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Lucia, Karen, and other friends at Whittier College
who gave me the idea for this book.

And, as usual, to the formidable felines Catticus Rex
and Hercules Gryptype-Thynne, who were as sub-
versive as ever. They did everything they could to
prevent me from revising the manuscript. As you can
see, they failed!



TO THE READER

Archaeology always seems an exciting and romantic sub-
ject, especially when you read about the magnificant tomb of
the golden pharaoh Tutankhamun or the imposing Maya
temples of the Yucatan. Most archaeological sites are less
spectacular and are excavated on a far smaller scale. But that
does not make them any less fascinating for archaeologist
and nonarchaeologist alike. This book is designed to give
you some idea of how archaeologists go about studying
human behavior of the past. We cover the basic concepts and
methods of archaeological research—excavation, survey,
analysis of artifacts and food remains, and such topics as dat-
ing and the dimensions of time and space. Archaeology: A
Brief Introduction ends with a look at career prospects in ar-
chaeology and at ways individuals—like you—can help save
the past for future generations. References for more detailed
reading are given at the end of the book.

I hope that this short text will give you new insights into the
fascinating world of the past. Good luck with your adventures
in archaeology!
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TO THE
INSTRUCTOR

This book is designed as a brief introduction to the funda-
mental principles of method and theory in archaeology. It
begins with the goals of archaeology, goes on to consider the
basic concepts of culture, time, and space, and discusses the
finding and excavation of archaeological sites. The last four
chapters summarize some of the ways archaeologists order
and study their finds. Throughout the book, I emphasize
the ethics behind archaeology. We end with the vital ques-
tion of how nonarchaeologists should relate to the finite
resources that form the archaeological record. In my experi-
ence this subject is often neglected in introductory anthro-
pology courses.

Our assumption is that this small book will act as supple-
mentary reading for a general course in anthropology, and
that your students will spend two or three weeks on the sub-
ject matter. Every attempt has been made to keep technical
jargon to a minimum. Inevitably, a book of this length and
scope glosses over many complex problems or smoldering
controversies. | have proceeded on the assumption that a
positive overstatement is better than a complex piece of
inconclusive reasoning, at this stage in learning. Errors of
overstatement can always be corrected in class or at a more
advanced stage.

If there is a theme to Archaeology, it is that the patterning of
archaeological artifacts we find in the ground can give us val-
uable insights into human behavior in the past. In pursuing
this theme, I have attempted to focus on the basic concepts of
archaeology. I leave you to impose your own theoretical view-
points on the various chapters that follow. My assumption is,
too, that you will fill in such additional details you feel your
students need. For this reason, I have drawn again and again
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X TO THE INSTRUCTOR

on a few well-known sites from New and Old World archaeol-
ogy, such as Olduvai Gorge and Teotihuacén, rather than dis-
tracting the reader with a multitude of site names.

Space limitations prevent us from referencing the entire
text. A short guide to further reading appears at the end of
the book.

The second edition of Archaeology has benefited from the
comments of dozens of instructors and students. The resulting
changes are relatively minor. The sections on human culture,
seriation, and sampling have been rewritten, some minor
errors have been corrected, and sites and chronologies have
been updated. We have changed some illustrations and
brought the references up to date. In general, however, the
book has stood the test of time well, for the basic principles
it covers alter little from year to year. They provide the
foundation for all the multifarious research projects that
archaeologists carry out, as near home as California and as
far away as Mongolia.

I am grateful to all those who criticized the first edition, sent
me information, or read portions of the revised manuscript.
My grateful thanks to Professors Charles Cecil of San Jose City
College, Malcolm Webb of the University of New Orleans,
and Claire M. Cassidy of University of Maryland, College
Park, who reviewed Archaeology before revision. Any sug-
gestions for improving future editions of this book would be
greatly appreciated.
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Archaeology is the special concern of a certain
type of anthropologist.

JAMES DEETZ, 1967

ARCHAEOLOGY

’Archaeology is the science of Rubbish,” wrote British ar-
chaeologist Stuart Piggott some years ago. His definition
conjures up a pleasing image of archaeologists delving
deeply into innumerable ancient rubbish heaps. Piggott is
partly right. Many archaeologists do spend their time dig-
ging up long-abandoned rubbish, and sometimes even mod-
ern garbage. But the popular image of an archaeologist is
somewhat more glamorous — the archaeologist as treasure
hunter. Everyone has seen cartoons of the bearded, bespec-
tacled archaeologist digging in the foundations of a mighty
pyramid.

Then, too, our complex world is full of “unexplained”
mysteries and hidden surprises. Many people believe that
the archaeologist lives in the mysterious regions of our
world, with grinning skeletons, “missing links”, and long-
lost civilizations. Enterprising authors and movie producers
take us on fantasy rides into these strange territories of their
specially selected archaeologists. From the comfort of our
armchairs, via television, we can search for lost continents,
reconstruct Noah’s Ark, and trace the landing patterns of
extraterrestrial astronauts’ spaceships. Such searches for “lost
mysteries’”” are not only fantasy fun but big business as
well. Millions of dollars have been made from this type of
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Archaeology B

archaeology, though, unfortunately, this world bears little
resemblance to reality.

The romance of archaeology has taken people all over the
world in search of the past. Thousands of tourists visit the
pyramids of Gizeh in Egypt every year (Figure 1.1). The
Mexican government spent millions of pesos on a restoration
of the ancient city of Teotihuacan in the Valley of Mexico to
promote tourism. Most popular package tours abroad now
include visits to an archaeological site or two (Figure 1.2).
Many sites, like Stonehenge in England, are in danger of
permanent damage from the sheer numbers of tourists that
visit them. Any thinking person who visits an archaeological
site faces the reality of the past, a vista of human experience
that stretches back far into remote time. How, visitors may
wonder, do archaeologists know how old a site is, and what
do the finds made in their digs mean? It all seems very com-
plicated to dig for the past. And the unchanging, incredibly
ancient structures that surround one add to one’s sense of
romance and awe.

FIGURE 1.1 The pyramids of Gizeh in Egypt. “The romance of ar-
chaeology has taken people all over the world in search of the past.”
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FIGURE 1.2 The archaeological sites mentioned in this text. Ob-
vious geographic place names are omitted.
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