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NOTICE

Medicine is an ever-changing science. As new research and clini-
cal experience broaden our knowledge, changes in treatment and
drug therapy are required. The editors and the publisher of this
work have checked with sources believed to be reliable in their
efforts to provide information that is complete and generally in
accord with the standards accepted at the time of publication.
However, in view of the possibility of human error or changes
in medical sciences, neither the editors nor the publisher nor any
other party who has been involved in the preparation or publica-
tion of this work warrants that the information contained herein
1S in every respect accurate or complete, and they are not responsi-
ble for any errors or omissions or the results obtained from the
use of such information. Readers are encouraged to confirm the
information contained herein with other sources. For example and
in particular, readers are advised to check the product information
sheet included in the package of each drug they plan to administer
to be certain that the information contained in this book is accurate
and that changes have not been made in the recommended dose
or in the contraindications for administration. This recommenda-
tion is particularly important in connection with new or infre-
quently used drugs.
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- It would certainly be ideal to have a copy of the 14th edition
of Harrison’s Principles of Internal Medicine (HPIM) available
at all times. This is particularly true for students and residents
who are constantly on the move from outpatient clinics to inpa-
tient wards to emergency rooms and other specialized facilities.
However, the sheer weight and size of the book make this quite
impractical. It is for this reason that the Editors have condensed
the clinical portions of HPIM into this pocket-sized Companion
Handbook that contains key features of the diagnosis and treat-
ment of the major diseases that are likely to be encountered on
a medical service. We have developed this handbook with the
able assistance of selected contributors.

HPIM is updated every 3 to 4 years and the total amount
of information continues to grow. It has been a challenge to
distill the broad field of internal medicine with each new edition
in which we provide a solid base of classic and established
principles while providing important updates in pathogenesis,
treatment, and prevention of a broad range of diseases. In the
Companion Handbook, we try to distill this body of knowledge
even further so that summaries of this important information
can be available to the student and resident within the easy
reach of a coat pocket.

The purpose of the Companion Handbook is to provide on-
the-spot summaries in preparation for a more in-depth analysis
of the clinical problem. Therefore, it is important to point out
that this book is not considered to be a replacement for a full
textbook of medicine. Rather, it is an extension of the fourteenth
edition of HPIM. The amount and depth of material are not
adequate to stand on their own; however, it is an excellent
introduction to or reminder of some aspects of clinical medicine.
It has been written with easy reference to the full text of HPIM
and it is recommended that the full textbook be consulted as soon
as time permits. Thus, we consider HPIM and the Companion
Handbook as a combination that is complementary, but not inter-
changeable.

THE EDITORS

xix
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