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“SPLENDID. . . EXCELLENT.. TUROW'’S BEST SO FAR....
Not only a hair-raising courtroom thriller but also a
richly nuanced story of crime and punishment that
is bound with sinews of generational strife, of the
loss of idealism, and of love lost and won again.. ..
Turow is a thinking man’s John Grisham... His
[books] are densely plotted, their characters of
great psychological complexity, their themes deep
ones of corruption, venality, and human weak-
ness. ... Turow executes the task set for himself
with great skill and compassion....The details all
ring with vivid truth. MOREOVER, TUROW IS
AUDACIOUS. HE GOES DEEP INTO THE MINDS
OF ALL HIS CHARACTERS, SEEING THINGS FROM
THEIR DISPARATE POINTS OF VIEW... THAT’S
EMPATHY. THAT’S IMAGINATION. IT’S A BRA-
VURA PERFORMANCE”—Chicago Sun-Times
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THE VERDICT IS IN
ON SCOTT TUROW!

“NO ONE WRITES BETTER MYSTERY
SUSPENSE NOVELS THAN SCOTT TUROW.”
—Los Angeles Times]|

[J THE BURDEN OF PROOF
(0-446-36-058-9, $6.99 USA) ($8.99 Can.)

[ THE LAWS OF OUR FATHERS

(0-446-60-440-2, $7.99 USA) ($8.99 Can.)

[] ONE L:The Turbulent True Story

of a First Year at Harvard Law School
(0-446-36-170-9, $6.50 USA) ($8.50 Can.)

J PLEADING GUILTY
(0-446-36-550-5, $6.99 USA) ($7.99 Can.) |

[0 PRESUMED INNOCENT
(0-445-35-986-6, $7.99 USA) ($9.99 Can.)

AVAILABLE AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE FROM
m WARNER BOOKS
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coTT TUurROW is the author of

four previous books, all major

bestsellers: the novels Presumed
Innocent (1987), The Burden of
Proof (1990), and Pleading Guilty
(1993), and the memoir One L
(1977). A former federal prosecu-
tor, he is currently a partner in the
law firm of Sonnenschein, Nath &
Rosenthal. He lives outside
Chicago with his family.



UNPARALLELED PRAISE FOR
SCOTT TUROW AND
THE LAWS OF OUR FATHERS

“ENTHRALLING. . . SEVERAL CUTS ABOVE

THE POPULAR COMPETITION.”
—TIME

“WONDERFUL . .. RICHLY TEXTURED ... A
MOVING AND RICHLY TOLD STORY THAT
WILL ECHO IN YOUR MEMORY LONGAFTER
YOU TURN THE LAST PAGE. . . . POIGNANT.”
—Atlanta ]omml—(}brmm

“POWERFUL. . . . A big, ambitious novel . . . two

superb mystery stories and one of the most thoughtful
and satisfying novels this year . . . . TUROW’S BEST

BOOK.”
—Philadelphia Inquirer

“SWEEPING . . . SMASHING . . . GRIPPING . . .
Scott Turow writes marvelous, rewarding, thoughtful
novels.”

—USA Today

“ABSORBING . . . AN AMBITIOUS NOVEL

AND, HAPPILY, THE AUTHOR’S FIRM GRASP

IS MORE THAN EQUAL TO HIS REACH.”
—Wall Street Journal

more . ..



“SURPASSING COURTROOM FICTION . ..
THE LAWS OF OUR FATHERS has range and
scope.”

—Chicago Tribune

“ENGROSSING . . . ADMIRABLE IN ITS
AMBITION AND EMOTIONAL DEPTH.”
—People

“TUROW’S LONGEST LEAP, AND
THERE’S PLEASURE TO BE HAD JUST

WATCHING HIM JUMP.”
—Newsweek
“SUPERB . . . TERRIFIC . . . TUROW’S

FINEST . . . an ethical vision and historical range

that’s completely new.”
—Entertainment Weekly

“BRILLIANT . . . Turow’s most ambitious
effort so far.”

—Alan M. Dershowitz

“From the evocative opening paragraph, Turow
reaffirms all that separates him from most of his
contemporaries . . . . There are so many reasons
to savor this book. The language is breathtaking . . . .
I'T’S THE REAL DEAL.”

—Miami Herald



“SPLENDID. . .EVERY BIT
AS GRIPPING AND PROFOUND
AS ITS PREDECESSORS....
TUROW IS IN A CATEGORY
OF HIS OWN.”

—San Francisco Chronicle

t was another drive-by shoot-
ing in one of Kindle County’s
most drug-plagued housing
projects—but the victim was the
ex-wife of a politician. Now this
explosive case is about to reunite an
unlikely group of men and women
who first bonded in the revolutionary
fires of the 1960s...and show a once-
crusading female judge, driven by both
her fears and her courage, just how dev-
astating a single wrong choice can be.

“NO OTHER NOVEL THIS YEAR IS LIKELY TO

BE AS THOUGHTFUL, AS TIMELY AND RICHLY

DETAILED, AND AS SATISFYING TO READ....
A TOUR DE FORCE.”—Detroit News-Free Press

“THE BONFIRE OF THE VANITIES MEETS
THE BIG CHILL. . . . MOVING. . . COMPELLING. ..
WONDERFULLY COLORFUL.”—New York Times

A MAIN SELECTION OF THE LITERARY GUILD®
AND OF DOUBLEDAY BOOK CLUB®



“HIS DIALOGUE IS SUPERB, AND HIS
SCENES MOVE WITH PACE AND
AUTHORITY. THE OPENING IS A TOUR
DE FORCE OF BEAUTIFULLY ORCHES-
TRATED ACTION WRITING.”

—Newsday

“A novel of greater reach and ambition . . . sums

up the 1990s much in the way Bonfire of the

Vanities captured the ’80s. . . . BRILLIANT.”
—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Scott Turow takes his time, crafting works that
are as close as we are likely to get to legal thriller

masterpieces.”
—Cleveland Plain Dealer

“ENTERTAINING. .. EMOTIONALLY SAT-
ISFYING . . . MR. TUROW’S MOST AMBI-
TIOUS NOVEL YET.”

—New York Times

“SCOTT TUROW’S LINEAR FOREBEARS
ARE NOT THE MANUFACTURERS OF
ASSEMBLY-LINE ENTERTAINMENTS BUT
THE LIKES OF THEODORE DREISER AND
JAMES GOULD COZZENS.”
—Washington Post Book World
more . . .



“AMBITIOUS, SOPHISTICATED . . . ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR.”

—Time Out

“TUROW JOINS THE RANKS OF THAT VERY SPE-
CIAL GROUP OF AUTHORS—JANE AUSIEN,
TOLSTOY, REX STOUT, AMONG OTHERS.”

—Vogue

“ACUTABOVE... TUROWISTHE REAL THING.”
—Buffalo News

“FINE ... MASTERLY . .. GRANDLY AMBI-
TIOUS ACHIEVEMENT . . . A RICH, COM-
PLEX, AND ULTIMATELY PROFOUNDLY
MOVING TALE.”

—Publishers Weekly

“THE UNDISPUTED KING OF CONTEM-
PORARY LEGAL INTRIGUE OFFERS A
SUMPTUOUS TRIPLE DECKER.”

—Kirkus Reviews



“NO ONE WRITES BETTER MYSTERY SUS-
PENSE NOVELS THAN SCOTT TUROW.”
—Los Angeles Times

“He’s an unmistakably literary novelist who has
made himself a master of the mystery genre. . ..
THE CHARACTERS ARE DRAWN WITH
SUCH DEPTH AND COURAGE OF
INSIGHT, SUCH LOVE, SUCH STAMINA
OF THE IMAGINATION, THAT THEY
MAKE TUROW’S BOOKS A KIND OF DELI-
CIOUS TORTURE.”
—San Francisco Chronicle

“TUROW’S NOVELS ARE NOT QUITE
ENTERTAINMENTS. THEY TRANSCEND
THEIR GENRE. THEY ARE LITERATURE
THAT WILL LAST.”
—George F. Will, “The Last Word,”
Newsweek



ALSO BY SCOTT TUROW
Pleading Guilty (1993)
The Burden of Proof (1991)
Presumed Innocent (1987)

One L (1977)
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For Rachel, Gabriel, and Eve



Part One

ACCUSATION



OSE OF US BORN IN THE YEARS OF BOUNTY AFTER
World War II knew we bad a different outlook than
earlier generations of Americans. Blinkered by need, they
bad come of age with narrower commitments—io tbe glory
of God, the glee of acquisition, or the mean little business
of survival. But we took seriously the promise of the Dec-
laration of Independence that the birtbhright of America was
not merely life or liberty, but the pursuit of bappiness. Per-
sonally, as a child, I always assumed that was the point of
growing up. So I'd feel better than I did then.

Which leaves us with the awful doomed inquiry of our
middle years, the barpy’s voice that whispers in dreams, at
sunrise, at those unforeseen instants of drilling isolation: Is
this as bappy as I will ever be? Do I bave the right to just a
little more? Or is there nothing better I should bope for?

— MICHAEL FRAIN
‘““The Survivor’s Guide,”
September 7, 1995



September 7, 1995

HARDCORE

Dawn. The air is brackish, although this place is miles
from water. The four high-rise towers hulk amid a hard-
ened landscape of brick, of tar and pavement broken by
weeds, of crushed Coke cups and candy wrappers, of fly-
about newspaper pages. A silvery bedding of broken
glass, the remnants of smashed bottles, glitters prettily—
one more false promise. It is a time of uncommon quiet.
In the night, there are often sounds of life at the extreme:
outcries and drunken yells, machines at volume. Some-
times gunfire. The day brings voices, children, the many
standabouts, the species at large. Now the wind is up,
whistling in the fence links and on the bricks. At the
prospect of motion, the man walking this way looks up



