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GENDER EQUALITY
Dimensions of Women’s Equal Citizenship

Citizenship is the comimon language for expressing aspirations to democratic and
egalitarian ideals of inclusion, participation, and civic membership. However, there
continues to be a significant gap between formal commitments to gender equality
and equal citizenship — in the laws and constitutions of many countries as well as in
international human rights documents — and the reality of women’s lives.

This volume presents a collection of original works that examine this persisting
inequality through the lens of citizenship. Distinguished scholars in law, political
science, and women’s studies investigate the many dimensions of women’s equal
citizenship, including constitutional citizenship, democratic citizenship, social citi-
zenship, sexual and reproductive citizenship, and global citizenship. Gender Equal-
ity takes stock of the progress toward — and remaining impediments to — securing
equal citizenship for women, develops strategies for pursuing that goal, and identifies
new questions that will shape further inquiries.

Linda C. McClain is professor of law and Paul M. Siskind Research Scholar at
Boston University School of Law. She is the author of The Place of Families: Fostering
Capacity, Equality, and Responsibility, which was praised as “the most careful and
comprehensive defense to date of the progressive liberal feminist position on the
civic role of families.” She is currently at work on a book on contemporary challenges
over regulating civil society titled Free and Equal Association. McClain is a former
faculty Fellow of the Harvard University Center for Ethics and the Professions.

Joanna L. Grossman is professor of law at Hofstra University, where she served as
associate dean for faculty development from 2004 to 2008. She has also taught at
Vanderbilt Law School and the University of North Carolina—Chapel Hill School of
Law and is a former recipient of a Women’s Law and Public Policy Fellowship. She
is an expert in sex discrimination law and has written extensively about workplace
equality, with a focus on issues such as sexual harassment and pregnancy discrim-
ination. She is a regular columnist for FindLaw’s Writ, an online source for legal
commentary.



Contributors
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Yale Law School. Before coming to UC-Berkeley, she was on the faculty at Cornell
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law and the emotions; with Professor Hila Keren, she is working on a book on the
relationship of law to the emotion of hope.

Kerry Abrams is associate professor at the University of Virginia School of Law,
where she is also the codirector of the Center for Children, Families, and the Law.
She received her BA from Swarthmore College and her JD from Stanford Law
School. Abrams teaches family law, immigration law, and feminist legal theory. Her
scholarship focuses on the intersection of immigration law and family law, including
issues of culture, citizenship, gender, and the state’s role in regulating marriage.

Regina Austin is the William A. Schnader Professor of Law at the University of
Pennsylvania and director of the Penn Program on Documentaries and the Law.
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the law and a production seminar in visual legal advocacy. She is a graduate of the
University of Rochester and the University of Pennsylvania Law School (cum laude,

Order of the Coif).

Beverley Baines is a professor in the Faculty of Law, head of the Department of
Women'’s Studies, and cross-appointed to the School of Policy Studies at Queen’s
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Introduction

Joanna L. Grossman and Linda C. McClain

"This book addresses a basic problem: a commitment to gender equality and to the
equal citizenship of women and men features in the constitutional, statutory, and
common law of many countries, as well as in international law and human rights
instruments. Yet there remains a palpable and, in some cases, stark gap between
formal commitments to the equal rights and responsibilities of men and women and
against discrimination and subordination based on sex and the gendered realities of
women’s lives. Few would deny that women around the globe — and the societies in
which they live — have made enormous progress toward the goals of gender equality
and equal citizenship, but neither would most claim that those goals have been
fully realized in life as well as in law. There continues to be ambivalence about and
resistance to equality as well as legal, political, and social obstacles to attaining it.

This book takes stock of the progress toward and remaining impediments to the
goals of securing gender equality and the equal citizenship of women and men. It
develops strategies for securing such goals and identifies new questions, theories, and
perspectives to help shape further inquiries about both gender equality and equal
citizenship. It brings together an interdisciplinary group of distinguished scholars
in law, political science, and women’s studies to investigate several dimensions of
women’s equal citizenship.

Why use the language of equal citizenship to guide this inquiry about gender
equality and the persistence of inequality? Why not simply talk about gender justice?
Quite simply, citizenship remains the common language for expressing “the highest
fulfillment of democratic and egalitarian aspiration.” Even more so, the term equal
citizenship conveys a society’s goals of equal status for all members of society and
its ideals of inclusion, membership, and belonging.® In his classic work on the
evolution of modern citizenship, sociologist T. H. Marshall referred to “an image of
an ideal citizenship against which achievements can be measured and towards which

' Linda Bosniak, The Citizen and the Alien: Dilemmas of Contemporary Membership (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2000), at 1.

* On the importance of “belonging,” see Kenneth L. Karst, Belonging to America: Equal Citizenship
and the Constitution (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1998).



