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Chapter 1

Introduction

Strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is a process that aims to
integrate environmental and sustainability considerations into strategic
decision-making. It has the potential to make the world a greener and
more liveable place. It also has the potential to be a dreary and
resource-intensive formality, applied in a grudging minimalist fashion
by people who just hate having to do it, adding still further to some
great useless administrative burden paid for by hapless taxpayers. This
book is intended to help people to set up good SEA processes and carry
out effective, efficient SEAs: it is a manual for SEA. It presents
straightforward SEA approaches and techniques that achieve the
objectives of SEA — green, equitable — but with a minimal burden.

Book structure

Part I of this book introduces SEA generally and three SEA systems in
particular:

* Chapter 2 explains what strategic actions and SEA are, and the
benefits and constraints of SEA.

* Chapter 3 presents an example of SEA to explain how the whole
process hangs together. It considers what aspects of SEA are crucial
and less crucial. It also presents a quality assurance checklist for
SEA.

* Chapter 4 discusses the development, requirements and issues
raised by the US National Environmental Policy Act of 1969,
European SEA Directive of 2004, and Chinese regulations on plan
environmental impact assessment (PGIA) of 2009. Appendices A
and B present the European and Chinese legislation in full.

Part II discusses techniques, approaches and issues related to different
stages of SEA:



