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THE MOST IMPORTANT
WORDS IN ENGLISH AND CHINESE

have been gathered together in one easy-to-use guide.
From “able” to “zero,” here are the 1,000 most useful
and necessary words for proper communication be-
tween English- and Chinese-speaking people. Based
onC. K. Ogden’s list of the 850 most frequently used
words in the English language, and on other studies on
frequency of word usage, this handy dictionary insures
that whatever your need, you'll always be able to find
the words to express yourself in—

THE BASIC ENGLISH-CHINESE
CHINESE-ENGLISH DICTIONARY
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word-and-picture-approach that gives quick mastery without the aid of a
teacher. Complete word lists, pronunciation guides and grammar sections.
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[J THE NEW WORLD SPANISH/ENGLISH ENGLISH/SPANISH

DICTIONARY edited by Salvatore Ramondino. A modern, up-
to-date dictionary of current usage with more than 70,000 entries.
(#AE1312—$3.50)

THE CONCISE DICTIONARY OF 26 LANGUAGES IN SIMUL-
TANEOUS TRANSLATION by Peter M. Bergman. An ‘“instant
language course’ offering translations of hundreds of everyday words
into 26 different languages simultaneously. (#E8312—%$2.50)
[ THE SIGNET HEBREW/ENGLISH ENGLISH/HEBREW DIC-
TIONARY edited by Dov Ban Abba. Now you can translate Hebrew
into English or English into Hebrew with ease. This new, comprehensive
dictionary is designed to meet the needs of everyone from the casual -
vacationer to the international businessman. (#£9654—$2.95)

O

Buy them at your local bookstore or use this convenient coupon for ordering.

THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY, INC.,
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Please send me the books | have checked above. | amenclosing
(please add $1.00 to this order to cover postage and handling). Send check
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Introductory Note

The purpose of this compact little book is to help the
reader to communicate easily with Chinese-speaking
people. Its uniqueness is the numerical order in which
it is arranged. An Arabic number is attached to each
word—always the same number for the respective
word no matter in which section of the book it is found.
English is alphabetized, while Chinese is indexed ac-
cording to the number of strokes. The transliteration
follows the official Romanization with the pronuncia-
tion accents for Mandarin.

The underlying idea is not to ‘“‘computerize.” It is
that numbers are the only existent international “lan-
guage” (to a certain degree musical notation also has
this quality) used almost uniformly all over the world.
This method is especially appropriate for the Chinese
language which, with its highly complicated system of
character strokes instead of an alphabet, is difficult
even for linguists to master. Not knowing a single
stroke of Chinese writing or the idiocyncrasies of the
four-tone pronunciation (which practically only a na-
tive is able to grasp), one has simply to follow the num-
ber attached to the word and thereby find the meaning
of the word with its approximate transliteration.

The book can be used with equal ease by any
Chinese, although it is based on the official Mandarin
language. Universality of the stroke signs and of the



numbers attached to each word in this book makes

this possible.

Limitation of the vocabulary to 1000 words follows
the pioneering work of C. K. Ogden'’s *“Basic English,”
with its 850 most frequently used words; additional se-
lections were based on studies of word frequency
computations, especially for travelers. One thousand
words surpasses the vocabulary used by educated
people in daily life.
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