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PREFACE

This nation began with these dramatic words, written by the young revolution-
ary Thomas Jefferson:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed, That whenever any form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the People to alter or abol-
ishit. ...

With these lines Jefferson put into words the desires of second-class citizens
for equality, liberty, and social justice. Although Jefferson himself did not have
the propertyless, women, or black Americans in mind when he penned these
lines of the Declaration of Independence, his ideas have been expanded to in-
clude the democratic demands of all exploited peoples for greater control over
their political and economic lives. Fewer than one hundred years later, Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln would echo Jefferson’s words in his 1863 Gettysburg
Address:

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a
new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal ... that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.
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Coming in the same year as his Emancipation Proclamation freeing Southern
slaves, these words of Lincoln extend Jefferson’s ideas of liberty and social jus-
tice to black Americans.

One can see in the history of the United States a long series of people’s
movements seeking to take back control not only over the political system but
also over the economic system under which they live—from the early farmers’
rebellions, to socialist movements, to union movements, to community action
groups, to black ghetto revolts. Just 128 years after the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, another famous American, union leader and presidential candidate
Eugene V. Debs, extended Jefferson’s ideas to include the economic system
and all the working people of America, especially the propertyless. In an im-
portant 1904 statement he proclaimed:

Full opportunity for full development is the unalienable right of all. ... The
earth for all the people! That is the demand. The machinery of production
and distribution for all the people! That is the demand. The collective owner-
ship and control of industry and its democratic management in the interest of
all the people! That is the demand. The elimination of rent, interest and profit
and the production of wealth to satisfy the wants of all the people! That 1s the
demand. Co-operative industry in which all work together in harmony as
the basis of a new social order, a higher civilization, a real republic! That is the
demand.

Debs spoke of economic liberty and justice. Six decades later the Reverend
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke vigorously of liberty and justice from the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.:

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true mean-
ing of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are cre-
ated equal.” I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons
of former slaves and the sons of former slaveowners will be able to sit down
together at the table of brotherhood.

Reverend King was killed just five years later, as he was trying to help black
workers fight for better working conditions in Memphis.

Among the deepest hopes in human beings are desires for freedom
from the oppressive political and economic conditions in which they live, for
fully human development, for equality and democracy, and for happiness. As
we will see in the chapters that follow, many Americans have not yet secured
the full range of these basic human rights. They continue to face class domi-
nation, race discrimination, and sex discrimination.

Yet in the past and in the present some Americans have become aware
of these roots of their problems and have adopted a critical power-conflict per-
spective in interpreting this troubled society. This social-problems textbook de-
velops a thoroughgoing, critical power-conflict perspective as a necessary step
in making sense of the confusion of problems in this society. We examine the
roots of major societal troubles in the patterns of class, race, and sex stratifi-
cation and subordination. This examination leads us to emphasize, among
other things, the connections among numerous problems. What are often dis-
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cussed in this country as separate problems are, in fact, closely interre}ated.
For example, the drive for ever-renewed profit in capitalistic enterprises—
profit whose use and reinvestment are ultimately in the hands of small capital-
ist elites—links together such apparently diverse problems as environmental
pollution, persisting unemployment, and corporate price-fixing. The profit-
oriented drive creates unemployment when it becomes more profitable to
move manufacturing operations from the North to the Sunbelt, or from the
Sunbelt to Taiwan. This drive generates corporate crimes such as illegal price-
fixing, and it is a major factor in the expanding problem of environmental pol-
lution. Many problems appear at first to be isolated, but on closer examination
they are linked together because of their roots in the structure and processes
of our advanced capitalistic system. These arguments will be fully developed
in the chapters that follow.

A major advantage of a critical power-conflict perspective, compared
to the perspectives found in more conventional social-science textbooks, is that
it usually forces us to think critically about the operation and fundamental
roots of the social system in the United States. Many of us have been told by
our parents or teachers: “Never mind what you think; we are trying to teach
you what to think.” Buckminster Fuller put it this way in his book Critical Path:

My mother said it. My school teachers said it. . .. “Thinking” was considered
to be a process that is only teachable by the elders of the system. “That is why
we have schools, dear.” Thinking was considered to be an utterly unreliable
process when spontaneously attempted by youth.

The first step toward an adequate understanding of the problems in our great
society is to look systematically into major social problems and to examine their
roots in our underlying class, racial, and gender systems. We must be willing
to look at facts that have been hidden from our view. We must be willing to
study ideas and data that our “elders” have told us are forbidden or foreign.
We must keep an open mind and be willing to consider views that challenge
our existing ideas about the social world around us.

It is in looking deeply into the roots of our society and in probing the
seamy side of our basic institutions that we can become fully human, for full
humanity includes control over our own ideas and thought patterns. If we let
someone else do most of our thinking for us—whether it be parents, spouses,
teachers, employers, or television—we are not using our human capabilities to
the fullest. A major purpose of this book is to provoke readers into analyzing
more carefully the social relations in which we live out our lives. Whether stu-
dents can absorb all the arguments and data presented here is relatively un-
important; what is important is that students learn the habit of thinking for
themselves about this society.

Recent decades have brought an endless series of crises—energy crises,
race riots, unemployment crises, inflation, air and water pollution, wars—to
our fragile globe. And the next few decades will doubtless bring more crises.
If we Americans are to be able to handle them, more of us will have to think
deeply about the social and economic roots of the problems of this society—
and about new solutions to those social problems.



xvi PREFACE

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

One of the pleasures of book-writing is the exchange of ideas with one’s critics.
I am grateful to the following people for comments on various drafts of the
chapters of this book: Al Watkins, David Perry, David Snow, T. R. Young, Gra-
ham Kinloch, Randy Hodson, Rose Brewer, Theresa Sullivan, Susan Marshall,
Dorie Williams, Antonio Ugalde, Dale McLemore, Diana Kendall, Larry
Cohen, Sheldon Ekland-Olson, Carroll Price, Madeleine McCulley, Janice Perl-
man, and Manuel Castells. In addition, Prentice-Hall secured helpful reviews
of the manuscript from the following, to whom I wish to express my appreci-
ation: Jean Cardinale, Monroe Community College; Michael Grimes, Louisiana
State University-Baton Rouge; Nijolé Benokratis, University of Baltimore. I am
indebted to Gideon Sjoberg and Walter Firey for providing regular commen-
tary as the chapters of this book were developed.

Bill Webber and Ed Stanford, as my editors at Prentice-Hall, provided
wise guidance in getting this book off the ground, and Serena Hoffman suc-
cessfully guided it though the production process. I would especially like to
thank Robert Parker for preparing the study questions at the end of the chap-
ters and also Professor Lester Kurtz for his substantial help in drafting Chap-
ter 11. I am indebted to Prentice-Hall, Inc., for permission to use portions of
previous monographs in a few chapters of this book. And finally, I am greatly
in debt to Clairece Booher Feagin for her typing and editing assistance.

Joe R. Feagin
University of Texas at Austin






9362513

CONTENTS

[®
‘L»“f a*‘&
&
PREFACE xiii
A TROUBLED SOCIETY 1 I
INTRODUCTION 2
ORDINARY AMERICANS VIEWJ THEIR LVES 3

Workaday Troubles 4
The View from Black America 6
The View from the Home 7
Problems ot Work: A Female View 8
Fomily Tragedies 8
Interpreting life's Troubles 9
TRADITIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SOCIETY
AND SOCAL PROBLEMS 11
The €uropeon Background 11
Corporate Liberalism 12
Social Problems: The Durkheimion Tradition 13
Current Views of Social Problems 14
TOWARD A CRITICAL POWER-CONFUCT PERSPECTIVE
ON SOCIAL PROBLEMS 15
Background: The Thought of Karl Marx 16
Contemporary Closs Perspectives 17
Perspectives €émphasizing Gender ond Race 19
CONCLUSION: FIVE WORKING PROPOSITIONS 21
SUMMARY 24
NOTES 25
STUDY QUESTIONS 97
KEY CONCEPTS 27
PROJECT 27



iv.  CONTENTS

CLASS RELATIONS AND THE PROBLEM OFf INEQUALITY 28
THREE REVEALING SNAPSHOTS 29
"Cor Wors" and Auto Safety 29
The Problem of Unemployment:
The Steel Industry and Capital Flight 30
Toxic Chemicals in the €nvironment 31
How Are Classes Defined? Some Lessons from the Snopshots 32
A CLOSER LOOK AT CLASS RELATIONS IN OUR SOCIETY 33
The Closs Structures . 33
The Copitalist Closs 35
The Working Class 36
The Managerial Class 38
The Small-Business Closs 39
Other Important Groups 40
The Corporote Structure 41
THE STATE 42
THE PERSISTING PROBLEM OF INCOME INEQUALITY 44
Controsting Views of Inequality 44
Patterns of Income Inequality 46
€ffects of Income Inequality 50
Impoct on Government 53
Workers' Real Incomes 54
A Two-Tiered Society? 55
THE INEQUALITY OF WEALTH 56
The €arly Period 56
Wealth in Contemporary America 57
Fomilies ond Corporations 59
TAXATION: A NOTE 61
SOURCES OF CAPITALISTS' WEALTH 62
Industrial Copitalism (1840-1890) 62
€orly Monopoly Copitalism (1890-1940) 63
Advanced (Late) Monopoly Copitalism (1940-?) 64
SUMMARY 65
NOTES 67
STUDY QUESTIONS 69
KeY CONCEPTS 70
PROJECTS 70

POVERTY, UNEMPLOYMENT, AND UNDEREMPLOYMENT 71
POVERTY 72
The €xtent ond Character of Poverty 73
Spatial Concentration 74
Questioning the Official Poverty Count 74
UNEMPLOYMENT, UNDEREMPLOYMENT, AND POVERTY 77
Official Unemployment Statistics 77
Questionina the Official Statistics 79
The Unemployment Link to Poverty 80
Unemployment's Impact 81
CAPITAUSM, UNEMPLOYMENT, AND POVERTY 84

2



Private Profit 84
Moving to the Sunbelt 87
The Working Poor 88
A Reform Initiotive 90
THE IDEOLOGY OF INDIVIDUAUSM AND THE POOR 90
The Historical Background 91
Contemporary Views on the Poor 99
Public Opinion 93
The Consequences of Wrongheaded Rationalizations for
Poverty 95
Ideological Socialization 97
GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION: THE BROAD SUBSIDY SYSTEM 98
The Context of Aid for the Poor 99
SUMMARY 101
NOTES 102
STUDY QUESTIONS 104
KeY CONCEPTS 105
PROJECT 105

PROBLEMS OF RACE AND RACIAL INEQUALITY 106
THE REVOLUTIONARY BACKGROUND 107
RACIAL THINKING 109
Race and Racism 109
The Social Definition of Race 110
EXPLAINING RACIAL DOMINATION 111
BLACK AMERICANS 119
The Chains of Slavery 112
The Labor Market: A Racial Split 113
Recent Gains and Llosses 115
PATTERNS OF DISCRIMINATION: EMPLOYMENT AND HOUSING 119
Discrimination: Its Dimensions 119
Views on Discrimination 121
€mployment Discrimination: Recruitment Proctices 191
€mployment Screening Practices 199
Promotion Practices 1924
Layoff and Seniority Practices 197
Housing Discrimination 198
Debates on Poverty and Racial Discrimination 130
REACTION TO €QUAL-OPPORTUNITY EFFORTS 13 ]
White Resistance 133
Black Anger over Discrimination 134
MEXICAN AMERICANS: A BRIEF OVERVIELS 136
Migration Patterns and €mployment 136
Persisting Problems 137
RECENT ANTI-IMMIGRANT LEGISLATION 139
SUMMARY 140
NOTES 149
STUDY QUESTIONS 146
KEY CONCEPTS 146
PROJECT 146

CONTENTS

v



vi  CONTENTS

PROBLEMS OF SEX ROLES AND SEX DISCRIMINATION 147
IDEAS ABOUT STRATIFICATION BY GENDER 148
Power-Conflict Ideas: The Closs €émphasis 148
Feminist Views 149
Sexism and Racism 150
SEX-ROLE STEREOTYPING 151
Schools 152
Maoss Medio 154
Stereotyping in Some Biologically Oriented Research 158
FAMILY AND HOME: PATTERNS OF OPPRESSION 155
Fomily Decisions 156
Childbearing and Childrearing 156
Sexuality 158
Housework 158
Women as Consumers 159
Violence against Wives 159
Health and Marrioge 160
RAPE OUTSIDE AND INSIDE THE HOME 161
Rape ond Llaw €nforcement 162
Rope aond the Sexist Society 163
EMPLOYMENT OUTSIDE THE HOME 163
Segregating Women Workers 163
The Occupational Gop 164
Comparable Pay for Comparable Work? 166
A Recent Court Decision 167
Discrimination in €mployment 168
Recruitment Proctices 169
Screening Practices 170
Tracking Systems 171
Promotion Practices 172
Job Conditions: Sexual Harassment 174
Layoff and Seniority Practices 178
Income and €mployment 178
DISCRIMINATION IN HOUSING, LAW, AND POUTICS 179
Discrimination in Housing 179
Low and Politics 181
The Resurgence of Femininity 182
HAZARDS OF BEING MALE? 183
SUMMARY 184
STUDY QUESTIONS 189
KeEY CONCEPTS 189
PROJECT 190

PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN EDUCATION 191
THE GROWJING SCOPE OF €EDUCATION 192
ROQTS: THE DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 193
Immigrants 193
Public Schools in Urban Areas 193
High Schools 194
Humanistic Goals 195
Business Dominance 196
Labor-Movement Resistance 197



CONTENTS i

Tracking Systems 198
The Content of Schooling 199
I TESTING AND PUBLIC SCHOOUNG 200
Closs 200
Race Issues 201
HIGH SCHOOLS TODAY 203
Restlessness in Suburbia 203
Learning Consumerism 204
Teen Sitting 205
Discipline in the Classroom 205
Censorship in Public Schools 207
COULEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 208
Chonges 208
Tracking in Higher €ducation 208
Government, Corporations, and Universities 210
College Protest Movements 219
The Lasting Impact 213
DIPLOMRS, CREDENTIALS, AND “"HUMAN CAPITAL" 914
Qualifications and Credentials 9215
Backfires? 216
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND RELATED PROBLEMS 916
Schools for Black Americans 216
The Struggle for Desegregation 917
Housing and Schools “210
School Desegregation: Cultural Chawvinism? 990
A Note on Mexican Americons 991
SEXISM IN €EDUCATION 9299
€lementary and Secondary Schools 999
Higher €ducation 994
SUMMARY™ 995
NOTeS 997
STUDY QUESTIONS 230
KEY CONCEPTS 230
PROJECT 230

BASIC HEALTH STATISTICS 939

Death and lliness Rates 939

Health-Care Services 933

The High Cost 933
CAPITAUSM AND HIGH-TECHNOLOGY MEDICINE 934

The Bureaucratization of Medicine 934

Technology or Capitalism? 934

A New Focus 9236

Medical €ducation: The Move to Hospitals and Offices 937
HIGH TECHNOLOGY MEDICINE: BENEFITS AND PROBLEMS 239
HEALTH CARE: PRIVATE CONTROL AND PRIVATE PROFIT 241

Profits 241

Fee-for-Service Physicions 949

Corporate Profits 943

Private for-Profit Hospitals 943

Blood Bonks and Profit 945

PROBLEMS IN HEALTH AND MEDICAL CARE 931 7



viii CONTENTS

Drugs and Profits 246
Consumers, Drugs, and Advertising 247
Profits from the Third World 248
INCOME AND HEALTH 249
RACE AND SEX DISCRIMINATION 251
Race Discrimination 251
Sexism in Health Care 253
GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN HEALTH CARE 256
A Shift in the 1930s 256
The War on Poverty 257
Pressure for Cutting Costs 258
National Health Insurance 258
WARREHOUSES FOR THE AGED: THE NURSING-HOME INDUSTRY 259
Conditions 259
Nursing for Profit 2692
SUMMARY 262
NOTES 263
STUDY QUESTIONS 266
KeY CONCEPTS 266
PROJECT 266

PROBLEMS OF CRIME AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 267
TYPES OF CRIME 268
STReET CRIME 270
Official Statistics 270
Certain Dimensions of Street Crime 271
€xplaining Street Crime 272
Llow Wages and Unemployment 273
Crimes of Personal Violence 9274
CRIMES BY THE POUJERFUL 275
Corporate Crime 276
Major Studies of Corporate Crime 278
Who Poys? 279
Punishment 280
Other Nonstreet CGrime 282
CRIMES BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 282
The President's Men 282
The FBI ond IR 284
Corporations and Government 285
ORGANIZED CRIME, BUSINESS, AND GOVERNMENT 286
PROSECUTING CRIMINALS: THE CRIMINAL-JUSTICE SYSTEM 988
The Police 289
The Courts 290
Prisons and Jails 9298
Overcrowding: A National Scandal 294
Prison Riots 294
SEXISM AND RACISM 997
Sexism 297
Racial Subordination 298
Police and Policing 298
Courts and Prisons 301



CONTENTS ix

SUMMARY 303
NOTES 305

STUDY QUESTIONS 308
KeY CONCEPTS 308
PROJECT 309

PROBLEMS OF WORK AND AUENATION 310
DANGERS IN THE WORKPLACE 311
Accidents 311
Responsibility for Dangers 312
Dangerous €nvironments: Specific €xamples 313
Workplace Diseases 314
Chemical €xposure 316
Safety Requlation 318
The "Right-to-Know' Movement 321
Sweatshops in the United States 399
AUENATION AND WORK 323
The Concept of Alienation 323
Dissatisfaction with Work 324
The Health Impact 325
Desire for More Control 395
The Impact on Dignity and Self-Respect 326
Is White-Collar Work a Way Out? 327
Is High-Tech o Way Out? 329
RESISTANCE AND CHANGE IN THE LWUORKPLACE 330
The Fight for Better Wages and Conditions 331
Strikes 332
Worker Organizations: Unions 333
STRATEGIES FOR CONTROLUNG UJORKERS 335
Scientific Management (Taylorism) 335
Hierarchical Control 336
Automation and Technical Control 337
Capital Flight: Another Type of Social Control? 339
SUMMARY 340
NOTES 341
STUDY QUESTIONS 344
KEY CONCEPTS 344
PROJECT 344

ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AND DEGRADATION 346
Woater Pollution 346
Air Pollution 348
Disposal of Toxic Wastes 349
Lond Destruction: Strip Mining 351
Private Profits and Costs of Pollution 359
Citizens Fighting Pollution 353
Modest Government Action on Pollution 354
RESOURCE-DEPLETION PROBLEMS 356
€nergy Consumption and Waste 357
€nergy ond Inequality 359
Oil and €nergy Problems 359

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY CRISES 345 I 0



X  CONTENTS

ENERGY DEPLETION AND POLLUTION:
AUTOMORBILES, TRUCKS, AND BUSES 361

Pushing Cars and Trucks 361

The Decline of Mass Transit and Railroads 363
GROWTH AND TECHNOLOGY 364

Growth 364

Technology 366

The Limits of Technology: Agriculture around the World 367
THE €COLOGICAL CRISES AND CAPITALISM 369
SUMMARY 373
NOTES 374
STUDY QUESTIONS 376
HEY CONCEPTS 376
PROJECT 376

NUCLEAR POWER AND NUCLEAR WAR 377
NUCLEAR POWER 378
Maojor Problems 378
Nuclear Wostes 379
A Mojor Disaster? 380
Competitive Costs? 381
Overseas €fforts 389
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES 383
"Soft” versus "Hard" Technologies 383
Conservation 383
NUCLEAR WAR AND THE MILTARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 385
Wear in Historical Perspective 384
“Just War” Theory: The Making of an Ideology 385
Woar in the Nucleor Age 385
Action-Reation 387
The Military-Industrial Complex 388
"Weapons Welfarism™ 390
New Visions of Destruction 391
The Nuclear Power-Nuclear Weapons Link 391
NATO Superiority 392
ATTEMPTS TO PREVENT NUCLEAR WAR 394
The 1963 Test Ban Treaty 394
Current Arms-Control Proposals 394
SUMMARY 396
NOTES 397
STUDY QUESTIONS 398
KEY CONCEPTS 308

PROBLEMS OF A NUCLEAR AGE: ] I

PROJECT 399
URBAN PROBLEMS: THE CAPITALIST CITY 400 I 2
THE INTERNAL STRUCTURE OF CITIES 409

A Traditional Social-Science Approach 409

A Critical Power-Conflict Perspective 403
Shaping Central Cities 404
Meaking "Slums” 404



CONTENTS  xi

GOVERNMENT ACTION AND DEVELOPMENT WITHIN CTIES 405
Close Ties 405
Urban Renewaol and Revitalization 407
Other Government Progroms 411
URBAN REVITAUZATION: A NeUJ WAVE? 412
Gentrification 412
Condominium Conversion 414
WHY DO dTleS GROW AND DIE? 416
The Rise of Sunbelt Cities 416
fFiscal Crises in Frostbelt Cities 418
Austerity os a Strateqy 420
The Future: Crises in Sunbelt Cities? 429
SUMMARY 423
NOTES 424
STUDY QUESTIONS 496
KeY CONCEPTS 426
PROJECT 426

THE MASS MEDIA AND INFORMATION CONTROL 498
The Mass Media 428
PREPOUITICAL THOUGHT? 430
PEOPLE PROTESTING AND ORGANIZING FOR CHANGE 431
Women's Groups 433
Union Movements 434
Older Americans 437
Nonwhite Americans 438
The Consumer Movement 440
The Antinuclear Movement 440
Other Community Action Groups 441
Conservative and Reactionary Groups 446
Prospects for Progressive Gross-Roots Action 446
ALTERNATIVE SOCIAL SYSTEMS 447
Totalitarion Socialism 447
A Sociol-Welfare Stote 448
A Note on Government Intervention in the United States 451
Democratic Sociolism in the Hibbutz 452
THE POSSIBILTY OF €CONOMIC DEMOCRACY 453
American Socialism 454
Workplace Democracy 455
Views of Democratic Socialism and €conomic Democracy 457
Beyond Racism and Sexism 461
The Transitional Stage to €conomic Democracy 462
The Beneficial Impact of a Democratic €conomy 464
THe FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY 465
SUMMARY 468
NOTES 469
STUDY QUESTIONS 472
KeY CONCEPTS 472
PROJECT 472
INDEX 473

REMEDYING SOCIETAL PROBLEMS 427 I 3



