology of the Green party is the best work we've seen on the
topic. Capra and Spretnak draw insightful lessons for American
politics from the triumphs and failings of the German Greens.”
— Hunter and Amory Lovins, authors of

Brittle Power: Energy Strategy for National Security

“Green Politics presents a vital, new political philosophy that pro-

vides a much needed intellectual framework for social change ac-
tivists in the U.S. It is must reading for pragmatic visionaries.”

—FEleanor LeCain, coordinator of the

Peace and Environmental Coalition

“Green Politics provides—also for the Greens themselves—an im-

portant synthesis and an excellent analysis.” -

— August Haussleiter, co-founder of the West German Green
Party and editor of their weekly newspaper Die Griinen

“Green Politics is a very important introduction to the move-
ment that may well be our best chance for safe passage into
the next century.”

— Peacework
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Foreword
to the
Paperback Edition

When we began working on Green Politics in the fall of 1982
our motivation was twofold, as we explained in the Preface to the
first edition. We wanted to provide American readers with a com-
prehensive introduction to Green political thought, both in West
Germany and in its global manifestations, and we hoped that the
book would inspire American activists to form a Green move-
ment in this country.

Soon after the hardcover edition of our book was published
in April 1984, each of us began to receive letters and phone calls
from people all over the country who expected us to found a na-
tional Green organization. We reacted differently to those calls.
Fritjof decided right away that he did not want to become involved
in any political work. However, he did want to offer the American
Green movement an intellectual resource base through the
Elmwood Institute, which he had founded in 1983 and developed
with a circle of colleagues, including Charlene, in order to nur-
ture new ecological visions and apply them to the solution of cur-
rent social, economic, environmental, and political problems
(The ElImwood Institute, PO. Box 5805, Berkeley, CA 94705).

Charlene at first hesitated to initiate the founding of an
American organization for Green politics, having recently

xiii
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observed the extremely stressed and pressurized lives of the Ger-
man Green leaders. She has no desire to be a political leader. On
the other hand, she did feel some responsibility for getting Green
work started in a sound way. She formed an inviting committee
with four other people, and they convened a founding meeting
attended by sixty-two Green-oriented activists in August 1984.
The result was the Committees of Correspondence, which is now
the major Green grassroots organization in the country. The
story of its formation, goals, and subsequent growth is told in
Chapter 10.

Has all this had any effect on American political culture?
Perhaps not the sort featured on the evening news—but here is
one example of Green presence. On 11 January 1986 the found-
ing meeting of the Central Coast Greens, an affiliate of the Com-
mittees of Correspondence, was held in Carmel, California.
Among those attending were members of the Nuclear Freeze
Campaign, the Pesticide Coalition, the Sanctuary Movement, the
Institute for Futures Forecasting, the Resource Center for Non-
violence, Beyond War, the Emergency Response Network, the
Sophia Center for Social Justice, and the Monterey County Board
of Supervisors. In the opening presentation on Green principles
and the growing movement, Daniel Moses, editorial director of
Sierra Club Books and a regional representative for the Commit-
tees of Correspondence, spoke of his concern as a California resi-
dent about the pending release—for the first time in history,
worldwide—of a genetically engineered microorganism into the
environment. A bioengineering firm in Oakland had secured
permission from federal officials to test their product, called
Frostban, on an open field of strawberries near Salinas, an
agricultural area known as “America’s saladbowl” Most Greens—
and many biologists—feel that insufficient testing has been con-
ducted indoors to assure that no harmful effects will result from
the artificially created organisms’ entering the soil, the water, the
air, and the food chain.

After the discussion, the current chair of the Monterey
County Board of Supervisors stood up and said that he agreed
with what the Greens stand for and that he was joining the move-
ment! The crowd cheered, and he then spoke of the growing
doubts in the community about this unquestioned new technol-
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ogy. Members of the East Bay Green Alliance told of their plans
to hold an informational debate between two pro and two con
professors at the University of California, Berkeley, and to
organize a demonstration in front of the bioengineering firm in
Oakland. (A photograph of the latter appeared in the 10
February 1986 issue of Newsweek.)

The following week some seventy of the ninety people who
had attended the Green meeting went to the meeting of the
County Board of Supervisors to hear the reading of the Frostban
report. Just before the proceedings began, a telegram arrived,
and was read aloud, from the Greens in the West German Parlia-
ment urging the Supervisors to “use your powers to prevent this
potentially dangerous experiment from taking place” The sup-
port of the 150 citizens present, including representatives from
many groups, helped the Board to subsequently postpone the
release for forty-five days and have it moved to a more remote
location. As of this writing, they are expected to ban the experi-
ment in the entire county.Part of thé\process involved an attor-
ney affiliated with thé(’{reen-oriented Foundation on Economic
Trends, in Washington, DC.; which is"seeking a federal injunction
to stop the release until environmental safety can be assured. The
county is currently defying state and federal rulings and is refus-
ing to accept the assertion that the technocracy always knows
best.

Environmental issues are not the only focus of Green
politics, and not all Green founding meetings spawn such direct
effects the following week, but this story demonstrates the local
Green vitality and international Green networking that are in-
creasingly visible in the political landscape.

The level of Green activism has increased in other countries
as well, and perhaps this book has played a small part in some of
that growth. In addition to the British edition, translations have
been published or are imminent in West Germany, Italy, Greece,
Japan, and the Soviet Union. (The paperback editions of those
translations include an appendix titled “The Spiritual Dimen-
sion of Green Politics,” which is the text of the 1984 E.E.
Schumacher Society of America lecture, by Charlene. In this
country, it is published by Bear & Company as a separate
volume.)
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Meanwhile, how have the Greens in West Germany been far-
ing? In the two and a half years since we conducted our research,
their internal division between the Fundis (fundamentalists) and
Realos (realists) has become predominant. The Fundis maintain
that the primary purpose of the Green movement is to transform
society; hence they fear too much compromising in the name of
political expediency. In the words of the Fundi theorist Rudolf
Bahro, who resigned from the party in June 1985 over this very
issue: “Every rejected proposal of ours that contains the whole
message is worth a hundred times more than an accepted one
that just sets about correcting the symptom without intervening
in the suicidal logic of the overall process.”

The Realos, on the other hand, assert that affecting changes
in the present system—even with reformist compromises —is
essential. They favor forming coalition governments with the
Social Democratic Party so that Green ministers would be ap-
pointed at local, county, state, and federal levels. The first such
Green official is Joschka Fischer, a Realo who became minister of
the environment, a newly created position, in the state of Hesse
in October 1985.

Most Fundis have made clear that they are not categorically
opposed to coalition-governing as long as Green principles are
not squelched in the name of realpolitik. That is to say, the argu-
ment has become largely a matter of degree. Although tensions
between the two camps often reached an intense pitch during
1984 and 1985, an appreciation of the complementarity of the
two positions is increasingly evident. For example, the current
spokespersons for the Green Fraktion in the Bundestag represent
neither extreme of the Fundi-Realo spectrum but, rather, were
chosen for their ability to work with both clusters of concerns.

As for the embattled principle of rotation in the German
Green party, it survives—with accommodations. Greens-watch-
ers delighted in following the events in the Bundestag Fraktion in
March 1985 when all twenty-seven parliamentarians were to
vacate their seats and be replaced by the alternates, who had
theoretically been assisting the parliamentarians and who were
theoretically then to be assisted by the ex-parliamentarians for
the remaining two years of the term. When the moment finally
arrived, most of the original Green parliamentarians left their
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seats and the capital. A few remained in office with the party’s
blessings, such as Otto Schily, an attorney leading a federal-level
investigation into illegal campaign contributions involving
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Another dragged out his departure
over several weeks. Petra Kelly simply dug in her heels and stayed,
insisting that the parliamentarians should be allowed to finish
one—and only one—full term. As it turned out, the newcomers
were glad to have the few experienced hands around, and Kelly
became a source of unity within the Fraktion on several occasions.

At the level of European politics, three Green parties—
Agalev from Flemish Belgium, Ecolo from French-speaking
Belgium, and the West German Greens—won seats in the Euro-
pean Parliament in June 1984. That body has certain powers to
veto and block legislation, but it cannot initiate any. “The Euro-
pean Parliament,” one of the German Green members told us
rather cynically, “is neither European nor a parliament. Basically,
it is the advisory assembly of the Common Market countries.”
Nonetheless, it is a forum for discussion and recommendations,
some of which have been successful for the Greens. Even though
their numbers are small, the Greens have one committee vice-
chair, that of the Environmental Committee. In that capacity Un-
dine Bloch von Blottnitz has written several reports that have
been accepted by the entire Parliament. One of those resulted in
the banning of hormones in meat in the Common Market coun-
tries beginning in 1988 (1989 in Britain); another requires the
British government to shut down the Windscale nuclear process-
ing plant permanently unless they can prove that it is safe.

The Belgian and German Greens in the European Parlia-
ment often speak for the Green parties which did not win seats—
such as the English and the French—and they have formed an
alliance called GRAEL (Green Alternative European Link) with
four Parliamentarians from kindred parties in The Netherlands,
Italy, and the Basque region. GRAEL works with three European
Free Alliance (regionalist) parliamentarians and four Danish
“Anti-Marketeer” parliamentarians; together those three clusters
form the Rainbow Group within the European Parliament. That
group will serve until the next election in June 1989.

The organization called the European Greens continues to
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link all the Green parties of Western Europe, serving mainly to
hold discussions, coordinate conferences, and organize jointly
sponsored campaigns. Currently, the West German Greens are
officially observers, rather than delegates, in that body because
many of their members disagreed with the European Greens’
decision not to admit the Green Progressive Accord, a coalition
of three Green-leaning leftist parties from The Netherlands.

This edition of Green Politics has been updated to include the
most important recent developments in the West German-and
Furopean movement, and an additional chapter on the Green
movement in America has been added. The perceptlve reader
will also notice that we have changed the ordering of our names
in this edition. In the original edition, we listed our names
alphabetically, only to be subsequently dismayed that the “C”
name was assumed to be the principal author. We hope the revised
ordering will clarify the situation, for, as we explain in the
Preface, Charlene originated the idea for this book, conducted
most of the interviews, and wrote most of the text, including the
updating and the American chapters.

We are pleased that the first edition of Green Politics has
helped to generate a Green movement in this country, and we
hope that this new edition will continue to spark interest in the
vital process of creating a Green political future.

Charlene Spretnak and Fritjof Capra
Berkeley, March 1986



