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PREFACE

Students come to their first course in sociology
with a natural curiosity about the social world.
In responding to that curiosity, the authors of
an introductory sociology textbook have two
basic responsibilities. The first is to introduce
students to the sociological perspective: to the-
oretical orientations, to the use of the scientific
method in studying human behavior, and to the
concepts that guide the thinking and research
of sociologists. The second is to describe what
sociologists have learned about how the social
world is put together and why people behave as
they do.

Some texts emphasize the first responsibility
on the grounds that students must master theo-
retical constructs, technical vocabulary, and
methodology before they can begin to under-
stand social behavior. We agree that learning
the basics is important. But we believe that a
true understanding of the discipline of sociol-
ogy comes from the active effort to understand
society and how it got to be the way it is. Hence
our emphasis is on how sociology answers real
world questions, about both public issues and
private troubles.

In this edition, as in previous ones, our pri-
mary goal is to show how social structures
affect people; how the society in which one
lives, the place one occupies in that society,
and the roles one plays influence individual
experience and social behavior. Sociology
shows that many of the things we take for
granted, such as the differences between the
sexes, are in large part social creations. Sociol-
ogy also shows how apparently irrational
behavior—such as the shoot-out between mem-
bers of the Branch Davidian cult and the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms in

Waco, Texas, the riots in Los Angeles, and the
beating of Reginald Denny—are predictable,
given a certain set of social circumstances.

THE FIFTH EDITION

This edition has been revised in three main
ways:

First, we have expanded the global cover-
age. Looking at social issues and social pro-
cesses from outside our culture helps us to
see our own society more clearly. Futhermore,
events and trends within our society increas-
ingly are shaped by global forces, which may be
beyond our control but not beyond sociological
understanding. The United States is inextricably
linked to the global community—economically,
politically, culturally, and even morally. Global
issues are discussed in every chapter of the
book, either in the text and/or in boxed essays
on specific issues.

Second, we have emphasized the impact on
socioeconomic, racial and ethnic, and gender
stratification, both on individuals and on soci-
ety. Understanding the causes and conse-
quences of institutionalized inequality is the
very heart of sociology. On many topics covered
in the book, we show how sociology overlaps
with economics, history, political science, and
psychology. Sociology’s unique contribution to
the understanding of human behavior is its
emphasis on social stratification. In this edition:

Chapter 8, Social Stratification, has been
updated to explain the changing distribution of
wealth in the United States, the new (and old)
faces of poverty, and current patterns of social
mobility. The problems of the ghetio poor and

XIX
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the homeless are analyzed in detail. Through
statistics and discussion, the chapter shows
that sociceconomic status affects not only our
educational and career opportunities but also
the health of our children, which diseases make
us sick, and even when and how we die.

Chapter 9, Racial and Ethnic Stratification,
compares changing patterns of intergroup rela-
tions around the globe to patterns in the United
States, with special emphasis on the history and
current state of race relations in the United
States. This chapter includes in-depth discus-
sions on the civil rights movement in the United
States, the rise and fall of apartheid in South
Africa, and “everyday racism,” for example, on
college campuses. The basic message is that
although conditions for minorities in the United
States have improved substantially in the past
quarter century, African Americans, Latinos,
and Native Americans still are far from equal in
our society, while Asian Americans occupy an
ambiguous position.

A new chapter, Chapier 10, Gender Stratifi-
cation, includes a discussion of the biological,
cultural, and social forces that contribute to gen-
der differences, and why women are often seen
as “inferior”; an analysis of women’s roles in the
workplace and the family (including the
“mommy track,” sexual harassment, and “the
second shift”); and a history of the women’s
movement in the United States, illustrated with a
photo essay. But this is not just a “women’s chap-
ter”: a new section, Men and Masculinity, ana-
lyzes the hazards of being male and discusses
the changing definitions of masculinity. In addi-
tion, gender issues are discussed in many other
chapters, including the family, religion, and poli-
tics. The basic message of this chapter is that the
revolution in gender roles is at best incomplete.

FEATURES

Each chapter in the book begins with a list of
key questions, which correspond to the major
sections in the chapter. The chapter summary
then reviews how the concepts, theories and

data introduced in the chapter answer these
key questions.

This edition includes three kinds of boxed
essays:

1. A Global View. In the last edition, published
in 1991, we focused on the changes then tak-
ing place in communist societies. In this edi-
tion we look at a broader cross-section of
societies and a wider range of issues—for
example, “Social Stratification in Japan,”
“Beyond the Nuclear Family: The Case of
Sweden,” “Women as ‘Missing Persons,’” and
“The Politics of Famine.”

2. Sociology and the Media. This popular fea-
ture from previous editions has been updated
and expanded. Most of our information about
the world comes to us via the media, espe-
cially the news, and most especially televi-
sion news. By examining the creation of news
from a sociological perspective we hope to
encourage students to become more intelli-
gent consumers of media information. This
theme is introduced in Chapter 1 and fol-
lowed up with a series of boxes that analyze
media coverage of a topic, identify the hidden
assumptions in media reporting, and/or con-
sider the impact of the media on people’s atti-
tudes and behavior. For example, a box in
Chapter 1, “The Making—and Unmaking—of
a ‘Cocaine Plague’™ shows how the news
media used headlines and graphics to create
the false impression of a dramatic rise in the
use of cocaine among high school students.
Other Sociology and the Media boxes include
“Prime Time Families” and “Polls, Politics,
and the 1992 Presidential Election.”

3. Closeup. These essays are in-depth dis-
cussions of a particular topic or piece of
research—for example, “A Cultural History
of Jeans,” “An Inside View of Prejudice,” and
“Women at Odds: ‘Pro-Choice’ and ‘Pro-Life’
Activists.”

A list of Key Terms appears at the end of
each chapter, each of which is defined in a
Glossary at the end of the book.



AIDS FOR STUDENTS AND INSTRUCTORS

Study Guide

Each student will receive, along with the text,
a copy of a Study Guide prepared by Kenrick
Thompson, Northern Michigan University. The
Study Guide is designed to enable students to
test their comprehension of the material in
each text chapter and prepare for class and for
exams. Each chapter begins with a list of basic
questions the student should be able to answer
and a list of concepts the students should be
able to understand after reading the corre-
sponding chapter in the text. A chapter review
highlights the major points discussed in the
chapter, following the order in which they are
presented. To enable students to test how well
they have mastered the text material, each
chapter in the Study Guide includes a concept
review, in which terms must be matched with
the correct definition; 20 to 30 review ques-
tions, with brief explanations of the correct
answers, and true/false questions that chal-
lenge the student to distinguish between popu-
lar myths and social fact.

Critical Thinking sections—with thought-
provoking questions, short readings, and
hypothetical scenarios—encourage students to
apply the sociological concepts presented in
each chapter. Each chapter in the Study
Guide also includes an exercise—a question-
naire or activity that allows students to
assess their own behavior from a sociological
point of view.

Instructor’s Manual

The Instructor’s Manual provides chapter
overviews summarizing key principles and
research findings, a list of teaching objectives,
two or more mini-lectures, research projects to
promote student learning through “hands-on”
experience, essay questions, and a classroom
exercise that can usually be conducted during
one class period to help illustrate basic con-
cepts. The fifth-edition Instructor’s Manual was
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prepared by a team directed by John Maiolo at
East Carolina University.

Test Bank

The Test Bank contains approximately 60 mul-
tiple-choice questions per chapter, with
answers keyed to the relevant pages in the text
and the type of question (applied or factual).
The Test Bank was prepared by Kenrick
Thompson who also did the Study Guide.

Supporting Software and Transparency Acetates

Computerized Activities in Sociology pro-
vides simulations or social situations in which
the student plays an active role and learns
how sociology can be used to understand
important everyday experiences. Another
instructional aid is an extensive set of 50
beautiful four-color transparency acetates
available to adopters of introductory sociology
textbooks from McGraw-Hill.
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