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PREFACE AND
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

S A YOUNG SCHOOLBOY, growing up in the nonorthodox environ-

ment of an outer London suburb during the early 1950s, I was se-
riously perplexed when a gentile classmate, with whom I had often
played, buttonholed me with the startling accusation that we Jews reg-
ularly engaged in acts of ritual sacrifice. I could only deny the charge by
lamely responding that [ had never been witness to such an occurrence
nor indeed until that moment ever heard of its existence. My classmate
gave me a quizzical glance expressive of complete disbelief and informed
me that it must be true as his knowledge of it came with the authority
of his parents. A few days later, he again accosted me with a similar
allegation, declaring that his father had since related to him how it was
well known that the Jews commonly sacrificed young Christian children
in their temple, although he had conceded that in recent times they had
been constrained to the use of domestic animals. His mother, my fellow
pupil added, had as a consequence of this disclosure insisted that from
now on we boys no longer visit each other’s houses nor even play to-
gether. Needless to say, after that he and I were hardly destined to con-
tinue as friends!

When I inquired of my own parents to confirm or refute the dreadful
aspersion that my erstwhile playmate had leveled against those of our
faith, they peremptorily dismissed it and assured me that I should not
believe such silly nonsense. Although I fully accepted their word that
what I had heard was but a flagrant concoction, I still remained perplexed
and slightly hurt. It was only when I was considerably older and maybe
a little wiser that I began to understand that the accusation made with
such callow impunity was neither more nor less than a still-intact ves-
tige of a much larger myth concerning the Jews that had persisted, per-
haps increasingly on the fringes of Christian culture, for many hundreds
of years. The continuity of this myth from the late Middle Ages through
the “longer” eighteenth century, approximately 1660 to 1830, and the
growing challenge to its veracity, pointing by the end of the period to its
fragmentation more than its demise, furnishes the subject of this book.
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The focus of my research is the existence of three remarkable collec-
tions of English books and pamphlets relating to the Jews. These are the
Israel Solomons Collection in the Library of the Jewish Theological Sem-
inary of America (New York), at which I was granted a research fellow-
ship during the autumn of 1985, the Mocatta Collection (University
College Library, University of London), and the Roth Coellection (Broth-
erton Library, University of Leeds). In addition, extensive use has been
made of graphic material in the British Library (Department of Prints
and Drawings), the Library of Congress, and the privately owned col-
lection of Mr. Alfred Rubens. The British Library, the Folger Library
(Washington), the library of the Shakespeare Institute (Stratford and Bir-
mingham), and the New York Public Library are among other collections
that have provided essential—and often unique—material for study.
Given their present rarity and diffusion, I have deliberately utilized ex-
tensive quotation from the works I have read to provide the staple for
much of my discussion. In my employment of visual material, partic-
ularly satirical prints, I have in many cases endeavored to untie the
narrative elements of the cartoon rather than discussing those more
distinctly aesthetic qualities that might intrigue the professional art
historian.

The pamphlets, prints, and so on, that [ have examined are consid-
erably more valuable as indicators of English attitudes toward the Jews
than necessarily presenting an accurate or truthful depiction of the Jews
themselves. Works of the kind can often tell us far more about the en-
demic beliefs and prejudices of those who are the stereotypers than they
can reveal about the stereotyped. In a primitive sense, many of the ster-
eotypical attitudes that were accepted as “facts” about the Jews during
the eighteenth century prefigure similar forms of prejudice toward
minority groups in the twentieth century. Although we would risk im-
plicating ourselves in a reductive trap by assuming too readily that anti-
Semitism diminished while approbation of the Jews was augmented
during the period under study, it is apparent that their renewed presence
in England called into question and sometimes attenuated many biases
and assumptions once accepted more or less verbatim by the host popu-
lation. In this sense, the study of the historical and literary representation
of the Jew as “Other” provides an appropriate paradigm for our own age
and for present-day research into patterns of ethnic discrimination.

The nine chapters of the book are conceived thematically, although
their sequence here is to a large extent determined by chronology. For
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readers seeking preliminary signposting, the following is a very general
Synopsis:

In the opening chapter, “‘Stereotypes,” I review several recent ideas
on stereotyping, taken chiefly from theories current in social psychol-
ogy, and endeavor to place these within the broader domain of cultural
studies through referral to the innovative approaches posited by Edward
Said, Sander L. Gilman, and others. The chapter is concerned to translate
such ideas, particularly that of the Jew as Other, into a coherent meth-
odology for the study of the stereotyping of Jews within the “longer”
eighteenth century as a whole.

“Jews and Devils” (chapter 2) is a backward glance, examining the
evolution of anti-Semitic stereotyping during the late Middle Ages and
Renaissance period when (with the occasional exception of a few secret
believers) no Jews lived in England. Despite—or perhaps partly because
of—their absence, the rituals and practices of the Jews were frequently
viewed in popular taxonomy as diabolically inspired. An earlier version
of this chapter has appeared in Literature and Theology (March 1990)
and I am grateful to the journal’s editor, Dr. David Jasper, for permission
to expand and reprint it here.

The focus of “Following Readmission’’ (chapter 3) is on the period
from 1655 through the early eighteenth century, when the traditional
diabolized stereotype was implicitly challenged by the renewed presence
of actual Jews. The chapter examines also the demographics of the Jew-
ish community, the imagined threat that it posed to the status quo in
England, the verbal and proverbial employment of the word “Jew,”” and
the perceived distinction between “‘rich” (Sephardi) and “poor’’ (Ash-
kenazi) Jews.

““Wandering Jew, Vagabond Jews’’ (chapter 4) juxtaposes the imaginary
and the real. It examines the iconography of the Wandering Jew and
shows how actual Jewish pedlars were interpreted as living proof of
God’s declared intention that those who were once his chosen people
should be granted no respite until they came finally to recognize the
“true’’ Messiah. The chapter also introduces a discussion of the literary
representation of the Wandering Jew in the eighteenth century and of
the dialectal peculiarities of the language of pedlars.

In “Conversion” (chapter s5), I look selectively at the very large body
of pamphlet literature concerned with the endeavors of Christians to
proselytize the Jews. The chapter pursues some of the arguments that
were put forward by way of persuasion and at the treatment of converted
Jews. It also examines the repeated fears of many Christians that the
Jews were conniving to convert them. Parts of this chapter were origi-
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nally presented as papers, “Conversion and Infanticide” and “Jews
and Christian Jews” at annual meetings of the American Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies (ASECS) in Pittsburgh, Pa., April 1991, and
in Charleston, S.C., March 1994.

““Ceremonies’’ (chapter 6) shows how anti-Semitic discourse in the
eighteenth century proposed as witnessed fact a bizarre ““alternative’”
liturgy and barbaric observance that it, quite unashamedly, ascribed to
the Jews. In particular, it concentrates on the perverse representation of
Jewish dietary laws (Jews as secret lovers of pork), circumcision, and the
ritual murder myth.

“'Ev’ry child hates Shylock’”” (chapter 7) traces the history of the per-
formance of The Merchant of Venice from the time of Shakespeare to
the early nineteenth century. It appraises George Granville’s adaptation
of the play and the revival by Charles Macklin of Shakespeare’s play with
Shylock as the inveterate diabolized Jew. It shows how outside the
drama Shylock became a kind of cipher revealing deeply embedded anti-
Semitic sentiments, and the reaction to this from the late eighteenth cen-
tury. A version of this chapter, “Money and Macklin’s Shylock,”” was pre-
sented as a paper at the annual meeting of ASECS in Minneapolis in 199o0.

In “The Jew Bill” (chapter 8), I examine the Act of 1753 and the ple-
thora of tracts and satirical cartoons spawned by the ill-fated venture by
the Pelham administration to naturalize certain Jews. The chapter re-
views the reappearance in many of these pamphlets and prints of tra-
ditional anti-Semitic stereotypes and the longer term effect of the repeal
of the act. As the bill was specifically intended to aid a small number of
affluent Sephardim, this chapter also explores the representation of the
Jew as plutocrat.

“Toward Emancipation’’ (chapter 9) investigates the extent to which
the presence in England of actual Jews and awareness of them might
have contributed to the presumed evolution of more liberalized attitudes
in the early nineteenth century. Taking particular examples from Cob-
bett and Dickens, it also considers the persistence of forms of anti-
Semitic stereotyping into the nineteenth century.

Finally, the Epilogue is an attempt to contextualize. It assesses
whether (as has been claimed) attacks against the Jews should be under-
stood by and large as the rhetoric of the age and little different from
similar diatribes against other national and religious minorities all too
common in English cultural discourse of the eighteenth century.

As well as the institutions already mentioned, my work has been val-
uably served by the following libraries: Birmingham City Reference
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Library; Chetham’s Library, Manchester; Avery and Butler Libraries,
Columbia University, New York; Leeds City Reference Library; Leeds
(Private) Subscription Library; Public Record Office, London; Senate
House Library and the Institute of Historical Research, University of
London; John Rylands Library, University of Manchester; New York
Public Library; Bodleian Library, Oxford; Firestone Library, Princeton
University; Jean and Alexander Heard Library, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville. I am grateful to the staff at the University of Leeds Audio-
Visual Service for their assistance with photography.

Among individuals whose insight and knowledge have helped to il-
luminate my own thinking I should like in particular to thank the fol-
lowing: Joel Baer; Douglas Bethlehem, Paul-Gabriel Boucé; Therese
Boyd; Douglas Charing; Evelyn M. Cohen; Nina Collins; Margaret
Doody; Bonnie Ferrero; Terry Friedman; Sander L. Gilman; Suzy Halimi;
the late James H. Heineman; Nora Howland; Herb and Evelyn Jaffe;
Douglas Jefferson; Sharon Liberman Mintz; David Lindley; Irma Lustig;
the late Alexander Marx; Peter Meredith; Derek Nuttall; Irene Roth;
Alfred Rubens; Tony St. Quintin; Judith Samuel; Agnes Sherman; Judith
Stark; Loreto Todd; Jack Watt; Donez Xiques. I feel confident that none
of those thanked here will feel even remotely slighted by my dedicat-
ing the book to my best advocate and most scrupulous critic, my wife
Carole.



ANTI-SEMITIC
STEREOTYPES



CONTENTS

List of Illustrations ix

Chronology xi

Preface and Acknowledgments xiii
Introduction 1

I. Stereotypes 10

2. Jews and Devils 27

3. Following Readmission: Evolving Stereotypes
4. Wandering Jew, Vagabond Jews 8
§. Conversion 90

6. Ceremonies 123

7. “Ev’ry child hates Shylock” 158
8. TheJewBill 187

9. Toward Emancipation 215
Epilogue 245

Notes 261

Bibliography 319
Index 339

40



