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Editor’s Note

Volume 4 of Advances in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine included a
chapter written by Robert E. Anderson, M.D. and Rolla B. Hill, M.D., en-
titled “Pathologists and the Decline of the Autopsy.” The publisher has re-
cently received correspondence voicing concerns that Drs. Anderson and
Hill have made disparaging comments about international medical gradu-
ates (IMGs) in this chapter. The letters have been few, but I wish to ac-
knowledge them and point out that it was never the intention of Drs.
Anderson and Hill to impugn the reputation, character, or abilities of inter-
national medical graduates. Rather, I feel that their message was one of
indignation at the mistreatment of some of these physicians at the hands of
American pathologists. | regret that the article was susceptible to the alter-
native interpretation made by the correspondents. I would encourage
readers to review The Autopsy— Medical Practice and Public Policy for a
more detailed discussion of the decline of the autopsy.?

Ronald S. Weinstein, M.D.
Editor-in-Chief

1. Hill RB, Anderson RE: The Autopsy— Medical Practice and Public Policy. Boston, Butter-
worths, 1988.

2. Weinstein RS: The Autopsy—Medical Practice and Public Policy. Hill RB, Anderson RE
(book review). Mod Pathol 2:182—183, 1989.
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Publisher’s Preface

We are pleased to welcome Ronald S. Weinstein, M.D., as the new Editor-
in-Chief of Advances in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine. Dr. Wein-
stein served as Associate Editor for the first four volumes of the series. His
talents and commitment to the series will help ensure the continuing qual-
ity of the series. We look forward to seeing Advances in Pathology and
Laboratory Medicine evolve under his leadership through the 1990s.

Joining the Editorial Board as Associate Editor is Anna R. Graham,
M.D., Professor of Pathology at the University of Arizona. Dr. Graham will
work closely with Dr. Weinstein in editing each volume.

Mosby—Year Book bids farewell to Cecilia M. Fenoglio-Preiser, M.D.,
who served as Editor-in-Chief for the first four volumes and who remains
on the Editorial Board for Volume 5, her last year. We thank her for her
tenure as a guiding force on Advances in Pathology and Laboratory Med-
icine.

We also wish to introduce two esteemed individuals who will begin serv-
ing as editorial board members beginning with volume 6. As members of
the Board, Leonard Jarett, M.D., and Mark R. Wick, M.D., will help edit
and organize each volume. We are delighted to welcome them to the Ad-
vances in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine team.

Mosby—Year Book, Inc.
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Preface

This is the fifth volume of Advances in Pathology and Laboratory Medi-
cine. Our goal in this series is to publish, in a timely fashion, state of the art
information relevant to medical practice. While pathologists are a primary
target audience, all physicians who use laboratories will find an abundance
of information in this volume that will benefit patient care, either now or in
the future.

The Editorial Board understands that potential readers of this volume
are confronted with a proliferation of scholarly journals that compete for
the attention of busy practitioners. A challenge to the practitioner is to cull
from the constant outpouring of new information and absorb what is nec-
essary for their practices while anticipating future developments for plan-
ning purposes. Recognizing the magnitude of the problem professionals
have keeping up to date with the literature, the Editorial Board tries to ease
the burden by selecting topics that are relevant to laboratorians’ profes-
sional activities. Moreover, we have selected authors who are both bona
fide experts and good teachers. We have attempted to control the lengths
of papers in an effort to insure that the chapters are readable within time
frames that might be available to busy practitioners.

For this volume, we have expanded the number of chapters to 18 and
have included some shorter chapters where appropriate. We have sepa-
rated the chapters into three sections: “Laboratory Practice,” “Basic Sci-
ences and Technology Updates,” and “Diagnostic Pathology” although for
some chapters these designations are rather arbitrary since they may cover
both diagnostic information and new or emerging technologies. Neverthe-
less, these divisions should serve as a guide to the reader who prefers to
focus on updates in laboratory management rather than on future devel-
opments in laboratory practice or current or evolving concepts in diagnos-
tic pathology. We hope that these distinctions will make the book more
user friendly and will direct the reader to chapters on topics in areas of spe-
cial interest.

The Editorial Board is committed to producing annuals in pathology and
laboratory medicine that will be of value to a diverse group of practicing
physicians. Many of the papers also will be of interest to residents and
other trainees as well as to technical personnel in the laboratory.

Ronald S. Weinstein, M.D.
Editor-in-Chief
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