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A MESSAGE FROM THE AUTHORS

The 1990s have become a testing time for new democra-
cies as well as old ones. Contempt for government and
politics is expressed all around us in the United States and
all around the globe. Yet politics and partisan competi-
tion are the lifeblood by which free people can achieve the
ideals of a government by and for the people.

Constitutional democracy—the kind of government we
have in the United States—is exceedingly hard to win,
equally hard to sustain, and often hard to understand
without rigorous study. The form of constitutional de-
mocracy that has emerged in the United States requires
continual participation by caring, tolerant, and informed
citizens.

Even in the twentieth century, constitutional democracy
has been the exception to the rule. In the past, most peo-
ple lived under autocratic or tyrannical regimes in which
a small group imposed their will on everyone else. Even
now, in the 1990s, less than one-third of the nation-states
around the globe exist as viable, healthy democracies.

The framers of our Constitution warned that we must be
vigilant in safeguarding our rights, liberties, and political
institutions. But to do this, we first have to understand
these institutions and the political forces that have shaped
the United States’ political and constitutional systems.

We have written this brief edition of Government By The
People with the added perspective of the 1992 election
and the first year of the Clinton presidency. The candi-
dacy of Ross Perot not only was important to the election
but has remained a major political factor long after the
Clinton victory. The election reflected a call for change in
the composition of Congress and in limiting the number
of terms legislators can serve. The Clinton Administra-
tion’s agenda has included a range of seemingly intract-
able problems from the federal deficit to health care
reform. Events in the Middle East, the former Yugoslavia,
and elsewhere around the world continue to pose oppor-
tunities and challenges to the United States. In short, this
is a time when our political institutions and policies are
under constant debate. This book will help you under-
stand both the political system and the debates about how
government works and how it might be improved.

We want you to come away from reading this book with a
richer understanding of American politics and govern-

ment, and we hope that in the years to come many of you
will help make our constitutional democracy more vital
and more responsive to the urgent problems of the 1990s
and the twenty-first century.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

The gratifying success Government By The People has
enjoyed over the years results from a distinguished au-
thorship team, who always write a superb book with a
distinctive combination of features. Treating each new
edition as a fresh challenge—and, in many ways, a vir-
tually new book—the authors strive to capture American
government and politics as the dynamic ventures
they are.

This new brief edition of Government By the People con-
tinues to provide the distinguished features of the Basic,
National, and National, State and Local versions of the
fifteenth edition. These features include:

Comprehensive and Balanced
Presentation

Instructors have always been able to rely on the complete
coverage and the balanced presentation that addresses dif-
fering sides of issues that is a distinguishing feature of
Government By The People. Known for its superior cov-
erage of constitutional principles, political processes, and
central political institutions, this latest edition offers
changes in content that include:

e A thematic examination of constitutional democracy
—its ideals, its conditions, and the American struggle
to realize its possibilities and potential. The American
political experiment is frequently assessed in a compar-
ative light.

e A new chapter, called “The American Political Land-
scape,” examines social and economic diversity in
American society and some of the political conse-
quences of living in an increasingly multicultural na-
tion. This chapter provides the framework of the social
fabric of our nation, which needs to be put in context
before students can fully appreciate the role that public
opinion, interest group politics, and voting behavior
play in America.

¢ Innovative treatment of political ideology and culture,
political participation and voting turnout, voting be-
havior, and campaign financing.

e Treatment of the changing character of U.S. foreign
and defense policies and our greater involvement with

the United Nations and other multinational peace-
keeping organizations.

e Integrates the 1992 election results throughout, while
addressing related topics such as the political policies
of the current Clinton administration, Clinton’s first
year in office, how this election will affect party bal-
ance in Congress and the make-up of the Supreme
Court, the implications of state and local results, and
voter turnout.

e Complete incorporation of 1990 census data. Once a
decade we get a thorough examination of the American
polity. These data are integrated where appropriate
throughout the book.

e Fully updated and integrated analysis of recent Su-
preme Court cases. The changing makeup of the court,
as well as recent events that affect it, are also thor-
oughly covered.

A Broad Range of Illustrative
Examples

The examples in Government By The People are drawn
from a wide range of current and historical sources. While
fully reflecting current political events, examples are also
included from earlier eras to provide the important his-
torical context within which current events can be better
understood. Complete lists of suggested readings and de-
tailed footnotes at the end of each chapter highlight
sources of lasting and recent importance.

Accessible and Engaging
Features for the Student

Written with the student in mind by experienced scholars
and teachers, the text has always been admired for its ele-
gant, yet engaging narrative style. To assist accessibility,
key terms appear on first use in the text in bold-faced
type, followed by a precise definition. These terms are
also listed in the full Glossary at the end of the book.

Of particular appeal to students will be the wealth of
boxed material:
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

You Decide! This feature encourages critical thinking
skills. A question is presented for students to think about
on onc page; on the facing page, there is a discussion of
possible answers (although, as in real life, not all ques-
tions have definitive answers).

A Closer Look These boxes combine text, tables, photos,
and cartoons on issues of high student appeal. Like a good
lecture, they provide a pause in the narrative where ap-
propriate, to allow the pursuit of a particular topic
beyond the scope of the material at hand.

We the People These boxes are designed to reflect the
concerns and experiences of minorities with the Ameri-
can government, including court cases, constitutional
amendments, and representational changes.

These features, plus excellent charts and tables on key
points, additional facts of interest, humorous asides, and
thought-provoking political cartoons interspersed in the
margins throughout the book all help make Government
By The People a favorite of students.

Supplements Available
for the Instructor

The text is the core of a complete learning package that
includes a wide range of proven, as well as new, instruc-
tional aids. The supplements have been completely re-
vised, not only to incorporate material new to the brief
edition, but also to ensure the highest quality and accu-
racy possible.

Annotated Instructor’s Edition Designed to expand and
complement the student text, the AIE is a special version
of the student text that provides additional resources at
your fingertips. Annotations in the margin supply supple-
mentary lecture material, insider information, extra
credit projects, and interesting historical and current ap-
plications. The annotations were prepared by James V.
Calvi of West Texas State University.

Instructor’s Resource Manual Provides the following re-
sources for each chapter of the text: chapter summary, re-
view of major concepts, lecture suggestions and topic
outlines, suggestions for classroom discussions, Political
Science Today study assignments, and additional resource
materials. The Instructor’s Resource Manual was pre-
pared by Michael F. Digby and Larry Elowitz of Georgia
College.

Test Item File Thoroughly reviewed and revised to en-
surc the highest level of quality and accuracy, this file

X1iv

offers over 2,000 questions in multiple choice, true/false,
and essay format. The test bank was prepared by Anthony
Eksterowicz of James Madison University, Hugh Arnold
of Clayton State College, and Mildred Graham of San
Francisco State University.

TestManager A computerized test bank containing
the items from our Test Item File. The program allows
full editing of questions and the addition of
instructor-generated items. Other special features include
random generation, scrambling question order, and test
preview before printing. Available for IBM and Macin-
tosh computers.

Telephone Test Preparation Service Prentice Hall will
provide test preparation (with questions from our Test
Item File) on bond paper or ditto master. We will send the
exam, an alternate version if requested, and an answer
key within 48 hours of your request.

GradeManager A computerized gradebook available for
IBM PCs.

Color Transparencies Series II Over 75 full-color ace-
tates, including graphics taken from the text as well as
outside sources. Available free to adopters.

Instructor’s Guide to Transparencies Brief descriptions,
teaching suggestions, and discussion questions are pro-
vided for each transparency.

Teaching Political Science: A Guide for the New Instruc-
tor This guide serves as a useful primer for new teachers
on the various aspects of teaching in general: organizing
the classroom, testing, evaluating students—and teaching
Political Science in particular: important journals in the
discipline, articles on teaching American Government.
This guide was prepared by Fred Whitford, Montana State
University.

ABC News/Prentice Hall Video Libraries This three-vol-
ume library of videos—1992 Primaries, 1992 Election,
and Issues in American Government—consists of fea-
tured segments from such award-winning ABC News pro-
grams such as ““Nightline,” “20/20,” and ‘“This Week
with David Brinkley”’ that cover the initial 1992 cam-
paign and primaries, the convention and election, and key
issues of American politics.



A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLISHER

Instructor’s Guide to the ABC Video Libraries This help-
ful guide includes a brief description and set of discussion
questions for each video to help make incorporating the
libraries into the classroom easy and effective. This guide
was prepared by Joel Lieske, Cleveland State University.

Laserdisks This three-volume series includes the 1992
Primaries and 1992 Election videos from the video library
and Images of American Government, which includes
over 200 graphs, charts, tables, and photographs in addi-
tion to 60 minutes of video clips. The Images in Ameri-
can Government laserdisk was prepared by Larry Elowitz,
Georgia College.

American Government Simulation Games Six simula-
tions designed to allow students to experience American
government include activities on the Supreme Court, the
Presidency, the House of Representatives, the Budget, the
office of Secretary of State, and Ethics. Available for IBM
PCs and Macintosh. This software was prepared by J.
David Garson, North Carolina State University.

Annenberg Audio Cassette Series Twelve half-hour
audio programs feature distinguished guests who are ac-
tively engaged in national political life. One 12-tape set is
free to adopters.

Supplements Available
for the Student

The Write Stuff, 2nd edition Written by Thomas E.
Cronin, this booklet provides a brief, pithy, and some-
times humorous guide to good writing skills and style.

Study Guide Includes chapter outlines, study notes, a

glossary, and practice tests to increase student prepared-
ness. Written by Raymond L. Lee and Dorothy Palmer,
both of Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and Larry
Elowitz of Georgia College.

Study Manager An interactive computerized study
guide that generates random quizzes, provides text page
references for review, and prints the corrected quiz for
further study and/or submission to the instructor. All ob-
jective questions correspond to material found in the Stu-
dent Study Guide. Available for IBM PCs.
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THEMES OF THE TIMES "

The New York Times and Prentice Hall Program: (1) The
1992 Election; (2) American Government Prentice Hall
joins forces with the premier news publication, The New
York Times, to bring you and your students a unique col-
lection of articles relative to contemporary issues of
American Politics. Each student will receive a free news-
paper supplement containing recent articles pertaining to:
(1) the 1992 elections; and (2) a collection of time-sensi-
tive articles designed to enhance student access to current
information on American Government. Instructors will
receive a free one-semester subscription to The New York
Times. Special reduced rates are also available for stu-
dents who wish to subscribe. One copy free for every text
purchased from Prentice Hall.

Critical Thinking Audio Cassette A sixty-minute audio
cassette to help students develop better thinking and
study skills.

XV
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