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PREFACE

THE ANTHOLOGY of British philosophers here published includes the
most important works of all the thinkers of recognized eminence in the
field from the time of Francis Bacon to that of John Stuart Mill. These
works are reprinted without omissions save in the case of Hobbes’
Leviathan, Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding, and Bent-
ham’s Principles of Morals and Legislation; even with these, more ma-
terial is contained than has usually been provided in the previously
available volumes of selections from these men. The first part of this
statement needs a slight modification in regard to Bacon’s Novum
Organum, where a portion of the concluding list of “prerogative in-
stances” is omitted. The standard editions have been used; in Locke’s
case additions made by the author -after the first edition of the Essay
have been indicated by square brackets. The punctuation adopted by the
authors has been retained, while the spelling and capitalization have
been modernized.

I wish to acknowledge a special indebtedness to Professor Gail Ken-
nedy of Amherst College for helpful suggestions as to the selections to
be included.

Ithaca, N. Y. E. A. BurtT
June, 1939



INTRODUCTION

by EpwiN A. BURTT

PuiLosorHY has something in common with the naive reflections in
which unsophisticated people engage, and with the abstract and exact
inquiries of science; there are also important differences between philoso-
phy and each of these modes of thinking. But the similarities and dis-
similarities naturally vary greatly according as we pursue one or the
other of these two lines of comparison. An excellent way of apprehend-
ing what essentially distinguishes philosophy is to embark briefly on
such a comparative study.

Persons untrained in habits of logical discrimination frequently ask
questions expressing curiosity not about this or that particular object
but about some very comprehensive or speculative problem. Such wonder-
ment is especially evident in the questions naturally asked by children
when they reach the age at which a generalized interest is possible. Few
parents, I suppose, have avoided the challenge to satisfy a youthful de-
sire to know who made the world, what our habitat was before we were
born, or why it is wrong not to submit to the restrictions which estab-
lished custom places upon childish impulse. And although even un-
sophisticated maturity comes to smile upon some such queries, it con-
tinues to ask the others, and adds to them equally general puzzles
which only a very precocious child would entertain. Whether our wak-
ing experience may not after all be nothing but a dream is one of these
additions; how a good God can permit evil in his world is another.

Now the fundamental feature in common between philosophy and
the uncritical reflections of common life lies just in the fact that both
raise such comprehensive and ultimate questions. Philosophers, as phi-
losophers, are not concerned with the detailed adjustments of means to
ends which nine-tenths of the time constitute the matter of everyday
thinking, nor with the satisfactions of curiosity about specific puzzling
occurrences which almost fill the remaining tenth. It is their business to
deal with the themes of vast and general scope, on which common sense
also occasionally theorizes, or problems involving peculiar difficulties
that no established technique is quite able to meet. But when philosophers
ask these questions they ask them in a different way—a way which be-
trays the acceptance of a kind of intellectual responsibility which the

ix



X INTRODUCTION

man in the street has not assumed. He has not assumed this respon-
sibility because he is unconscious of its absence, and has not learned that
wise discrimination in attacking these questions is necessary if the
quest is to escape futility, a discrimination only achieved through severe
logical training.

Thus, instead of inquiring “Who made the world?” the philosopher
will be more likely to ask: “How did the present order of events come
to be what it is?” Why the difference? Well, the reason for his dis-
satisfaction with the former of these two questions is twofold. In the first
place, he detects a serious ambiguity in the word “world,” which an
untrained mind may fail to note but which renders the question entirely
hopeless until it is removed. We often mean by “world” the entire com-
plex of entities and events, including those which have occurred in the
past or will occur in the future as well as those spread out before us in
the present. Now, if this is what the question means, it is obviously
inconsistent with itself and cannot possibly be answered. For the world
as thus defined contains within itself all beings who have ever made any-
thing as well as everything that has ever been made; it cannot therefore
permissibly be treated as an object of the verb “made.” We cannot
logically inquire into the origin of the world at all in this sense of the
term. On the other hand if we mean some partial selection from the
comprehensive totality just mentioned, what selection do we intend? No
particular part is clearly indicated by the word, and the question re-
mains quite indeterminate until it has been decided what part is meant.
Many people would doubtless mean that portion of the universe which
we call “physical,” but it cannot be assumed that all must do so.

In the second place, the philosopher observes the presence, in the
question “Who made the world?” of certain assumptions which he
knows are so debatable that others who have seriously reflected about
the matter will have no patience with him if he takes them for granted
without systematic justification. Even though he replace, then, the word
“world” by “the world of matter” or “the present order of events,” he
will be conscious of the possibility that it may not have been “made”
at all, but came to be what it is through some essentially different proc-
ess. This is the case even if he be a theist in his philosophy and therefore,
as far as his own thinking is concerned, regards the word “made” as
appropriately used in this connection. For since he is aware that some
of his readers will presumably not be theists, he realizes that it is in-
cumbent on him to formulate the question in such a way as not to imply
in advance any disputed answer to it; the considerations that support
his theism may appropriately be introduced only after the question has
been stated, and not by the form of the question itself. Otherwise many
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persons will toss his book aside without even considering what he has to
say.

This instance will serve as an illustration of what is meant by the
intellectual responsibility accepted by a philosopher that is usually not
consciously assumed by the man without logical training. They share
in common an interest in certain big and appealing problems; but the
philosopher has learned to discriminate between questions that may not
pertinently be asked and the more or less similar ones that may properly
be raised, as well as between ways of formulating queries that prejudge
the answer in an unfortunate manner and ways that are essentially im-
partial. Since the aims of intellectual discourse forbid the posing of
meaningless problems, and confusing a question with its subsequently
awaited answer, philosophy’s contribution here is in large part to clarify
unsophisticated discussion by showing how its perplexities should be
expressed; it need hardly be added, perhaps, that similar discriminative
acumen in its prosecution of their solutions is also displayed.

In the assumption of such intellectual responsibility lies the main
common feature which unites philosophy with science. The details of
approved scientific method vary greatly between different branches of
science, and even some of the more general aspects of exact inquiry
depend sufficiently on the distinctive nature of science so that we are
not surprised at their absence in philosophical investigations. But every
serious intellectual endeavor must needs respect certain general rules
of procedure which the undisciplined mind is apt to violate on occasion;
the whole history of reflective toil has been required to teach their neces-
sity in the guidance of man’s mind whenever he embarks upon any pur-
suit of dependable truth. These rules are precisely those which the
phrase “intellectual responsibility” is intended to embrace and imply;
they are exhibited in science as fully as in philosophy. Insistence on
clarity in the meaning of our terms, on consistency in the affirmations
made by the use of these terms, and on humble respect for all discover-
able facts that are relevant to the problems we are attempting to solve
—these are three of the most fundamental rules which must be applied
wherever genuine intellectual responsibility is accepted. Both the scien-
tist and the philosopher are aware of this necessity while the man ir the
street is usually not.

The major difference between science and philosophy lies in the cir-
cumstance that the former disavows the task of dealing with the kind
of question that is of common concern to philosophy and unsophisticated
speculation. The scientist, as such, refuses to take the entire universe as
his province. He confines his researches to limiied fields where the appli-
cability of accepted methods of analysis, measurement, and explanation
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appears to be assured. At times he proffers rather general theories, pur-
porting to account for large masses of fact, but these theories never
claim to embrace everything without exception, and they are normally
such as established procedures of verification are essentially competent
to test. When a theory transcends such limited generality, or when it
must devise its own method of verification, we have left the realm of
science for that of philosophy. It is a consequence of this latter restric-
tion that the scientist, as such, disclaims responsibility even for quite
specific problems whose form of statement implies entities or conditions
with which his techniques are powerless to deal. The question mentioned
above regarding the principles which rightfully govern our moral conduct
will illustrate this limitation. The anthropologist is prepared to tell us,
so far as available facts justify any conclusions, what restrictions on
human conduct have in fact obtained in this, that, or the other com-
munity at such and such a time, but if he is asked what restrictions
ought to obtain he will plead, in his capacity as scientist, at least, that
the word “ought” implies something that his scientific procedures are
powerless to handle—a normative standard quite irreducible to any
observed facts. Yet the question seems to be not only pertinently raised
but very important, deserving the most careful and logically responsible
discussion attainable. Lest the breach thus left open be abandoned en-
tirely to the uncritical judgments of common sense and the often dog-
matic, piously prejudiced pronouncements of theologians, philosophers
jump into it with the quest for such wise and disciplined evaluations as
a cautious, relatively impartial survey of the dependable goods of human
experience can at any time muster.

What, then, is philosophy? It is essentially the persistent effort to
transcend the limitations of science while respecting the fundamental
standards of intellectual attainment upon which science has come to
insist. It is a queer hybrid in the realm of reflective inquiry, produced
through the fertilization of the spontaneous speculations of common
sense about ultimate things by the responsible discipline of scientific
logic. The philosopher is a child in his open-eyed wonderment at the
world; a man of mature research in the critical and rigorous fashion in
which that wonderment is satisfied.

But the history of philosophy, in the West, at any rate, indicates that
this quest can be pursued under the influence of either of two major
alternative convictions. These convictions concern the relation between
knowledge and life. Philosophy purports to attain a generalized knowl-
edge; but what are the scope and significance of the wisdom it achieves?
Is philosophic understanding coextensive with the whole of man’s life
and experience, and is it the supreme accomplishment of which life at its
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best and fullest is capable? Or does life essentially transcend knowledge,
being a larger and more significant whole in relation to whose ends our
philosophic apprehensions should be viewed as subordinate though still
very valuable means?

Throughout the development of philosophy in ancient times a na-
tional difference may be detected in this regard between the Greeks and
the Romans. The most influential Greek thinkers took for granted the
first of these viewpoints. For them there was nothing in life that essen-
tially transcends the competence of reason; for them, moreover, rational
contemplation of the ultimate truth of things was the highest attainment
in human experience, the self-justifying good toward which all the
varied practical activities of life must be regarded merely as contributory
values. Life exists for the sake of the comprehensive insight that philoso-
phy can achieve; not insight for the sake of life. The Romans, on the
other hand, with their remarkable genius for administration and their
consuming interest in practical affairs, took, in general, the alternative
viewpoint. They cared little for metaphysics; the kind of speculation
which seemed to them most pertinent was moral and social philosophy,
seeking clarification of the significant goods and commanding duties of
life and providing the practical knowledge necessary to their fuller reali-
zation. For them the supreme faculty in man was not reason, but a duti-
ful will—a will disciplined by reason into respect for order, but still
ultimately focused upon the themes of practical endeavor rather than
the absorptions of metaphysical contemplation. The high-water mark of
Greek speculation was Platonic and Aristotelian ontology; of Roman
thought, the moral, political, and legal theories of Stoicism.

Now the same difference prominently reappears in modern philosophy,
although not, of course, in precisely the same form. French philosophy,
to be sure, is too variegated to be classified in these terms; it exhibits a
persistent metaphysical interest while practical concerns also are never
forgotten; a tendency to approach philosophy through sociological con-
siderations has been its most distinctive feature, especially during the
last century. But German and English philosophy continue, though in
a novel way, the speculative feud of the Greeks and Romans. German
thinkers have tended to adopt the same fundamental viewpoint regard-
ing the relation between knowledge and life as the Greeks; the merely
practical and utilitarian is for them a disparaged realm. One who allows
himself to be captivated by its appeal is thereby forfeiting something of
the rational dignity that rightfully pertains to man. The supreme task
of mind is to apprehend absolute and ultimate truth, which transcends
the limitations of phenomenal experience and the inevitable disappoint-
ments of practical endeavor. Man exists to know, not merely to do.
There are many exceptions, of course, but this has been the dominant
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quality of German philosophy from the time of Leibniz to the present.
And even the exceptions are often not unqualifiedly such. Kant, for
example, made moral practice supreme over metaphysical cognition, but
he also made an absolute and rational principle or law of practice supreme
over practice; reason for him is never instrumental to anything other than
itself.

In this exaltation of rational insight into ultimates the German
philosophers exhibit few of the detailed characteristics of the Greek
mind; once we descend from this basic common feature, differences are
far more prominent than similarities. The fresh pioneering curiosity,
forthright simplicity, and eager artistry of the Greek classics is re-
placed by a ponderous, professorial passion for system. We move in an
atmosphere of patient, conscientious manipulation of scholarly distinc-
tions and unifications, often lapsing into dull and lifeless pedantry.
That these differences should coexist with a common view of the nature
and task of philosophy is a rather surprising circumstance, yet it re-
mains true that for German as well as Greek, man lives to think and to
realize the fullness of reason; he does not just think to live.

English philosophy shares the practical temper of the Romans. Again
there are many exceptions, and again the manner in which this practical
temper displays itself is very different; in particular, it must be said
that while Rome produced few really first-rate philosophers in compari-
son with Greece, Great Britain has shown itself quite equal in philosophic
competence to the nations across the Channel. The most important dif-
ferences, of course, arise from the different distinctive genius of the
English people, together with the changed historical and cultural situa-
tion which their developing philosophy has been called upon to face.
Britishers express more generally and uncompromisingly than other
peoples the modern European emphasis on individualism and personal
freedom. Forswearing as rather unsportsmanlike the privilege of ex-
ploiting each other beyond what the rules of fair play would permit, they
find compensation in a more conscious and aggressive effort at the con-
trol of physical nature than other races have displayed, at least until
the latier learned the trick from them.

But a practical interest, directed into appropriate channels by these
circumstances, has been pervasive and fundamental in English philoso-
phy. Life, for the typical English thinker, essentially outreaches knowl:
edge and is far more inclusive. The assumption that the human mind car
comprehend the whole of things and rest secure in the contemplation of
ultimate truth strikes him as not only preposterous in the nature of the
tase, but grievously lacking in the humility appropriate to man’s finite
dtation and limited capacities. Mind—owr mind, the only mind we can
exercise—is simply not equal to the totality of the universe. Its knowl-
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edge is always partial and tentative, condemned to an indefinite process
of irregular growth in its exploration of the mysteries that surround it.
Moreover, there is something intrinsically opaque to reason about the
very existence of individual objects and the occurrence of particular
events—all that understanding can really do is to describe the regular
connections that experimentally obtain between these irrational and
arbitrary entities. Reason cannot swallow its objects wholesale and
digest their very substance; it can only trace their practically significant
relations. Finally, and most important of all, life, for the influential and
representative British philosophers, is more valuable than knowledge.
Its supreme and self-justifying end is not metaphysical insight, nor even
a balanced and well-rounded wisdom concerning man and his world, but
happiness. And what is happiness? In the eyes of these thinkers, it is a
state in which all the varied delights of which human nature is capable,
including the distinctive pleasures of the intellect along with others, con-
stitute a harmonious whole of enduring contentment, pain being re-
duced to a minimum and the intenser but more fickle joys subordinated
to those which promise constancy and display expansive power. The
pleasures of knowledge belong among these more dependable joys but
do not exhaust them, and they are not, therefore, of themselves, the
final human good to which everything else may be properly treated as
means. The rest of life does not exist for the sake of knowledge; rather,
knowledge exists for the sake of a happy life. Its relation to life as a
whole is both that of a significant part and a major instrument. Its role is
to clarify the supreme good by critical analysis, to point out the methods
suitable to its richer and wider attainment, and to contribute its own
distinctive satisfactions to that integrated complex of contentments which
the word “happiness” denotes.

Thus oriented, English philosophy has naturally been somewhat chary
of metaphysical speculations in the traditional sense of a science or theory
of reality as a whole. Its metaphysics typically reduces o epistemology,
and an epistemology written from an obviously practical standpoint.
British philosophers found it necessary to attack the problem of knowl-
edge, not primarily as a theoretical matter involved in a systematic in-
vestigation of reality, but as a means of justifying their concentration
upon practical concerns by showing the futility of any endeavor to ap-
prehend ultimate truth. Man’s knowledge, suited to his place and station,
is severely limited in its scope and legitimate pretensions; it is sufficient
to guide us toward the fulfillment of duty and the attainnsznt of happi-
ness, but not toward a final comprehension of the vast environment in
which our quest for happiness is set. On the positive side, the English
thinkers found an outlet for their philosophic interests in two main direc-
tions. On the one hand, they were profoundly concerned to provide an
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adequate methodology for the natural sciences which were developing
so rapidly during the period in which these philosophers lived. And the
methodology they offered, taking for granted a fundamentally practical
interpretation of scientific method, was for this reason empirical in its
foundation as contrasted with the rationalism of prevailing continental
philosophies of science. For them, explanation of an event, whatever
else it might be, must render possible successful prediction and control
of similar events in the future; now the difference between successful
and unsuccessful prediction cannot be tested by rational deduction but
only by experience of the predicted occurrence when it takes place.
Hence the final criteria of true explanation from this standpoint are
empirical. It is not enough that our ideas about an event be clear and
deductively consistent with whatever premises seem most reasonable.
Only when our direct perceptual commerce with it, in the most cautious
and searching exercise of eye, ear, and touch, fully approves, may we
pronounce an idea true. On the other hand, British philosophers were
eager to establish on secure foundations a sound moral and social
philosophy, and to indicate its main implications for a theory of politics,
of economic processes, of education, and of law. They wished to illumine
the legitimate ends of human conduct in the light of analyses of ap-
propriate means for their realization, and they participated actively in
reform movements which aimed to establish these ends in quite con-
crete ways. This aspect of English philosophy culminated in the moral
theory known as utilitarianism, which, partially anticipated by many
earlier thinkers, came to clear, systematic expression in the work of
Bentham and the Mills.

It should be noted again that in these summary characterizations we
are speaking of a dominant trend to which there are naturally many
exceptions. In fact, toward the end of the nineteenth century, under
the powerful influence of the German philosopher Hegel, the exceptions
seemed to have become the rule, and since then there has been no de-
cisive indication of a return to the earlier pattern of English thought.
But in this volume our concern is with English philosophy in the three
centuries that are now past; it is happily not our duty to attempt the
more difficult task of assessing its trends in the present or its promise
for the future.

At the beginning of the period which the present anthology covers,
this distinctive genius of English thought gained most vigorous expres-
sion in the context provided by the struggle of what we now call modern
science to gain an appropriate method. Francis Bacon’s main contribu-
tion to philosophy is an attempt to meet this need. He offered a com-
prehensive program for the complete renovation and redirection of



