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THE STRUCTURE OF ljving

THE UNITS

The eleven units of Living World History
correspond to well-defined historical periods.
A full-page color photograph at the beginning
of each unit symbolizes the basic themes of
the unit. The unit introduction explains how
the main ideas and events treated in the
chapters within the unit relate to the histori-
cal period as a whole. The time lines in each
unit show in parallel columns the chronologi-
cal relationships of the significant events and
famous personalities discussed in the chapters.

s

Native Cultures in Africa
and the Americas

CHAPTER 11 80 8.C.-15%2 AD.

16

World History

THE CHAPTERS

Shown in reduced size below are the first two
pages of a typical chapter, Chapter 11, “Na-
tive Cultures in Africa and the Americas.”
These sample pages reveal how design and
layout reinforce the structure of the chapter.
The chapter elements are keyed as follows:
A the chapter title, B the chapter numeral and
the time span of the events treated in the chap-
ter, € the explanatory caption for the thematic
picture or pictures, D the beginning of the
chapter introduction, E the conclusion of the
introduction with its list of the main sections
into which the chapter is divided, F the first
main section heading, G the first subsection
heading. Taken together, the chapter sections
and subsection headings form a concise sen-
tence outline, enabling the student to perceive
the most important concepts, the supporting
ideas, and the underlying details in the chap-
ter. Chapter 11 is typical of many chapters,
for it begins with a quotation from original
source material which helps provide historical
background.

o

poke suma one day, and tokd  were the result of

i tha Your Highnes v in nod  development, The
of gold . . . and 1 bt him to send scribes how civil

ot of i prple, and 1 would s send e Al and

aturies of growth and

1. Several cultures flourished in early

2. American Indian culture evolved over
many centuries.

3. The Mayas achieved the highest Indian @ £
civilization in America.

value which 1 asigned and alk

ot St e e e 4. The Astecs conquered —

5. The Incas controlled a vast empire in
South America.

6. Indians had disinctive customs,

ks
e e b B fh et
ever hear d of in the world,

This enthusiastic report to Charles V. the
King of Spain, was written in October 1520
by Hemando Cortés, the daring adven-
turer who was the first European to de-
scribe the riches of the Aztec Empire in
Mesico. In the land of Montezuma, the
Antec chicftain, Cortés and his band of
followers found wealth beyond their wild-
est dreams,

‘The search for gold and other valuables
was a driving force in the penetration of

the African continent. In 1472 a Portuguese  of Afri

explorer named Ruy de Sequiera entered
the busy streets of the west African city of
Benin, in what is now Nigeria. He was
amazed to see the city thronged with
merchants and artisans, and to find beau-
tiful asticles of ivory, bronze, and iron
ing made and traded. As further explora-
tions by Europeans revealed the abundance
of valuable products in Africa, trading
posts were established along both the west
and east coasts of the continent.
Of course, the narrative of European
discovery does not “begin” the histary of
and the Americas. The advanced
cultures which the Europeans found there

1 Sevesl cltures owrished ®
in early Africa
e of the cradies of civilzaton lay
i Abice, lang the Nl Valley i Egype
Egyptian culture fourished from about
3100 t0 100 ne. After its decline, the
northern const came under the (nflence
of various Medterranean peoples, includ
ing the Phoenicians, Gree, and Romans.
1t was conquered by the Arabs during
the Tth and Bth centuries Later, Arabs
alo founded towns along the east coast
o
The vast interor south of the Sahara
Desert, however, remained._unexplored
and mysterous until the 1800 Since
sbout 1650, historians and archacologits
Have heen reconstrcting the carly history

b of Africa. This process has been difficult,

because most African peoples left no writ-
ten records, Many old traditions were
preserved only by passing them on orally.

Some adcanced peoples builtcities,
Archaeologists have found evidence of a
few important African cultures. One of
these, in Nigeria, is known as the Nok cul-
ture, and existed from 800 5.C. to 200 A,

Natice Cultures @ Africs and the Americas 249



