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As we approach the beginning of a new cen-
tury—indeed, the start of a new millennium—
the world stands on the brink of a historic land-
mark: Within a decade, a majority of the
planet’s people will live in cities. Urban living is
rapidly becoming the norm for members of our
species. Surely, there is no more compelling
reason to undertake the study of cities and
urban life.

THE BASIC APPROACH

The approach of this text is multidisciplinary
but fundamentally sociological. Readers will
find here the enduring contributions of the
classical European social thinkers, including
Max Weber, Karl Marx, Ferdinand Tonnies,
Georg Simmel, and Emile Durkheim, as well
as those of early pioneers in North America,
including Robert Park and Louis Wirth. Of
course, many men and women have stood on
the shoulders of these giants and extended our
understanding. Thus, this text also considers
the ideas of a host of contemporary urbanists,
including Henri Lefebvre, Jane Jacobs, Manuel
Castells, John Logan, Harvey Molotch, Kevin
Lynch, Lyn Lofland, Carol Stack, and Herbert
Gans.

Yet, as this string of well-known names sug-
gests, urban studies rests on research and the-
ory developed within many disciplines. Cities

and Urban Life, therefore, is truly a multidis-
ciplinary text that draws together the work of
historians (Chapter 2: “The Origins and Devel-
opment of the World’s Cities,” and Chapter
3: “The Development of North American
Cities”); sociologists (Chapter 4: “Urban Soci-
ology: The Classic Statements”); social psy-
chologists (Chapter 5: “Social Psychology: The
Urban Experience”); geographers and urban
ecologists (Chapter 6: “Geography and Ecol-
ogy: Making Sense of Space”); political econ-
omists working within various disciplines
(Chapter 7: “Structural Imperatives: Urban
Political Economy”); anthropologists (Chapter
11: “Latin American Cities,” Chapter 12:
“African and Middle Eastern Cities,” and
Chapter 13: “Asian Cities”); and architects as
well as city planners (Chapter 14: “Planning
the Urban Environment”).

THE ORGANIZATION
OF THIS TEXT

Part I of the text, “Understanding the City,”
introduces the main questions and themes that
resonate throughout the book (Chapter 1).
Part I1, “The History of Cities,” surveys the his-
torical development of cities, noting how urban
life has often differed in striking ways from con-
temporary patterns we take for granted (Chap-
ters 2 and 3). Part III, “Disciplinary Perspec-
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tives,” highlights the various disciplinary ori-
entations that, together, have so advanced our
understanding of cities (Chapters 4 through
7). Part IV, “The Anatomy of the City,” focuses
on the social organization of today’s cities in
North America, highlighting how urban living
reflects the importance of social class (Chap-
ter 8), race, ethnicity, and gender (Chapter 9),
as well as forcing us to confront vexing prob-
lems such as poor housing and crime (Chap-
ter 10). Part V, “Global Urbanization,” offers a
look at the history and current urbanization in
four major world regions: Latin America,
Africa, the Middle East, and Asia (Chapters 11
through 13). It is in these areas of the world
that urbanization is now most rapid, with cities
reaching unprecedented size. Finally, Part VI,
“The Planning and Evaluation of Cities,” exam-
ines the architectural, social, and political
dimensions of urban planning, as well as points
out the problems that prevent cities from liv-
ing up to their promise of improving every-
one’s lives (Chapter 14).

FOUR KEY THEMES

This attempt to tell the urban story will lead us
to consider a wide range of issues and to con-
front countless questions. Yet four main themes
guide this exploration, and it is useful to make
these explicit. To put it another way, whatever
else a student entering the field of urban stud-
ies might learn, he or she must pay attention
to these themes:

1. Cities and urban life vary according to time
and place. Since the idea of the city came to
our ancestors some 10,000 years ago, the
urban scene has been re-created time and
again, all around the world, in countless
ways. The authors—informed by their own
travels to some 60 of the world’s nations—
have labored to portray this remarkable
diversity throughout this text.

9. Cities reflect and intensify society and cul-
ture. Although cities vary in striking ways,
everywhere they stand as physical symbols
of human civilization. For example,

nowhere do we perceive the inward-looking
world of the Middle Ages better than in the
walled medieval cities of that era. Similarly,
modern U.S. cities are powerful statements
about the contemporary forces of industrial
capitalism.

3. Cities reveal the best and the worst about
the human condition. Another way to “read”
cities is as testimony to the achievements
and failings of a way of life. Thus, while New
York boasts some spectacular architecture,
exciting public parks, vital art galleries, and
vibrant concert halls, it also forces us to con-
front chronic prejudice, wrenching poverty,
and sometimes explosive violence.

4. Cities offer the promise—but not always the
reality—of a better life. At least since the time
of the ancient Greeks, people have recog-
nized that the city holds the promise of liv-
ing “ the good life.” Yet all urban places fall
short of this ideal in some ways, and in a
number of today’s cities, people are strug-
gling valiantly simply to survive. The great
promise of urban living, coupled with the
daunting problems of actual cities, provokes
us to ask how (or, indeed, if) we can inten-
tionally and thoughtfully make urban places
better. Although we are realistic about the
problems, we remain optimistic about the
possibilities.

SPECIAL FEATURES
OF THE TEXT

Two special features warrant the attention of
readers.

Boxes First, each chapter contains several
boxed inserts. These boxes are of five kinds.
Critical Thinking boxes ask readers to grapple
with a particular problem or question, assess
some evidence, and reach a reasoned conclu-
sion. Urban Living boxes provide a picture of
the city “at street level"—that is, a close-up look
at how people really live. Looking Back boxes
amplify the historical content of the text,
reminding us that our cities are built on the



past, culturally and, indeed, literally. The City
in Literature boxes are testimony to our belief
that writers and poets (from Charles Dickens,
Walt Whitman, and T. S. Eliot to Paul Theroux,
John Steinbeck, Piri Thomas, James Baldwin,
and Francine Garcia-Hallcom) have special abil-
ities to capture the sights and sounds—and
sometimes even the soul—of cities. Finally,
Cityscapes present an extended literary account
or scholarly analysis of some significant dimen-
sion of urban life.

Case Studies The text includes six case studies
that offer a broad historical look at major cities
in various regions of the world as they illustrate
a chapter’s key points. The cities profiled in
these case studies are London (Chapter 2), New
York (Chapter 3), Chicago (Chapter 9), La Paz,
Bolivia (Chapter 11), Kano, Nigeria (Chapter
12), and Portland, Oregon (Chapter 14).

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

First, and most important, the authors wish to
acknowledge the role played by James L.
Spates, of Hobart and William Smith Colleges,
in the development of this book. An earlier ver-
sion of this manuscript, titled The Sociology of
Cities, was coauthored by Jim Spates and John
Macionis. Although John Macionis and Vince
Parrillo have significantly revised that effort at

PREFACE xxi
many levels, Jim’s ideas and enthusiasm for
cities are still evident here.

Macionis and Parrillo wish to thank the edi-
torial team at Prentice Hall for their efforts in
making this text a reality. John Chillingworth,
senior acquisitions editor for sociology, has
admirably handled the review and production
of the manuscript. Particular thanks go to
Nancy Roberts, editor-in-chief, for signing the
project and helping to get the work under way.
Interior design and technical production of
the manuscript attests to the skills of Rob De-
George; and we are grateful to Virginia Rubens
for copyediting and to Melanie Belkin and
Associates for preparing the index. Finally, we
wish to thank Karen Pugliano for selecting the
striking photographs that appear in the book.

For reviewing part or all of the manuscript
and generously sharing their time and ideas
with us, we gratefully acknowledge Ronald S.
Edari, University of Wisconsin; and Daniel
Monti, Boston University.

John ]. Macionis

Kenyon College

Gambier, Ohio 43022

E-mail: macionis@kenyon.edu
http://www.macionis.com

Vincent N. Parrillo

William Paterson University

Wayne, New Jersey 07470

E-mail: parrillo@wpc.wilpaterson.edu



San Francisco
Los Angeles

Phoenix

X% o Vancouver

2
Toronto

Montreal

Detroit } k
Portland = - ] ?V %S(;?tn
Chicago .
Denvere > . ; New York
t. uif:ttSburgh Phl]ade]phla
Atlanta e
Houston Charleston
¢ Miami
(Teotihuagan)e .:Q> )
New Orleans
Caracas
Mexico City
(Tenochtitlan)

Janeiro




i@b
e - 5
@%@ - S
S &N
o ‘ﬂ -
NN ) ’
Io
Amsterdam /
. ¥ Stockholm
4 4
SRS e Moscow 3
e Warsaw Istanbul /
London Berlm Const,antmople)
o Paris Rome
Venice ( 1-‘ « &)\\;(-’ ’
\ Ba hdad Beijing
gl i
Tehran
.~ ok Beirut ® Isfihan Tokyo
'-' O Jerusalem Shan el
P Marrakech erichy Delhi e
arrakecll  Alexandria . o o
Cairo Mecca Calcutta ™\ ¢y, oo o %" Hong Kong
SAHARA DESERT Bombayle Manila
. Bangkok
® Kano Madra ,, / an@
Lagos, ¢ Addis Ababa
\ Ho Chi Minh Clty Qﬁ
Ibadan \ ° Nairobj Slngapore E '\
\ ) _]akarta ""Q"/ ’
Johannesburg e
Cape Townie
Melbourne
¥
Canberra

xxiii



SPECIAL FEATURES XV

PREFACE Xix

PARTI UNDERSTANDING THE CITY

CHAPTER 1 EXPLORING THE CITY 1

Why Study the City? 2
The Complexity of the City: Various Perspectives, 4
The City in History, 5
The Emergence of Urban Sociology, 7
The Urban Experience, 7
Urban Geography and Ecology, 8
Urban Political Economy, 12
The Anatomy of Modern North American Cities, 13
The City in World Perspective, 20
Urban Sociology and the Quality of City Life, 21

PART II THE HISTORY OF CITIES

CHAPTER 2 THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORLD’S CITIES 24

Urban Origins, 25
Archaeology: Digging the Early City, 25
The First Permanent Settlements, 26

vii



viii CONTENTS

The City Emerges, 27
The First Urban Revolution: City-States and Urban Empires, 31
The Near East: Mesopotamia and Egypt, 33
The Indus Region, 36
A Glance Eastward: China, 38
A Glance Westward: The Americas, 38
Summary: Traits of Early Cities, 39
Crete and Greece, 41
Rome, 41
Decline: The Middle Ages, 43
Revival: Medieval and Renaissance Cities, 45
The Second Urban Revolution: The Rise of Modern Cities, 47
CASE STUDY: LONDON—THE HISTORY OF A WORLD CITY, 50
BEGINNINGS: 55 B.C.E.—~1066 C.E., 50
THE MEDIEVAL CITY: 1066-1550, 52
THE WoRLD City EMERGES: 1550-1800, 52
INDUSTRIALIZATION AND COLONIZATION: 1800-1900, 53
THE MODERN ErA: 1900 TO THE PRESENT, 55
Summary, 58
Conclusion, b9

CHAPTER 3 THE DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH AMERICAN CITIES

The Colonial Era: 1600-1800, 61
Beginnings, 62
The Character of the Early Cities, 63
The Revolutionary War Era, 64
Growth and Expansion: 1800-1870, 65
Cities as Big Business, 66
The Beginnings of Industrialization, 66
Urban-Rural/North-South Tensions, 67
The Era of the Great Metropolis: 1870-1950, 71
Technological Advance, 71
The Great Migration, 72
Politics and Problems, 72
The Quality of Life in the New Metropolis, 73
Trends Through 1950, 75
The North American City Today: 1950 to the Present, 76
The Coming of the Postindustrial City, 85
Deterioration and Regeneration, 86
The Future, 88
The Human Cost of Economic Restructuring, 89
CASE STUDY: NEW YORK—THE “BIG APPLE,” 90
THE COLONIAL ERA, 92

60



CONTENTS

GROWTH AND EXPANSION, 93
THE GREAT METROPOLIS EMERGES, 93
NEw YORK TobAy, 96

Summary, 101

Conclusion, 102

PART III DISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES

CHAPTER 4 URBAN SOCIOLOGY: THE CLASSIC STATEMENTS

The European Tradition: 1846-1921, 104
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels: From Barbarism to Civilization, 104
Ferdinand Toénnies: From Gemeinschaft to Gesellschaft, 105
Emile Durkheim: Mechanical and Organic Solidarity, 109
Georg Simmel: The Mental Life of the Metropolis, 110
Max Weber: The Historical and Comparative Study of Cities, 113
The European Tradition: An Evaluation, 115
Urban Sociology in North America: 1915-1938, 116
Robert Park and Sociology at the University of Chicago, 116
Louis Wirth and Urban Theory, 119
The U.S. Tradition: An Evaluation, 121
The Classic Theories and Modern Research: Myths and Realities, 123
Tolerance in the City, 124
Impersonality in the City, 124
Density and Urban Pathology, 126
Urban Malaise, 129
The New Urban Sociology, 129
Summary, 130
Conclusion, 131

CHAPTER5 SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY: THE URBAN EXPERIENCE

The Physical Environment, 133
Kevin Lynch: The Image of the City, 133
Stanley Milgram: More on Mental Maps, 136
The Social Environment: Gesellschaft, 139
The Pedestrian: Watching Your Step, 139
A World of Strangers, 141
Class, Race, and the Urban Experience, 145
The City as Gesellschaft: A Reassessment, 145
The Social Environment: Gemeinschaft, 149
Urban Networks, 149
Identifying with the City, 153

103

132



x CONTENTS

The City as Gemeinschaft: A Reassessment, 154
The Texture of the City, 156
Humanizing the City, 156
Summary, 159
Conclusion, 159

CHAPTER 6 GEOGRAPHY AND ECOLOGY: MAKING SENSE OF SPACE 160

Urban Geography, 161
The Location of Cities, 162
Why Cities Are Where They Are, 164
The Shape of the City, 165
The Radiocentric City, 167
The Gridiron City, 168
City Growth: Horizontal, Vertical, and Interstitial, 168
City Shape and Quality of Life, 171
Urban Ecology: The Chicago School, 171
The Ecological Theory of Urban Development, 172
The Concentric Zone Hypothesis, 172
Criticisms of the Chicago School, 176
Urban Ecology: Other Theories, 176
The Sector Theory, 176
The Multiple Nuclei Theory, 177
Social Area Analysis, 178
Factorial Ecology, 179
Edge Cities: The Latest Growth Pattern, 184
Characteristics and Commonalities, 184
Types of Edge Cities, 185
Evolving Middle-Class Urban Centers, 185
Summary, 189
Conclusion, 190

CHAPTER 7 STRUCTURAL IMPERATIVES: URBAN POLITICAL ECONOMY 191

Urban Economics: The Traditional Perspective, 192
Central Place Theory, 192
The General Pattern of Land Use, 195
Criticisms of the Basic Theory, 196
Political Economy: The “New” Perspective, 198
Henri Lefebvre: Redefining the Study of Cities, 198
David Harvey: The Baltimore Study, 199
Manuel Castells: Updating Marx, 201
Allen Scott: Business Location and the Global Economy, 202
John Logan and Harvey Molotch: Urban Growth Machines, 204



CONTENTS xi

The Global Economy, 205
Economic Restructuring, 205
A World System, 206
Urban Political Economy: Four Principles, 209
Summary, 210
Conclusion, 211

PART IV THE ANATOMY OF THE CITY

CHAPTER 8 SOCIAL CLASS: URBAN AND SUBURBAN LIFESTYLES 213

Urban Diversity: Multiple Views, 214
Louis Wirth: Urbanism As a Way of Life, 214
Herbert Gans: Urbanism As Many Ways of Life, 215
Wirth and Gans: A Comparison, 223
Claude Fischer: A Subcultural Theory of Urbanism, 224
Life Beyond the City Limits: A Brief History of Suburbs, 224
Suburbs and the Gilded Age, 225
Streetcar Suburbs, 226
The Arrival of the Automobile, 226
The Postwar Era: 1945-1970, 227
1970 to the Present, 227
Suburban Lifestyles, 229
The Aristocratic Life, 229
The New Suburbia, 229
Contemporary Suburbia: Complexity and Diversity, 230
The Exurbs, 234
Urban Culture and the Suburbs, 234
Summary, 237
Conclusion, 238

CHAPTER 9 RACE, ETHNICITY, AND GENDER: URBAN DIVERSITY 239

Cities and Immigrants, 240
Ethnic Enclaves and Ethnic Identity, 240
Ethnic Change, 241
Racial and Ethnic Minorities, 242
African Americans, 242
Hispanic Americans, 245
Asian Americans, 249
Native Americans, 254
Women and the City, 254
Work, 254



xii CONTENTS

Urban Space, 255
The Public Sphere, 256

CAsE STUDY: CHICAGO, “CITY OF THE BIG SHOULDERS,” 256
EArLY CHICAGO, 257
THE BURNING AND REBUILDING OF CHICAGO, 258
JANE AppAMS AND HULL HOUSE, 258
CHICAGO IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY, 260
THE POSTWAR PERIOD, 260
CHICAGO IN THE 1990s, 263

Summary, 264

Conclusion, 265

CHAPTER 10 HOUSING AND CRIME: CONFRONTING URBAN
PROBLEMS 266

Housing: A Place to Live, 267
Adequate Housing: Who Has It? 267
Housing Problems: A Brief History, 268
Public Housing, 270
Deterioration and Abandonment in the Inner City, 273
The Inner City Today: A Revival? 274
The New Urbanism, 280

Crime: Perception and Reality, 284
A Declining Crime Rate, 285
Explaining High-Crime Areas, 287
Effects of Crime on Everyday Life, 290
What Is the Solution? 291

Summary, 292

Conclusion, 293

PARTV GLOBAL URBANIZATION

CHAPTER 11 LATIN AMERICAN CITIES 294

Latin American Cities in History, 295
Pre-Columbian Cities, 295
Conquest and Colonization, 298
The Republican Period, 302
Modern Latin American Cities, 304
Spiraling Populations, 304
The Burgeoning Cities, 305
Los Villas Miserias: City Slums and Squatter Settlements, 305



CASE STUDY: LA PAz, BoLIvia, 310
HisToRy, 311
ETHNICITY AND LAND USE, 311
THE PEOPLE: THREE FAMILIES, 312

Summary, 316

Conclusion, 317

CHAPTER 12 AFRICAN AND MIDDLE EASTERN CITIES

Africa, 319
African Cities in History, 319
Colonization, 321
CASE STUDY: KANO, NIGERIA, 330
PRECOLONIAL HISTORY, 330
BRITISH RULE, 332
INDEPENDENCE: MODERN KANO, 334
The Middle East, 335
Pre-Islamic Urbanization, 337
Islamic Urbanization, 339
Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Urbanization, 342
Summary, 343
Conclusion, 344

CHAPTER 13 ASIAN CITIES

India, 346
European Colonization, 346
Independence and Urban Growth, 349
China, 353
Foreign Influence, 353
Communist Anti-Urbanism, 353
Communist Redirection, 356
Hong Kong, 357
Southeast Asia: Familiar Themes, 359
Singapore, 359
Jakarta, 360
Bangkok, 363
Comparative Review, 364
Japan, 365
History, 365
Postwar Modernization, 366
Summary: World Urbanization in Perspective, 368
Common Elements, 368

CONTENTS

xiii

318

345



xiv CONTENTS

The Future: Theories and Possible Solutions, 370
Conclusion, 374

PART VI THE PLANNING AND EVALUATION OF CITIES

CHAPTER 14 PLANNING THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT 375

Visions, 376
City Planning in World History, 377
Why Plan? 377
Planning in the Industrial Era: 1800-1900, 380
The “City Beautiful” Movement, 380
“Till We Have Built Jerusalem”: The New Towns Movement, 381
A Socialist-Feminist New Town, 381
Later New Towns in Great Britain, 381
New Towns in Western Europe, Australia, and Brazil, 382
New Towns in the United States, 384
Have They Worked? Criticisms of New Towns, 387
Utopia Unlimited: Architectural Visions, 387
Le Corbusier: The Radiant City, 388
Frank Lloyd Wright: Broadacre City, 389
Paolo Soleri: The Arcology, 390
Utopia’s Limitations: A Critique, 391
Meanwhile . . . Downtown: More Focused Urban Planning, 391
Sidewalks, Neighborhoods, and Local Initiative, 392
Open Spaces: Squares, Parks, and Architecture, 392
Rouse Revisited: The Middle Ground, 395
The Realities of Urban Planning, 396
Economics and Politics, 396
The Difference That Values Make, 396
CASE STUDY: PORTLAND, OREGON, 397
THE PHYSICAL SETTING, 398
HiSTORY, 399
URBAN DECLINE AND THE PLANNERS’ RESPONSE, 400
PORTLAND TODAY, 402
Conclusion, 402

REFERENCES 404
PHOTO CREDITS 417

INDEX 419



URBAN LIVING

Mameyes, Puerto Rico: A Typical Shantytown, 21
The Little World of the Renaissance City, 48

All New York’s a Stage, 91

In Praise of New York, 100

Urban Apathy: The Death of Kitty Genovese and Other Rather Unnerving Events, 112
How City Dwellers Cope—and Cope Well, 130
Saigon: Learn to Cross the Street All Over Again, 142
The Subway at Rush Hour, 143

Two Types of Marriage Networks, 150

The Networks of Street-Corner Men, 151

Boston’s Thriving West End, 152

Mardi Gras: New Orleans’ Great Urban Festival, 155
Helping Each Other in the Ghetto, 158
Break-of-Bulk in Two Cities, 166

DINKS Dine Out, 217

The Ethnic Villagers, 218

The Deprived: “We’ve Got to Get Out of Here,” 221
The Trapped: “Number Our Days,” 222

Women in the Gangs of East Los Angeles, 250
Unsafe Housing in the United States, 268

Landlords: Fighting the Bottom Line, 275

Poverty, Drugs, and Violence, 290

Latin American “Street Children”: Living on the Edge, 308
Rich Meet Poor, 329

Mohammed Sokoto: A Day in the Life, 336

India: A Different Kind of Poverty, 351

Water Is a Deadly Drink, 352

xXv



