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Preface

his book has been in the making for many years. Started

in response to a request by Jewish friends in search of a

concise general outline of Judaism, it was given its spe-

cific character at the suggestion of my Christian friends,
who asked for a work which would explain Judaism in simple words,
addressing itself to the intelligent layman. I hope it will serve both. It
is no more than an introduction, for Judaism can be fully understood
only as it is lived. It is more than a set of dogmas and of principles, more
than the sum total of its laws and commandments. It started as a faith.
The faith has formed the people, and the people have fashioned their
faith in a process of never-ending evolution. Judaism is eternal faith
and eternal people, a living dialogue between God and the Jew, between
the Jew and God, and among the Jew, his fellow Jew, and the world. Its
influence upon mankind has been profound.

Judaism proclaims God is absolutely One. In calling Jews to follow Him,
it holds out the ideal of wholeness to a world torn by discord, and to
individual souls split by inner conflict. Judaism proclaims the coming of
the Messiah, and a future in which mankind will be united in brother-
hood and peace. In this Messianic ideal it offers an eternal challenge to
every human being, calling him to do his utmost in promoting human
welfare under God, to push forward the frontiers of human progress,
and to toil unceasingly for the improvement of society.

As champion of these ideals, Judaism is vital for mankind. Shalom is
the goal it envisions for the children of God. Shalom means peace, a
peace which is more than the absence of war, for Shalom also means per-
fection; in Jewish tradition it is a name of God Himself.

Judaism calls for imitation of God. Its history testifies to its convictions.
It is a stream, a conversation, which goes on not only between the mem-
bers of any living generation but between the generations as well. Every
Jew speaks to his past, as the past speaks to him. He addresses himself
to the future, and the future responds. Judaism speaks to the world, and
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viii PREFACE

has taken the best mankind has to offer to build it into the structure of
its own system.

I have tried, therefore, to arrange the ideas of Judaism around a his-
torical framework. This book is not a Jewish history. It is selective in
its inclusion of personalities and events, but it follows the historical un-
folding of Jewish life and destiny. Whatever happened to the Jews at
a given moment in history helped shape their outlook, their prayers and
practices, their philosophy and hopes. The creative works of any Jew
at any time became part of a living heritage. History, faith, and people
cannot be separated, for Judaism sees God as Master of History.

The book has been guided by this principle. The discussion of doc-
trines and movements, of observances and practices, is introduced at
the historical point in the narrative when they reached their fullest ex-
pression and concreteness. For example, Jewish holidays, dietary laws,
and the “Road of Life” are discussed after an analysis of the Shulhan
Arukh, the authoritative code of Jewish law. This had the advantage
of permitting quotations from the Shulhan Arukh and earlier works to
be introduced. In modern times new approaches to the Shulhan Arukh
have evolved, and they are discussed in their historical place. From my
own experience as a college teacher I consider this approach to be edu-
cationally sound. As far as possible I have permitted the teachers and
sages to speak for themselves. These selections, which offer a glimpse of
Jewish writing, may lead to further study. Modern works, and those
easily available in translation, have been quoted less extensively than
those which may be harder to obtain.

Simplicity of presentation has been my primary concern, and has in-
fluenced the choice and presentation of subject matter and ideas. In
telling my story I have generally not taken a stand in defense or advocacy
of specific schools of thought or philosophy. On the other hand, I have
tried to include answers to questions most frequently asked.

It is my conviction that Judaism is essentially a religion of reason, and
I have emphasized this aspect. I believe that Jewish history, from the
Talmud to Hermann Cohen, bears out this assertion. In a sense, this too
is a simplification. There are many currents, from mysticism to plain super-
stition, which can be traced in the stream of evolution. They have affected
the character of Judaism without, in my view, changing it fundamentally.
This personal conviction should be kept in mind by the reader.

The views and opinions expressed thus are mine. Judaism has no cen-
tral authority which could certify a work as an official presentation of
its ideas, or give it an imprimatur. I have drawn from many sources,
learned from many teachers, and I am eternally indebted to all of them.
The greatest of them all have been my parents, who surrounded me with
love and a home filled with Jewish devotion. My father, in addition, led
me into Bible and Talmud. My mother sealed her devotion to Judaism
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with her life, dying a Martyr’s death in a Nazi camp. I have had inspiring
teachers during my rabbinic training, men whose lives testified to their
convictions. Men of renown have guided my university studies. Through-
out the years my wife has shared with me the trials of life, in a courage
born of faith, and in love which has given me strength. In my daughter
I envision the future, as she grows up to be American and Jew. Without
these influences and many others, the book could not have been written.

I wish to thank Mrs. Keith (Lucy) Evans for her valuable notes to the
first draft of the manuscript, representing the views of the intelligent
Christian reader. Dr. James Diemer, Director of Napa College, has read
the final draft of the manuscript and the proofs, and aided me greatly
by his comments. Goodman Library at Napa has been helpful in securing
books from many sources; Mr. J. E. James drew some of the original
drafts of the maps, and Mr. Karl Kultti transcribed the cantillation of
Torah for me. Mr. Bernard Stein of Germany undertook the arduous task
of providing me with pictures of German-Jewish historical monuments.
I am grateful to all of them, and to many others who have given me
encouragement, including my colleagues and students at Napa College
and Santa Rosa Junior College, where I teach.

Most of the maps are adaptations of those used in Anderson, Under-
standing the Old Testament (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,
1957), based on maps in The Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible,
Revised Edition, © 1956 by W. D. Jenkins, The Westminster Press. The
Oppenheim Pictures are reprinted through the courtesy of the National
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods.

I would like to thank these other individuals and organizations which
provided pictures used in the book: Allgemeine Wochenzeitung der
Juden in Deutschland; Blackstone Studios; Supreme Grand Lodge of
B’nai Brith, Robert Shosteck, Curator, Bnai Brith Committee on Jewish
Americana, Washington, D.C.; The Consulate General of Israel; Verlag
Eschkol A.-G., Berlin; The Jewish Museum, New York, Frank J. Darm-
staedter; The Jewish Theological Seminary of America; Mr. Paul Lipp-
man, Santa Rosa, California; Mr. Alex Liu; B. Manischewitz Company,
Newark, New Jersey; Photographie Giraudon, Paris; Schocken Books,
Inc.; Herbert S. Sonnenfeld; Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, Amster-
dam, Netherlands; Rheinland-Pfalz Ministerium fiir Unterricht und
Kultus, Oberregierungsrat Schroder, Mainz; Staedtische Kulturinstitute,
Worms; The Union of American Hebrew Congregations; and Mr. Roger
Levenson for his kind advice.

The Holy Scriptures, © 1917 by the Jewish Publication Society of
America, is the translation generally used in this work. I have preferred
to use this translation, rather than my own, to show the Christian reader
the similarities and differences between the Jewish translation and the
authorized Christian ones. I hope to guide the Jewish reader toward
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renewed study of the authorized Jewish version from which I have quoted.
Sincere appreciation is expressed to the Jewish Publication Society of
America for the use of their translation. All other translations from the
Hebrew, French, Latin, and German (except when indicated otherwise)
are my own.

No part of Jewish experience can be understood out of the context
of the whole. I have tried to show this. It is possible to read many of the
chapters independently, and the reader may omit sections of greater
difficulty, such as philosophy. It is my hope, however, that most readers
will approach the work as a whole.

Leo Trepp

The first edition of Eternal Faith, Eternal People has been so well re-
ceived that most of its material has been retained. The years since its first
appearance have brought developments that have called for updating,
which has been undertaken. My most profound appreciation is expressed
to Behrman House, who have undertaken the new edition and shown me
great courtesy while giving me valuable help. Since the first edition of the
book, my daughter Susan has been married to Myron Greenberg, and their
son, David Philip was born in 1972. The dedication is extended to them.
L.T.
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Introduction:

The Problem

of Delinition

s there one nation on earth like Thy people Israel? (From

Sabbath afternoon worship).” Deep and powerful has been

the impact of Judaism on its adherents. It has been a force

which has molded men. We need mention but one of its
commandments, observance of the Sabbath; it has had the power to
transform the hunted and persecuted outcasts of history into princes—
for twenty-four hours, once every week. They acquired a new soul, which
gave them peace amidst storms; they had the quietness of heart to medi-
tate on God’s greatness, for He had created them a unique people on
earth. Thus did a faith reach into the very marrow of its faithful, to mold
them and to form them, to give them vision and courage and the uncon-
querable urge to be God’s co-workers in the shaping of a better world.
Our purpose is to trace how this came about—to show how Judaism ex-
presses itself in beliefs and doctrines, in observances and customs, in law
and in folkways.

There are close to 14 million Jews in the world today, living in every
part of the globe, among members of every race. Although most Jews
are Caucasians, there are also Negro Jews, Indian Jews, and some Jews
who are Japanese. From the very beginning of Jewish history there has
been a mixture of many families on earth united by one common bond, so
it is an error to speak of a Jewish race. Are they then a religious group?
They are a religious communion, but they are more than that. Many
Jews do not uphold any religious doctrines, yet are proud of their Jewish-
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2 THE PROBLEM OF DEFINITION

ness. Are they a nation in a political sense? Some Jews find themselves
organized as a nation. Israel is a sovereign nation on its own free soil.
Jews in Russia carry identity cards which designate them as Jewish
nationals, and are presumed to be afflicted with “negative national traits.”
Victims of constant pressures and severe discrimination, they are not
allowed to find solace in their faith, merge into the oblivion of the ma-
jority; a limited number may now emigrate. In the western world, where
the Jews consider themselves primarily a religion, the denominations of
orthodoxy, conservatism, and reform have developed, and the synagogues
form religious centers of Jewish life.

Yet there is one element that elevates Jewry in all lands beyond the
character of a merely religious fellowship, and that is the sense of kin-
ship and concern which Jews feel for each other. There is no political
bond between Jews in various lands, only the spirit of belongingness.
The Bible expresses the nature of the Jews when it speaks of “Bet
Yisrael,” the House of Israel.! Jews form a family linked by common ex-
periences, a common history, and a common spiritual heritage. A family
acquires its character not by the house in which it dwells, but by the
spirit which unites it. The family unit includes those at home and abroad,
those who join by vow of marriage, and the children born of married
unions. Whoever partakes of the spirit is part of thé family. As the mem-
bers share in common hopes and ideals, they develop the bond of love
which holds them together. Jewry is a family often torn by disagree-
ments, but with the firm base of love as its foundation.

The will to survive has its roots in Jewish conviction that Judaism and
the Jewish people are the people of the Covenant, called by God to func-
tion in a unique way within mankind as a whole. The Covenant created
the bond between the Jews and God, thence between Jew and Jew; it has
become so internalized that even those who may be unaware of its power
have retained their allegiance to the Jewish people as its embodiment. Out
of the Covenant we come to understand also the place and function of
Jewish law. Law is the condensation of the spirit of the Covenant into
action; it is both imposed and organic; it grew out of the encounter with
God and out of the spirit of the Jewish people and its needs, hence it
evolved. It has served as unifying bond among Jews and contributed to
their survival without making them into a legalistic community. It has
deepened the spirit of unity and of purpose—although it has also been an
issue of controversy, especially in modern times—calling for an active
response to the divine call, it has served as a life-giving force of self-
identification and spiritual awareness. It translated the Covenant into the

11In the Pentateuch we often find the term “B’nai Yisrael,” the Children of Israel,
signifying an even closer family unity. The term “House of Israel” occurs most fre-
quently among the prophets of the Exile, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. They may have
wished to impress the idea most forcefully upon the dispersed.
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deed, its pledge into the reality of constant performance linking the Jew
to God, its hope into an action program that can lead to its fulfillment for
the Jew and for mankind.

Of the nearly 14 million Jews, close to six million live in the United
States of America, the largest Jewish community in history. (Canada has
almost 300,000.) Proud as American citizens, they have become the lead-
ers of world Jewry, giving support and aid, offering spiritual guidance,
and at the same time building a unique form of American Jewish religious
life. Israel with nearly 234 million is the second largest free community,
for the three million in Russia are not free. In Europe their number has
dwindled. There are 410,000 in England and 550,000 in France, 100,000 in
Rumania, 80,000 in Hungary, 40,000 in Belgium, 35,000 in Italy, 30,000 in
the Netherlands, 20,000 in Switzerland, 15,000 in Sweden, 8,000 in Austria,
and smaller numbers in other countries, although their life, such as among
the 6,000 Danish Jews, may be active and flourishing. Only about 9,000
are left of the millions who once lived in Poland, and 30,000 of the once
flourishing Jewish community of Germany. No European country is with-
out Jews. In Africa, we find flourishing and prosperous congregations in
the South of the continent (125,000), of whom the majority lives in the
Republic of South Africa (120,000), while the decreasing population of
Jews along the Mediterranean coast exists in poverty. On the Asian con-
tinent, outside of Israel, larger Jewish communities are found in Turkey
(40,000), Iran (80,000), and in India (15,000). In South America, Brazil
(150,000), Argentina (500,000), Uruguay (50,000), Mexico (35,000) and
Chile (35,000) have large and well organized congregations, and in
Australia (73,000) 2 they form a happy religious group.

Although we will make a careful study of the Jewish people, Judaism
can be fully understood only as it is lived. It can be defined only after
it is known. Professor Kaplan has called it “an evolving religious civiliza-
tion.”® Judaism is constantly changing and growing. It is religious; with-
out its faith in God it would never have come into being, nor would it
have continued beyond a few generations. It is civilization, for it includes
not only religious doctrines and practices, but forms a way of life. It has
created art and philosophy, language and music, folkways and cuisine.
It expresses itself for some in a homeland in Israel, for others in secular
culture and social service, and for the majority—as in America—in re-
ligion. Above all, Judaism cannot be understood without Jews, its living
servants, the molders of this civilization.

“Is there one nation . . . like Thy people Israel?”

2 These figures are based on American Jewish Year Book 1971, ¢. 1971 by The Ameri-
can Jewish Committee and The Jewish Publication Society, New York and Philadelphia.

3 Mordecai M. Kaplan, Judaism as a Civilization (New York: Thomas Yoseloff,
1957). The idea is basic to all of Kaplan’s writings and to the Reconstructionist
Movement of which he is the founder.



