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PREFACE

Cancer risk assessment is an ever-changing discipline with standard regulatory
practices and defaults giving way to ever-increasing breakthroughs in scientific
discovery. The scientific literature is, however, replete with reports of toxicant-
induced changes, but discriminating between those reports that are irrelevant or
relevant to humans and those that are compensatory versus truly adverse can be an
arduous task. This book aims to inform and to provide interpretive guidance on
evaluating toxicological data and understanding the relevance of such data to hazard
evaluation and cancer risk estimation.

The topics presented herein begin with Part I, which provides an overview of
cancer risk assessment, followed by a discussion on science policy. The regulatory
frameworks for industrial chemicals and biocides are presented along with the
general approaches for developing standards for chemicals in air, water, food, soil,
and consumer products. In Part II, basic concepts in cancer biology, chemical
carcinogenesis, hormesis, and experimental evidence of thresholds for genotoxic
carcinogens are provided. Thereafter, Part III describes the testing guidelines
and regulations for in vitro and in vivo genotoxicity testing, and Part IV offers
interpretive guidance on assessing the human relevance of chemical-induced tumors
from rodent studies, along with the necessary criteria for evaluating data from
epidemiological studies. Commonly observed modes of action from experimental
animal studies, including PPAR-a., 0,,-globulin, and so on, are then discussed. In
Part V, methods for informing cancer risk quantification, including quantitative
structure—activity relationships (QSAR), physiologically based pharmacokinetic
(PBPK) modeling, “-omics”, and computational toxicology are discussed. Finally,
Part VI addresses general approaches for quantifying cancer risks including linear
and nonlinear low-dose extrapolations, summing tumors, and exposure reconstruc-
tion for cancer risk estimation. .

The foregoing topics are critical for keeping abreast of changes that are taking
place in cancer risk assessment, as well as in the fields of toxicology and risk
assessment in general. For example, with the increased emphasis on describing a
chemical’s mode of action for both cancer and noncancer endpoints, an understand-
ing of the human relevance framework is essential, as is the role of rapidly develop-
ing technologies (e.g., “-omics”) for informing mode(s) of action. Therefore, readers
of this text will take away knowledge that is applicable to cancer risk assessment
and more broadly to toxicology and risk assessment. The resources that formed the
bases for this text include: peer-reviewed scientific articles, regulatory guidance
documents, validated test guidelines, and the many years of experience conveyed
throughout by the contributing authors.
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qPCR Quantitative polymerase chain reaction
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