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PREFACE TO VOLUME IV H

he first four sub-volumes (Parts) of Volume IV of this revised edition of

Rodd’s Chemistry nfCarhon Compounds are concerned with the chemistry
of organic compounds possessing in their structurc an isolated three-, four-
or five-membered ring in which a single hetero-atom is present. Parts E,
" F and G deal with the chemistry of the wider and more varied types of
compounds based on six-membered monoheterocyclic systems.

The first four chapters of the present sub-volume, IV H. are a contmuatlon
of this theme, the last two, however, are the opening chapters of the series
dealing with the next major group of compounds, namely, those based on a
six-membered heterocycle with two hetero-atoms in the ring.

Chapter 36, contributed by Dr. S. I'. DYKE, is — although its length may
appear to belie the statement — a concise account of the isoquinoline
alkaloids comprising a very wide range of compounds of great interest from
structural organic chemical and biochemical points of view. Chapter 37, by
Professor NeiL CAMPBELL, is concerned with a further basic type of hetero-
cyclic system to those already considered, in which a nitrogen atom is
situated at the junction of a system of two- or more fused-ring structures
having the hetero-atom in common, or in which-the hetero-atom forms the
bridge in a bicyclic structure. The following chapter by Professor H. C.S.
Woobp and Dr. R. WRIGGLESWORTH, describes the group of related natural
products, the quinolizidine alkaloids. The systematic treatment of six-
membered monoheterocyclic compounds containing a hetero-atom from
Groups V or VI B, is concluded with Chapter 39 by Professor CAMPBELL
in which he discusses fused-ring compounds containing two heterocyclic
rings each possessing a single hetero-atom.

" The last two chapters in this sub-volume, by Dr. MALGOLM SAINSBURY
are devoted, respectively, to the chemistry of six-membered heterocyclic
compounds containing in the ring two hetero-atoms from Group VI B
of the Periodic Table, i.e. oxygen, sulphur, selenium and tellurium, or one
element from this Group along with nitrogen in Group V.

Our knowledge of the chemistry of each of the classes of compounds
referred to above has greatly increased since the original edition of this book
was published; the volume of literature the contributors have needed to take
into consideration in preparing their scripts has been truly formidable. The
editor takes this opportunity to congratulate them, on the completion of
their tasks; on the way they have presented the results of their labours and
to thank them for their help and cooperation in preparing the scrlpts for -
publication.

March 1978 ’ S. COFFEY
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