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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

1.1 Background

The movement toward African Unity, as embodied in Pan-Africanism,
emerged in the Caribbean and the United States in the late 19th century.
Since, then Africans have been striving to forge unity, because the unity of
Africa is seen as the only strategy that has the potential to ensure
sustainable development and true independence for the continent. However,
the African governments’ general desire to keep colonial boundaries and
their support for gradualist or step-by-step approach toward integration is
among the main factors for the delay of a possible formation of the United
States of Africa’.

Today Africa is facing a number of problems. These include wars (intra and
inter state), severe poverty, genocidal conflicts, crises of economic and social
policies, state failure and political decay, epidemics, rampant corruption,
over dependency, indebtedness and marginalization. Moreover, in the 21st
century, Africa’s relations with the outside world remain unbalanced; rather
the exploitation of Africa continued in a systematic manner aggravating the
already worse political, social and economical problems. Nevertheless,
amidst this chaos, the answer for the question as to how Africa can
overcome these developmental challenges is often uncertain and

controversial.

In general, there are two options for African states to enhance their position
in the international arena and tackle their developmental challenges. The
first option is to continue pursuing progressive partnership with foreign

powers individually. This has been the dominant discourse in the post-



colonial African; but African countries are still ravaged by hunger,
starvation, ignorance, unemployment, conflict that show no sign of abating.
This indicates that the road traveled along this path has been disappointing
and in no way can benefit the poor African states. The second option is to
opt for continental unity. The unification of Africa in the contemporary
world is the only choice to ensure lasting economic independence,
prosperous future, peace and security as well as a better position in the
international arena. Thus, pressure on African countries to revive the

continental integration agenda is growing.

1.2 Statement of the Problem
Some critics see the struggle for African unity as a racist struggle designed
to claim ‘black supremacy’, or ‘black power’ relating to the origin of the Pan-
African ideal in the Western Hemisphere. However, the struggle for African
unity, on the contrary, is against racism, human suffering and exploitation.
African unity is a struggle that includes the whole of African unity, on the
contrary, is against racism, human suffering and exploitation. African unity
is a struggle that includes the whole of African continent and people of
African-descent across the globe. It is humanist in outlook, which stands
against inequality, exploitation, colonialism in both its overt and converts
guises. This is one of the main misconceptions about the struggle for
African unity. The movement toward African Unity will help uplift humanity

as a whole, by eradicating racism and greed (egocentrism).

The leading concepts i.e. Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance aim at
clarifying such misconceptions about the African unity ideal. The other
major controversies revolve around the feasibility of African unity ever
becoming a reality. Afro-pessimists in this regard out rightly reject the
possibility of a unified Africa ever becoming a reality. Therefore, they

consider the struggle for African unity destined to fail. However, opponents



of the African unity ideal often fail to provide alternative pragmatic
development strategy for Africa. Nevertheless, African unity is expected to
rally Africans together against their common enemies i.e. poverty, over
dependency, neo-colonialism, conflict, foreign intervention etc. It also urges
Africans to develop their own developmental agenda and eradicate the

tradition of dependency.

Paradoxically, Afro-pessimists tend to advise Africans to follow the footsteps
of the white man and aim to forge a lasting partnership with the Western
powers putting aside the unification agenda. However, this study questions
these Afro-pessimists; has any policy that came out of the Western world be
it Mercantilist, Keynesian, Socialist, Liberal, Neo-Liberal etc ever benefited
Africa? The answerer is No. In fact, many of the causes for Africa’s
underdevelopment and instability pertain to the continent’s foreign
relations: slavery, colonialism, neo-colonialism, SAPs, globalization etc. all of
which resulted in unbalanced relations, political marginalization and
dependency. It is, therefore, naive to expect the West to provide genuine
help for Africa to stand on her feet. Thus, the question arises; can African
countries benefit in continuing to form alliances individually with the West?
The answer is again a firm No. so what is the solution? The solution, as this

study attempts to address and analyze, lies in the unification of Africa.

The other controversy concerning the issue of unity is related to the
continent’s attempt at integration. Critics see the various attempts made so
far to realize the African unity idea as evidences for its failure. However, it
should be noted that integration is ‘a process, not an act’, which requires
time. Therefore, this study considers the previous attempts as steps
(evolutionary) toward the ultimate achievement of the United States of

Africa.



1.3 Hypothesis

Africa has been suffering rigorous and harsh setbacks in its quest for
sustainable development and lasting peace and security, mainly because of
its disunity. Without continental unification, it will be impossible for African
states to overcome the various developmental challenges and become a

powerful force in world politics.
The hypothesis of this study is

e In the post-independence period, Africa’s inability to overcome the
various developmental challenges and become a powerful force in the

world politics is mainly due to the fragmentation of Africa.

1.4 Research Question
This study attempts to answer the following question:

e What is the relationship between Africa Unity and development?

e Why African Unity is important in today’s Africa?

e What roles are African leading concepts i.e. Pan-Africanism and African
Renaissance playing with regard to unity?

e What is the role of OAU, AU, RECs etc in facilitating African Countries
towards unity?

e What is the significance of attempts at integration?
e What are the main challenges for Unification of Africa?
e What are the prospects for unity?

1.5 Objectives
The main objectives of this study are:

¢ To address the importance of African unity in contemporary Africa.

¢ To study the evolution of African unity.



s To examine the rationale and relevance of African unity.
e To evaluate the various steps of OAU, AU, RECs etc. with regard to unity.
e To analyze the main challenges for unification of Africa,

e To identify opportunities that favor unification.

1.6 Significance of the Study

The study will significantly contribute in addressing the important role
continental unity can play in overcoming Africa’s developmental challenges.
Hence, this study addresses the necessity of continental integration for
Africa and inspires African scholars and policy makers to increase their
efforts including a way out of suffering and dependency for the people of the
continent. As the adage goes, ‘Unity is Strength’; thus, this study
encourages African intellectuals to focus their attention in matters, which
bring African people together. It also aims at informing and inspiring
decision makers that Africa is at a crossroad in history. In addition, it might
help as a springboard for other researchers concerned with the issue of

Africa.
1.7 Methodology and Methods

Social Science research is both descriptive (fact gathering) exercise and
analyzing resources. In addition, the argumentative approach also helps to
clarify things in more detail. To address the importance of African unity the
researcher has been engaged in gathering the necessary data and
information, which would help to analyze the different concepts and
strategies that remove around African unity. This study employed different

methodologies i.e. descriptive, analytical and argumentative.

The preferable method for this research is largely qualitative method. This is
in one hand due to the limited availability and unreliability of the

quantitative sources in many areas in Africa. In the other hand, the



qualitative method will enable to analyze a wide range of areas. However,
quantitative methods are also used. Most of the sources for the research are
secondary with a few primary sources. The secondary sources used in the

study include books, journals, and unpublished documents.

1.8 Scope and Limitation of the Study

The study begins with examining the main conceptual themes related to the
idea of Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance. It describes the origin,
nature and critics of these ‘theories’. In doing so, it explains why unification
is significant for Africa. In addition, it develops the main arguments for the
needs and urges for continental unification. It also touches upon the
various attempts made at unification, and analyzes the degree of unity in

Africa.

In due course of the research, many problems have influenced the further
development of this study. First, the amount of time given to this thesis was
not enough to gather all the necessary information that would have helped
in consolidating the study. Second, the scarce availability or unavailability
of books and important journals has limited the researcher’s study. The cap
put on the number of pages of this study have tied the researcher’s hands
form covering various aspects of this study in detail. Financial constrains
have limited the researcher’s capability to travel and interview intellectuals

who have directly or indirectly been involved in African affairs.

1.9 Organization of the Study
This study attempts to address the importance of unification in Africa. The

study is divided into five main chapters. The first chapter deals with



background issues and technical aspects. The second chapter is divided
into two main parts. The first part of the chapter, the conceptual framework,
discusses the origin and nature of both Pan-Africanism and African
Renaissance, the second part of the chapter mainly focus on the literatures
of Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance. The third chapter attempts to
address the economic, political, military, cultural and global significance of
continental integration and examines the cases for and against African

unity.

Chapter four focuses on attempts made at forging unity. It also discusses
the present developments in the institutionalization of the ideal for African
unity. The last chapter analyzes the major external and internal challenges
that appear to hinder and delay the continental integration process in
Africa. The second section of the chapter however ate, to attempts identity
the current opportunities that seem to hasten the integration discourse in

Africa. At the end, conclusion based on the study is present.



CHAPTER TWO

Conceptual Framework and Literature Review

2.1 Conceptual Framework

Pan-Africansim and African Renaissance

There is no concise definition of Pan-Africanism. In a narrow sense,
however modern Pan-Africanism can be defined as a ‘political movement
for unification of Africa’ (Keep, 7:1974). The origin of African Unity as an
ideal comes from Pan-Africanism. However, Pan-African movement, which
started in the Caribbean and North America, was initially associated
mainly with the struggle for equality, justice and ‘cultural survival’
(Nabudere, 2001:20), gradually adopted the notion of African Unity as its
main strategy to enhance the Africans condition. It was in fact the
“resistance against enslavement and oppression” that created “the first key
link for the African Unity and the emergence of Pan-Africanism as a
conceptual framework of the common struggles of the African people . . .
everywhere” (ibid: 21). But, it was the Fifth Pan-Africanism Congress,
which held in Manchester, England in 1945 that made direct relationship
between Pan-Africanism, independence and African Unity (Mathew, 1998:
154). Despite the diverse nature of African societies, there are many

common elements which continue to enable pursue African Unity.

Most of the ‘ingredients’ for unity are contained in Pan-Africanism. Among
these according to Nkrumah “the sense of one-ness in that we are
Africans” (Nkrumah, 1963: 132) is an important element. In addition to
common economic interest as Mazrui articulated Africa Unity is “the

ultimate inspiration behind Pan-Africanism [in] a desire to see Africa



