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The American Nation is
organized into 9 units and 30
chapters. The Table of Contents
lists units, chapters, sections,
and special features.

IN EAcH UNIT

* Unit Opener a two-page
introduction to the contents
and major theme of the unit.

» History Through Litera-
ture a two-page excerpt from

~ w11 Industry and Growth

1790-1825

A New Age of Steamboats
Staam Fary. S1. Lo by Frach arint L s Pomavecie & o of e
Loues, Msoust

awork of American literature.

IN EACH CHAPTER

+ Chapter Opener a two-page

introduction that includes a
time line and chapter summary.

« As You Read an introduction to each sec-
tion, including questions to guide your read-
ing and lists of vocabulary terms and people.

« Section Reviews questions and activities
that test your understanding of each section.

» Skills for Life a lesson that helps you to
learn, practice, and apply a useful skill.

» Linking... Past and Present, or United
States and the World, or History and Tech-
nology is a visual feature that shows inter-
esting connections.

« Biographies portraits of and information
about key people in American history.

* Interdisciplinary Connections footnotes
that give connections to Geography, Econom-
ics, Civics, Arts, or Science.

« Maps, Graphs, and Charts visual tools
that help you understand history and prac-
tice important skills.

« Chapter Review and Activities two pages
to help you review key terms and ideas and
practice valuable skills, with these special
features:

= Using Primary Sources, a primary source
excerpt with questions that help you rec-
ognize different points of view.

» Activity Bank, includes Interdisciplinary,
Career Skills, Citizenship, and Internet
activities.

» Eyewitness Journal, writing activity that
lets you take on different historical roles.

» Critical Thinking and Writing, questions
and exercises that go beyond simple
recall.

SPECIAL FEATURES

* Why Study History? This feature demon-
strates the relevance of historical ideas and
events to American life today and to your life
in particular.

- AmericanHeritage® Magazine History Hap-
pened Here The editors of American Her-
itage magazine are your guides to interesting
historic sites throughout the nation.

REFERENCE SECTION

* Includes an Atlas, a Gazetteer, a Glossary, the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
tion of the United States, documents, infor-
mation about the fifty states, information
about the Presidents of the United States,
and an Index.




Researching on the Internet

THE INTERNET

The Internet includes millions of business,
governmental, educational, and individual
computers on the World Wide Web. Using pro-
grams called browsers, Internet users can find
out what sites are available on the Web and
then access those sites.

SEARCHING THE INTERNET

There are two basic ways to find information
on the Internet. The first is to go directly to the
Net site that contains the information you
want. Each site has an address, called a URL,
or Universal Resource Locator. (For example,
http://www.phschool.com is the URL of the
Prentice Hall Web site.) Of course, this method
works only if you know the appropriate URL.

The second way is to use a search engine,
such as Infoseek or Yahoo! Type the key words
representing the topic you want to research.
The search engine will then scan the Internet
and list sites that pertain to your topic.

Whichever method you choose, you will en-
counter sites containing hyperlinks. These
appear as colored or underlined text or as
icons. Hyperlinks act as doorways to
other documents at the same Web site
or others. When you click your mouse on
hyperlinked text or graphics, an entire-
ly new document appears on your
screen.

Pay careful attention to the source of
the information you find. Is the source a
government agency, or a university, or a
private company, or an individual? Not
all sources are equally accurate or reli-
able in what they present.

See us on the Internet

http://www.phschool.com

At Prentice Hall’s Web site, you will find
current event updates, social studies
links, and other resources to help you

learn about American history.

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL SEARCHES

Focus your search. Because the Internet
contains so much, it is easy to “wander off” into
other parts of the Internet and forget about the
information that you are trying to locate. To
avoid this problem, establish a specific re-
search goal before you begin.

Make bookmarks for useful Web sites.
A bookmark is a note to your computer to “re-
member” the location of a Web site. Later, you
can reach any bookmarked site with a simple
click of your mouse.

Use specific key words. If your key words
are too general, your search might turn up
thousands of Net sites. Make your key words
specific. Many search engines have useful tips
on searching with key words.

Seek guidance from teachers and par-
ents. Ask a teacher, parent, or librarian for
help in evaluating whether Web sites and in-
formation are reliable and appropriate to your
research.
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Geography
(Prehistory—
Present)

Chapter 2

The First
Americans
(Prehistory-1600)

Chapter 3

A Meeting of
Different Worlds
(1100-1700)

Chapter 4
The 13 English
Colonies
(1630-1750)

ewing A Meeting of Different Cultures
UNIT THEMES

George Catlin, an American artist of the 1800s, painted LaSalle
Claiming Louisiana for France, April 9, 1682. As Native Americans watch, newly
arrived French explorers gather around a flag and a cross. Encounters and
exchanges between Europeans and Native Americans helped form the roots of

American society. * In addition to Europeans and Native Americans, what
other people have helped shape American society?
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