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Preface

This book was written primarily as a text for courses dealing with patrol procedures or patrol
operations and techniques.

Patrol officers are the backbone of any police department. They are the first line of defense
against crime. They must often possess the patience of Job and the wisdom of Solomon. This
book was written to assist them in their endeavor.

This book is not, nor was it intended to be, ‘“The Gospel According to George Payton and
Mike Amaral.”” Because individual people are so different, there is no one answer or method
of handling the innumerable problems which humanity creates for itself. Each person and
case is unique, and what is good for the goose is not necessarily good for the gander. The
procedures set forth in this book are the result of research, personal opinion, and experience.

Patrol officers must take heed of their departments’ policies, which usually reflect the needs
and feelings of the community in which they serve. Patrol officers must be continually alert
for new ideas and techniques that will assist them in their jobs. Officers can be in policework
for any number of years and still not know it all. They should plan on receiving knowledge
from all levels and all types of people. The authors have seldom taught a class in which they
did not learn something from the students.

Although there is no one situation which is exactly the same as another, they do tend to fall
into certain patterns, and there seem to be certain procedures and techniques that work better
than others. Common sense goes a long way in handling situations with which law
enforcement officers are confronted each day. To the new patrol officer, faced for the first
time with the realization of how much knowledge and skill is actually required to do modern
professional police work, this book is meant to serve as a guide and a reference.

Experience is a wonderful teacher, but in law enforcement, the price paid for experience can
be the officer’s life. This is too high a price to pay and is not really necessary. The very
essence of education is to profit from the mistakes of others. This means that we should start
where others have left off and not repeat their mistakes.

Because of more rigorous selection standards, the modern law enforcement officer is far
more capable of profiting from instruction than those in the past. Today’s officers are the
“new breed’’: better prepared psychologically for the challenge presented by a more dynamic
and demanding society. Citizens today expect more from law enforcement than at any time
in the past. It is the intent of all those associated with the field of law enforcement training
and education to see that these expectations are met.

G.T.P.
M.A.
1996
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