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INTRODUCTION

Having existed in its present form for a mere fifty years,
manga might at first glance seem like a relatively new
artform. However, the roots of this “contemporary” art
can actually be traced back as far as the nineteenth
century. At that time, ukiyo-e was emerging, a form of
Japanese print made with blocks carved from wood. One
of the most prevalent artists of this period was Hokusai.
His iconic images, so representative of Japanese art of the
time, showed scenes of daily life involving men, women,
and animals. It was Hokusai himself who coined the term
“manga,” which has been literally translated to mean
“whimsical pictures,” “involuntary sketches,” and even
“irresponsible pictures.” Under the influence of Western
comic styles, the ukiyo-e artform evolved to become
what we now regard as modern-day manga. Hokusai
would make way for Tezuka, whose early creations

(such as Astro Boy) have often been named as the

true beginnings of what we now know as manga.

Manga’s massive appeal today is often credited to the
sheer breadth of its content. Modern manga will tell
stories of the fantastical, the futuristic, the romantic,
and the humdrum. The wealth and variety of the stories
and styles mean that manga can provide something

for everyone. Whatever your age or interest, there

will be a series out there for you.

Moving from history to the present day, the book you

now hold in your hands will be your introduction to the
world of manga. Tutorials in the first half of the book will
provide you with some quick and easy steps to launch you
into the world of manga character design and illustration.
Though manga is a fun and diverse form that

relies largely on your own creativity,

it never hurts to know a few basic
rules before starting out. From simple
structure to color theory, this book
will see you on your way. Whether
you are a newcomer to the vast
world of manga artwork or an
experienced artist looking to try
something different, this book will
provide you with the foundations
that you need. And, of course,
there’s the accompanying CD.
By using the line-art images
included on the CD and

following the simple step-

by-step instructions, you will
be able to create full-color

manga pictures with ease.




On the CD you will find a
variety of characters and
accessories. Whether you
are an experienced artist
or someone trying their
hand at manga design for
the first time, there will be
something here for you.
We have done most of the
hard work for you, so you
will be able to create your
own characters in a matter
of minutes. It's as simple as
selecting the look you want,
assembling the sections
of line-art you like, and
throwing in a splash of color!
You can use the provided
illustrations as building blocks
to create your own characters
and then add color digitally
via your computer. Or you can
print off your linework and
use inks, pencils, or paints
to bring your pictures to

vibrant life. The CD enables
you to create an assortment
of characters ranging from
heroic fighters to terrifying
monsters, with a huge
variety of faces, bodies, and
accessories to fully customize
your design. A vast array of

possibilities lies ahead of you:

You can design men, women,
machines, angels, demons,
and a whole host of other
characters.

You are only limited
by your imagination!




Taking it further
There’s no need to feel
constrained to using the
line-art provided on the disc.
In time, you may find that
you have your own ideas

for characters. Perhaps you
will have an accessory in
mind that is not on the CD.
You can use your experience
with this package as a guide
to creating your very own
designs. Incorporate your
own line-art with the images
provided on the CD to give
you even more variety. When
you feel confident enough,
you may even want to create
an entire cast of characters
and go as far as putting them
into your very own manga
story. Either way, you will be
able to use this package to
gain experience and insight
into how a manga character
is put together. Enjoy yourself
and apply your creativity to
what has been provided and
you’re on your way.
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Accessories

Over 120 accessories for male or female characters.
There are instructions for using them on page 23,
and they are shown on pages 126-127.

Backgrounds
Six fantastic backdrops on which to place your newly
created manga characters (see pages 120-125).

Characters

The meat of the disc—19 characters provided as
Photoshop-compatible layered PSD files. By turning
layers on and off (see pages 20-25) you can create
literally millions of different combinations.

Macintosh Photoshop Elements® Tryout/
windows Photoshop Elements® Tryout

A 30-day trial version of Adobe’s Photoshop Elements
program for either Macintosh or PC. Simply open the
appropriate folder for your computer, double-click on
the file contained within, and follow the on-screen
instructions. This software is © Adobe Systems Inc.









INTRODUCTION
TO DIGITAL ART

The use of computers in the production of art has
revolutionized the way artists work and has made

it very easy to create professional-quality images.
Fast and powerful computers are already a fixture

in many households, and art-focused peripherals have
become incredibly popular. This, combined with the
improvements in software, has made it easier than
ever before to create fantastic manga artwork.

Computers like the one in that field recently, and we
shown are capable of many can use the results—powerful
things—storing your music applications like Photoshop—
library, editing your videos, to our advantage. You may
and, most significantly from already have access to most,
our perspective, editing if not all, of the equipment
images. There has been a shown. If not, it can all be
great deal of development acquired relatively cheaply.

Even Photoshop itself is now
available in a cut-down form
called Photoshop Elements.
For the purposes of this book,
everything can be achieved
with this significantly

less expensive program.
Elements will also show you
the color-coded layers we’ve
used to make the creation

of manga characters as easy
as possible, though it won't
let you change the color
codes. From a professional
perspective, the full version’s
CMYK facilities and masking
tools are invaluable, but at
home you'll just be able to
draw, color, and have fun
with either.




Mouse

Every computer has a
pointing device, but it is
worth making sure you have
a good one if you intend to
use it for artwork. Ideally,
you should use a laser- or
LED-based mouse. These
are much more precise than
traditional ball-based mice,
and won’t jam or become
slow. Their other advantage is
that they don’t require such
frequent cleaning to operate
reliably. The only drawback
is that they can be a bit
picky about the surface they
operate on.
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Graphics Tablet

Although it takes a little
practice, it's much easier to
draw and color on a computer
if you're using a graphics
tablet. Many different brands
and types of tablets are
available. When buying a
tablet, consider the software
that is bundled with it, and
whether or not the pen
requires batteries. Although
some popular brands can

be more expensive, their
quality and reliability can
more than justify the cost.

manga arn by Dock

Inkjet Printer
Color printing is now very
cheap and high quality, and
it's certainly worth buying
a color inkjet to see your
creations on paper. Even
relatively cheap printers are
able to create good quality
prints, and quality can be
improved considerably with
the use of photographic
paper (so long as you set
the appropriate options in
your printer’s software).
It’s worth knowing that
certain colors will look
different when printed than
on a monitor. Many shades
of purple will look different
in print, as well as bright
shades of blue and yellow,
but your pictures will look
great regardless of this
small inaccuracy.

Internet

The Internet has made it
much easier for artists to
share their work than ever
before. By publishing your
artwork on the net, you can
get immediate feedback
and impressions from other
manga enthusiasts. It's
also possible to get advice
and support when trying to
improve your skills. Looking
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Laser Printer

Although laser printers—
particularly the more
affordable ones—are usually
only black and white, they do
have some advantages over
inkjets. The lines are often
crisper and the printing speed
is significantly faster. Most
importantly, the ink from a
laser printer is waterproof
and alcohol resistant. This
means that printed pages
can be handled without

risk of being smudged by
fingers, which is great for
comic pages. It also means
that it is possible to use
markers to color in your
characters, without risk of
the ink smudging. Inkjet inks
would mix with the pens
and run (one way round

this is to use a photocopy).

at other people’s work

can be both inspiring and
informative when learning
skills like computer coloring,
and it's often possible to ask
artists questions about how
specific illustrations were
made. Be sure to make the
most of this great resource
and allow the whole world to
see your manga creations.




