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Introduction

The present book deals with current issues of international environmental
law. The aim of this book is to present the problems which, although well-
known and widely written about, have not been entirely solved or remain
controversial or, regrettably, have become useful clichés. The present book is
not meant as a textbook or a comprehensive study of international environ-
mental law; it is a collection of essays which analyse certain concepts, such as
the precautionary principle and sustainable development, the legal charac-
ter, normative content and practical application of which are questionable.

The study is firmly rooted in international law. It will assess certain con-
cepts and principles of international environmental law from the point of
view of the general concepts of international law. Therefore the issues of
international environmental law are viewed in this study with international
law as the background and in close link with all its underlying principles.
The book relies on the work of the International Law Commission and
takes into account the relevant jurisprudence of international courts and
tribunals. Such an approach enables full understanding of the problems
involved. The book, when necessary, also presents the views of philoso-
phers. This is so, for instance, in relation to intergenerational equity, where
the philosophical background of the theory of John Rawls is necessary for
us to understand the whole concept of intergenerational equity.

Several areas of international environmental law will be examined, such
as the legal content of the precautionary principle and its applicability in
practice; the human right to a clean environment, whether it already exists
and is it in fact really a necessary right in order to address and redress
environmental problems of an individual (this question will be analysed in
particular within the context of the jurisprudence of the European Court
of Human Rights); the concept of intergenerational equity or intergenera-
tional rights, which is closely connected to the right to a clean environment
will be looked at from the point of view of its usefulness in practice; the
concept of sustainable development will be examined from the point of
view of its legal content (if any). The practice of States will be scrutinized,
for example, in relation to the national application of the precautionary
principle, and the author will rely on documents in languages other than
English, such as Polish or Russian.

Xvit



xviii Contemporary issues in international environmental law

In conclusion it may be said that the present book will deal with some-
what controversial and unclear issues of international environmental law.
The author does not purport to give the answers to problems dealt with,
but rather to identify the issues and their inconsistencies.

The author would like to express her gratitude to Mr Panos Merkouris
for the editing of the book and very useful comments on its first draft.



